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8 I have dh to be 
convinced that Induſtry 
will appear the ſole 
Merit of the following Sheets, 


A 2: I pre- 


E DE} 97 en, 
T preſume | to boy. no other 
Claim to your Grace's Fat. 9 


nage. 


I have not, my Lord, 
been hardy enough to ſet up a 
new Hypotheſis, though I am 
ſenſible ſomething towards the 
Advancement of Knowledge 
may be ſtill done in this Way; 

I have only ranged and diſpo- 
fed the Materials, w ch I have 

collected from ſome of the wel 
Eminent in this kind of 


VV nk * 


ing, to my own Plan, and 40 
ſame no other Merit, than that of 


| having communicated their Sen- 
timents in a Manner which 


__ at the ſ. ame Time, enter- 
93 4 1 1 * i £ tain 


DEDICATION. 

tain and inſtruct; though in 
ſome Particulars I may ſeem. tq 
have ſwerved from the received 
Opinions, yet I promiſe your 
Grace, I have not intentionally 
deviated any where from the 
Principles of a true Chriſtian 
and a Moraliſt; the Regard 
which your Grkot has preſerved, 
through the whole Conduct of 

your Life, towards Religion 
and Morality, xenders you, of 
all others, the moſt unſuitable 
Patron for a Work chargeable 
with Principles in the leaſt con- 
tradictory to theſe Doctrines; 
for my Part, I ſhould be afraid 
to addreſs you under ſuch Cir- 


"TY cumſtances, 


DEDICATION 
Eines having the Honour 


of N myſelf, 


I Lord 


Tur Grace's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 


Ricard MoRRAv. | 


GH on the Subje Of Morakiy, by 
Men eminent in Learning, and con- 
ſpicuous for their Knowledge of Mankind, 
1 find myſelf under a Neceſſity to apologize 
to the Publick, for my troubling the W Id 
with the following Sheets ; where I have | 


A 4 not 


* 

* 
# * 
140 ' 

; 2 ” A at. 
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r 
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mut Vanity enough to Imagine the Read 
* * will find any Thing new, upon a Subject 
fo much exhauſted, or that my Manier of 
treating it, tho' different from thoſe who 


have gone before me, can add any new 


- Morality: But as the ' Impongance of the 
Subjeft renders it the Object of every wiſe 
an's Enquiry, it is to be hoped that, to 
. 8 4 Mind fincerely attached 70 75 ruth, it can- 
* not be diſagreeable to ſee the eternal Doc- 
' trine of Right and Wrong placed in as 
many different Points of Light as Poffible ; 
I © ines; as there are ulmoſt an infinite Vari- 
ehh of Aenne, of Cmcaptimamong Man- 
Aud, even in thoſe Truths about which 


2 


| 7 1 Ugredter. Diverſity there ic in the Manner 


e, ih T fl e xe the 
Mm I RA aue 


Light to-the great Truth of Religion and 


dich agree. in fen Conclufions 5 fo the 


"APLEEER 2 


| dreatty Prohabyit ty of their becoming: ants 
verſal. This was one Motive for my Pur 4 
fung a different] Plan from the Bulk of 
Moral Writers; and not from any vain 5 1 
Suppoſſtion, that Thad ftruth out a Path Pets. 4 
le ka liable fo. e than e 14 


When I 7% r my Thought: 7 N q 1 
— this Stubjett to Writing, I muſt own TE & 1 
1 bad mo Intention of appearing in lle I 

Charater. of an Aithor, my particular RSS | 
ene Jaying me under greater 

« Difficulties ini the. Execution of any Thing 
ein Spa May. en oy wher 8 


Fd 
J 


le 1 9 
1 Letters were oral af ue 1 
is the private Infiruction of the Daughy- oF 
ter of @\worthy Friend. The Favours i = 
Had received From: that Gentleman, ut 


a, 


Th +4 4 Mag. a 
* , "3 , . 


x PREFACE. 
me upon ſtudying ſome Means that would 
8 at leaft teſtify the Senſe I had of his Be- 
nevolence and Friendſhip. The ſurpriz- 
ing Genius, and uncommon natural Abi- 


| lity which I diſcovered in this Gentle- 


man's Daugbter, by the great Proficiency | 


ße had made, at a very early Stage of 
Life, in Hiſtory and Mufick, furniſhed 
me with a Hint, that I could not per- 
form an Office more agreeable to my ges 
nerous Patron, or more uſeful to the Pub- 
lick, than by cultivating a Mind capable 
F the moſt abſtracted Science, with the 


ought to be the ultimate End of all bu- 


man Literature. 


In executing this Deſign, (of which | 


my Friend approved I confider d, that 
a * 


Knowledge of Morality, a Study which . 


P R E FA C E. = 
@ Courſe of Ethicks, deliver'd in the 40 


rigid, hftematict Way, might diſguſi 
my young Pupil, and make Knowledge 


appear leſs amiable to ben tender Mind; 
and that a Mind not accuſtomed to think 
abſtrattedly, however defirous of Knows 
ledge it might be, would naturally grow 
uneaſy, and wander from the Point, 
unleſs there is ſomething to fix the At- 
tention, and bribe ſome other of the Paſ- 
ſans to join in the painful Purſuit ; 
the young and inerperi enced want ſome- 
thing to entertain, as well as to improve 
their Underflanding, they muſt be de- 
luded into Knowledge, eſpecially of grave 
Subjetts, by gilding the harſh Cuun- 
tenance of Moral Precepts with ſome- 
thing amuſing and entertaining to the 

Fancy ; therefore I had recourſe, on this 
| 2 | Occaſion, 


Ms PREFAGE 


Occafion, to the BpiſiWlary.. Fable of Se- 


lima to Iabellay: fs my. Intention dus ä 


any to male ibgſe Letters ſerve for a 
Wem 70 my Jaung Pupil,” whom I wanted 


ts male acquainted in the moſt familiar 


May with: ſome of the moſt important 
and fundamental Truths in Natural Re- 
ligion, I avoided, as much as the Na- 
ture of the Subject O admit, any 
ahſtracted or metaphyſical Reaſoning; 
though, I am afraid, ſome who conſider 
ane as writing to the Ladies, will be apt 
to think I have ſuppoſed them capable of 
under ftanding.. more of that kind of .. Rea- 


 «foning than Men are willing to allow the 


| generality of the Sex, and, that ſome of 
the Letters are above their Reach; but 
I hope the Fair Sex will be my Advocate 
in this Caſe, - as well as the did ced 


4 . 2 ; 5 Pari 


— 


Þ R 8 7 A © E. i xii 
Pari of Mankind" Binte- it is ewas 
70 all- who have talen hb: Pains fo' con 
Adler Female Underſtanding, that with 
the ſame Helps and Opportunities we 
have, © they are capable of any Branch of 
Learning, however abſtrafted. Indeed 
Cuſtom, and the partial Prejudice of 
Men, have denied them the Uſe of their 
© natural Abilities, confined them to meer 
Domeſtict Knowledge, but this does not 
argue the total Abſence in them of theſe 
Faculties, wht ch we eftabhſh our Pre- 
eminence upon ; and as I found my Pu- 
pil, for whoſe Uſe theſe Letters were 
at. firſt compiled, capable of receiving 
"the moſt ſublime Truths, I think I made 
at leaft a probable Comjecture, that ſome 1 
other of that amiable Sex might profit 3 bl 
by the ſame Means; and that ſome of = Jl. f 


xiv P REFAC E. . 
them might be induced at leaft to try 
bo far they are capable of attaining 


the Knowledge of theſe Truths, that are jo 


eſſential to their Happineſs. 
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SELIMA the Empreſs to ISABELLA, 


= importune Heaven, and our wo 
Prophet, to ſhower down their choiceſt 
Bleſſings on the Head of my darling Child ; 
though I am ſenſible your natural Inclina 
tions, and my Zeal in your Education, to- 
gether with the divine Inſtructions of the 
pious * Mufti,” might protect your Inno- 
cence, and conduct you fafely to the un- 
ſpeakable Joys of Paradiſe ; yet, I am ſure, 
ou'will forgive a Mother's Anxiety, when 
conſider you as a human Creature, that 
you are young, and that of Conſequence 


INCE the Departure of my dear 
Iſabella, 1 have done little elſe than 


* Mufti, the Sovereign 2 and High- 
Prieſt of the Mahometan Law, whoſe Dignity is above 
that of the Baſhaws ; his Power is frequently ter- 
rible to the Grand Signior himſelf; tis he who 
itds the Sword on the Grand Signiar at his Acceſ- 
hon, which anfwers to the Ceremony of our Coro- 
nation ; he is alſo u "al Conftentinople,. 


Vol. L | "You- 


* - ; , i 4 
— — 
* 
o 
a . 
- 
. 
- 


you have, beſides, many turbulent Pa. 


ons to contend with; to maſter which, thou 


muſt call up, in your Soul, all the heroic 
Virtues of your Anceſtors to your Aſſiſtance : 


You have alſo to guard againſt the Inſinu- 
ations and Flatteries of cunning and defign- 
ing Men; the Summer of Proſperity 1s 


ever infeſted with theſe Vermin. As thy 
Birth and Station ſet thee above, ſo let 


thy Virtues diſtinguiſh thee, and be thou 
an Example of Goodneſs to all the Egypti- 
ans, The laſt Time your ſublime Father 
made me a Viſit, in my * Seragho, after 
many Expreſſions of Tenderneſs for you, 
he left me full of parental Diſquietudes, my 
Attention being wholly employed about 
you; a deep Sleep ſtole inſenſibly upon me, 
the following Viſion preſented itſelf to my 
Imagination, I am ſatisfied, that my Sup- 
plications have reached the Throne of * 


* Seraglin, a Pes Word, which fignifies a Pa- 
e — 


, and has the ſame Acceptation among the Turks. 
The Seraglio of the Grand Signior, which is men- 
tioned: here, and ſaid to be built on the Plan of 


Solomen's great Houſe, is a Triangle, two Miles 


about, wholly within the City, at the End of the 
Promontory Chryſoceras, now called the Serag/is 
Point. No Stranger was ever yet admitted to ſee it's 


inmoſt Parts. Here the Grand Signior's Waves, 
Concubines and Children are kept, and ſuch of the 
young Nobility as are deſigned for publick Employ- 
„ ments. | 18 N 


r 
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13 
feat ® and that he has ſent one of 
his good + miniſtring Angels to ſoften my 
Concerns, and promote your Happirieſs : 
I thought I ſaw thee, with all thy native 
Irmocence, defcend from the faithful Arms 
6f our Slave Tamar thy Nutſe, and enter 


upon a great Plain, to whoſe Proſpect there 
were no Bounds ; an infinite Number of Peo- 


acconipanted you, but all kept dif- 
rent Paths: I * thee — + Ac- 
quaintance with a great many, who ſeemꝰd to 
be as ignorant of the Way as thy ſelf. As I ne- 

—_ — of thee, Iobſerv*d you frequent- 
| er 'the Way ay; about Noon 
Par great Plain, as large as the former, 
but infimtely more perpleted with winding 
Roads, and intricate P: you then 
ſeent'd to be tired of your fermer Acquaint- 
ance, and fraifleſs Enquiries, and began to 
imagine, that you 1 the Situation of 


— 4 ſent, "by their These to true Believers. 


+ Miniſteing Angels. The Exiſtence of theſe 


Beings & admitted 85 almoſt all Sects of Religion, 
and affirmed to be the moſt excellent of all . — 
tures. The Word: itſelf is a Term of Office, not 


of Nature, originally ſignifying a Meſſenger among 


the Turks. Great Power is attributed to them, as to 
the Angel Gabriel, whom they ſuppoſe able to over- 
turn a Mountain with a Feather of his Wing, 


B 2 the 
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the Country well enough to ge alone; thou 


hadſt ſcarcely gone a Mile, till I faw, com- 
ing towards thee, at a little Diſtance, a 


Company of the gayeſt dreſt Women I ever 


ſaw, the talleſt of whom, who ſeemed to 
claim the Precedence, approached with 
an Addreſs extremely polite: Her Perſon 


was tall and majeſtick, her Air perfectly 


agreeable, every thing about her, and her 
Companions ſeemed ſo el 


along with it ſo much Jollity and Pleaſure, 


that any other Perſon, as well as thy ſelf, 


might have wiſhed earneſtly for their Ac- 
uaintance z however, there was ſomething 


os 


o {tiff and affected in their Behaviour, and 


ſo fantaſtick in their Habit, that, I muſt 
own I was diſguſted : She accoſted thee 
in the gentileſt Manner, ſaying, That ſhe 
was ſenſible you was a Stranger, and unac- 
mr in that Part of the World, in Pur- 
uit of Happineſs, and that it was only in 
her Power to beſtow it; and that ſhe and 
her Daughters would devote themſelves to 
thy Service. I live yonder, ſays ſhe, come 


with me, forget theſe Fatigues, and give 


yourſelf up wholly to Pleaſure ; then turn- 
ing my Eyes to where ſhe pointed, I ſaw 


the moſt bewitching Proſpect that can be 


conceived, ſomething reſembling that Para- 


diſe promiſed by our great Prophet to true 


Believers; it was a deep Vale, moſt charm- 


ingly 


nt, and carried 


r . 


CFP). 


r beſpangled with Flowers, through 
the Middle of which, a cryſtal Stream 
flowed, forming a Thouſand delightful Me- 
anders; here and there, at unequal Spaces, 
were Arbours planted of flowering Shrubs ; 
on the Sloapings of thoſe Hills, which 
overlook'd the Valley, were Groves of 
Citron and Orange Trees. whoſe Bloſ- 
ſoms diffufing ths teful Odours, em- 
balmed the Air with raviſhing Eſſences. 
Every where Companies of young Menand 
Women were dancing and ſinging, Mirth 
and Pleaſure ſeem'd only to keep their 
Court there; enamour'd at the Proſpect, 
and overjoy'd at the Invitation, you joined 
this obliging Guide, and immediately I ſaw 
thee carried, with incredible Swiftneſs, to- 
wards the Valley y; being very intent, thou 
didſt not at firſt attend to a Voice from be- 
hind, which called thee diſtinctly, ſeveral 
Times at laſt Kopping ſhort, you look'd 
diſcontentedly about for the Perſon, who 
ſo unſeaſonably intercepted your Progrels : 
T then ſaw an old Lady, majeſtick in her 
Stature, modeſtly and decently attired; her 
Deportment had in it a becoming Gravity, 
her Countenance was ſtern and awful, com- 
manding, at the ſame Time, Love and Ve- 
neration. As ſhe approached that Severi 
inſenſibly ſoften'd into a Serenity, whic 
beſpoke the firmeſt Compofure of Mind; 
B 3 being 
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being wholly attached to theſe new Com. 
anions, who called upon you not to regard 
ag I ſawthee look upon her with a dumb 
Indifference, and continue thy Journey; 
yOu were plenty in full Poſſeſſion of the 
lefired Place: I ſaw you then penn 
catch at one of the gaudieſt and gay 
Flowers I had ever ſeen, which your Guide 
offered ; the old Lady, who nil followed, 
intreated thee earne N to refuſe it, you 
eagerly put it to your Noſe, and very ſo- 
bitterly complained of the Stinging and Pain 
it left behind. Being much out of Humour 
at this Diſappointment, the Blood of Re- 
ſentment began to glow in your Cheeks, and 
in a frantick Humour, you violently caught 
Hold of your late admu'd Guide, to pun- 
iſh her for the Deceit ſhe had put upon 
you; but good Heaven ever defend the 
Children of the Faithful, from ſeeing ſuch 
an Object as then preſented itſelf ; the Dia- 
monds which ſparkled about her inſtantly 
loſt their Luſtre, and her ſumptuous Habit 
then appeared to be rotten and loathſome 
Rags covered with Tinſel, her Perſon 
withered, wrinkled and lame, her Eyes lan- 
guiſhed with a melancholy Caſt, which, 
now and then, ſhe rolled uddenly about, 
as if ſhe was afraid; from every Pore of her 
Body iſſued Streams of loathſome and fetid 
Matter, and every Limb carried the Re 
5 membrance 


3 
membrance of ſome Vice; the Diſcovery of 
this hideous” SpeRacle, at firft, had ſuch an 
Effect upon you, that I grew nſive 


of the Conſequences; with a ſtupid In- 
ſenſibility, chen wild Ravings pry rome! 


— Grey — 2 — with 
theſe Agitations, the old Lady, whom you 
had firſt looked upon with Contempt, came 
forward with an Air of za 
Sight of her, you ſeemed to be in much 
Confuſion, with down caſt Eyes, and much 
Sorrow, you fell at her Feet ſubmiſſively, 
begging her Pardon, and imploring her 
Aſſiſtanoe; then reaching your Hand to the 
old Lady, who obligingly offered hers, 
ſhe addrefſed-thee in a plain friendly Man- 
ner, Come, my Daughter, it is ſeldom too 
late to be acquainted with me, come with 
wy — help you; then leading thee 
2 another Way, ſhe aſked if you knew 
you were; on making no Anſwer, 

ſhe ſaid, The great Plain you had entered 
was called Li fe, that thy fellow Travellers 
were the reſt of Mankind, and that the Mul- 
titude of Roads thou metteſt with after were 
the different Settings out in the World; the 
Mile before you met the Woman was the firſt 


Year which young People generally pals in- 
4 no- 


1"RYTY 
nocently enough; that Woman was Vice, 
and they along with her were Prodigaljty, 
Wantonneſs and Exceſs, her conſtant Com- 
ions and Followers; the fantaſtick 
Habits they appeared in-were mere Show 
and Outſide, to delude the Unwary; the 
Valley was that of unlawful Pleaſures, from 
whence no one ever returned without Want, 


Diſeaſes and Remorſe; ſhe added, that her 


on Name was Reaſon, that ſhe would 
teach the Way to Wiſdom: As ſhe was 
going on, one of my Women entering my 
Ehamber both ſhe and my Viſion inſtant- 

| = diſappeared. On thy Account, my dear 
La belle, I ſhall enquire from the wiſeſt 
2 Derviſes and graveſt F Muſſulmen, what 
the Will of our great Prophet is towards 


® Derviſe, or Derviches. This Word is originally 
Perfian, and ſignifies, in that Language, a Beggar. 
Among the Turks they are an Order of Monks, 
who profeſs extreme Patience and Poverty : They 
are very chaſt while they continue among the Bro- 
therhood ; but are ſuffered, at their own Requeſt, 

o out and marry 

* Muſſulmen fakes, among the Turks, at this 
Day, Orthodox, or true Believers : tis derived from 
an Arabick Word, which ſignifies ſav d. Mahomet 
eſtabliſhed his Religion by Fire and Sword, ſparing 
none but thoſe who became his Proſelytes: Hence the 
Word Mufſulman fi Word, ſav'd, others will have it 
to be a Sclawonian Word ſignifying predeſtinated. 


thee 3; 


| (9) 
thee ; in the mean Time I beg, that thou 


ws op ak Virtue, keep thy Health, 
and happy. | 
Conſtantinople the 14th D 
or =" 

| S ELINA. 


L E T T E. K H. 


S ELINA the Empreſs to ISABELLA. 


HOUGH IT am conſcious of the 


 Achmet Baſha *, yet as I am unacquainted 
with the Cuſtoms and Privileges of his 
Seraglio, thou would*ſt pity me when I 
tell you, my dear Jabella, that . ears 
for you increaſe in Proportion to the Diſ- 

tance that thou art gone from me. I have, 
to no Purpoſe, conſulted the devouteſt 


* Baſha is an Arabick Word, ſignifying Lieute- 
nant- Governor of a Province, | 


Worth and Excellence of thy Spouſe. 
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* Tmams and learned + Molocks for an Ex- 
ey my Viſion: The greater their 
ifficulties appeared, the more ſollicitous 

I grew for its Interpretation. One of my 
Women, whois a Circaſſian, at Jength in- 
formed me, that there was a ſage and ho- 
ly || Derviſe, who lived at & Temir-Capi, be- 
tween the Foot of Mount Caucaſus and the 
| Caſpian Sea, named Beddridin Alli, who has 
ſeen one thouſand and twenty Moons : A 
Life ſpent in the ſtricteſt Auſterity and 
continual Acts of Piety has made him fa- 
mous ; thirty - five Times has our holy 
Prophet heard his deyout ber in 
the ſacred Porch of Mecca; his chief Diet 
is Vegetables, and ſuch wholeſome Herbs 


as he gathers among the Rocks ; his Pa- 


nam or Iman, an Office in the Mahometan 
Murch, anſwerable to that of à Vicer amongſt us ; 
it is held by ſome to be hereditary, like the Pon- 
tificate of =—_—_ They are held in ſuch Reverence, 
chat let their Doctrines be what they will, after their 
Alection to this Office, he is looked ** to be 
heterodox who oppoſes them. The Word fig- 
niftes Prelate, and is ſometimes uſed as a Term of 
Excellence for the Heads of the faur Se&s among 
"the Mahometans, as Abu-beker Imam of che Se fol- 
Jowed by the Turks , &c. . 

+ Advlacks, Doctors of the Mahometan Laws. 
Derviſe. See Page 8, Note Derviſe. 

J Temir Capi ſignifies Iron Gate; it is a ſtron 
Fortreſs near Derbynt, on the great Road to Per 
en that Side. r „ | 


late 


(411) 
| late is 2 Stranger to any other Drink but 
Water: This rigid Courſe of Lite has pro- 
cured him ſuch a clearneſs of Underſtand- 
ing, and has ſo inlightened his intellectual 
Faculties, that he ſees the Wonders of 
Heaven above, and the Secrets of all Na- 
ture infallibly. This venerable Perſon have 
I therefore called to our Imperial Preſence : 
The Gravity, Picty, and great Wiſdom of 
this good Man have aſtoniſhed me; he has 
told me that my Viſion was from Heaven, 
and that it was left to him to explain thaſe 
delightful Truths which the Angel Reaſan 
mentioned in my Viſion, and that it Was 
my Duty to tranſmit them to thee, my 
Child, for thy Inſtruction, Firſt, fays 
he, as Gop is the Source of + Truth, 
and the Perfection of it, and indeed Truth 
iſelf, I will peak of him; at which Ex- 
reſſion ſuch an Elevation of Heart, and 
ivinity of Countenance ſo manifeſted it- 


* God, This is a Term which can't be well 
defined : The common Acceptation ſignifies a Being 
infinite, incomprehenfible, &c. It is properly a Re. 
lative Term, which fignifies Dominion, to which 
Idea, if you annex the negative Attributes, it makes 
out the proper Import of this Word. 

+ Truth. Plato held Truth in ſo much Reve- 
rence, that he aſſerted the Supreme Being might 
have Truth for his Soul; and I ſuppoſe that our 
Derviſe took this Expoſition from that Divine Phi- 
loſopher. a 

ſelf 


FF 
ſelf in him, that inſtead of reverencing him 
T almoſt forgot myſelf into Adoration. 
The Supreme Being, ſays he, is the true 
 Loxp of Nature, + Chance, and} Ne- 
cefſity, (the falſe Gods of many Derviſes) 
for Nature is no other than the Operations 
of the all-powerful and wiſe Gop upon un- 
active Matter, and Chance the viſible Ef- 
fects of a Cauſe entirely unknown to theſe 
Hereticks. Neceſſity is no other than the 
conſtant and regular Obedience of Things 
to the Laws of Nature, and has no Power 
in itſelf; hence it is evident that theſe are 
imaginary, and have no Original but the 
Will of the Eternal Cauſe, and that ſuch 
_ a Being demonſtratively exiſts is certain; 
for though we conſtantly ſee e the 


Nature. Our Derviſe rightly conceives this per 5 


plex d Term, for it certainly 
gregate Syſtem of all Beings, but 

e Supreme Creator has impoſed upon 
Ariſtotle gives you a whole Chapter on the different 
Explanations of this Word ; and the great Mr. Boyle 
enumerates eight various Uſes of it amongſt us, but to 
our Derviſe's great Honour he K himſelf 
to think as he does. 

+ Chance. If this Term means any Thing at all 
it ſhould only be applied to Events * all out 
without any neceſſary Cauſe. 

Neceſſity differs from Conſtraint in this, that 
the former is joined with the Pleaſure and Incli- 
nation of the Will; to which Conſtraint is contrary ; 
as in the Caſes of moral Neceſſity. 


whole 


/ 
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whole Syſtem of the Univerſe a contiriual 
Succeſſion of the ſame Cauſes and Effects, 
although this Order of Things may have 
perſiſted in the ſame Rotation for thouſands 
and thouſands of Years; yet as we can diſ- 
caver nothing that could give itſelf original- 
ly Being, or produce itſelf into Motion, we 
muſt neceſſarily refer the Being and Mo- 
tion of all Things to ſome original and in- 
viſible Cauſe and Mover: Hence the Idea, 
or Notion of Go p, is as clearly acqui- 
red as any Mathematical Certainty, and 
that he is independent is plain, from his 
having a Power to begin the firſt Motion 
of Things; and as he is the original Cau- 
ſer of al Things, he cannot have any ſu- 
perior Cauſe, — he muſt be * Self- 
exiſtent 3 and further, that there muſt be 
indiſpenſibly - an independent Being is 
plain, ſince we ſee no in the Univerſe 
able to produce itſelf, or if produced car- 
ry itſelf into Motion. This Being muſt be 
F eternal, as he has given Being to every 
Self exiſtent. The ſelf-exiſtent Being may be 
conſidered abſolutely or relatively : Abſolutely, as 
he is in his own Nature the Object of Contempla- 


tion and Admiration ; relatively, as he is regarded 


by his Creatures as the Object of Adoration and 
Worſhip. 


+ Eternal. Our Derviſe rightly calls the Supreme 
Being eternal, and in other Places infinite, for he that 
is the eternal and infinite Cauſe, is the true Loxb of 
Eternity and Infinity. 

Thing. 
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Thing. As alt Things had 'a Þ A 
their original Cauſe muſt of Noa have 
ns Beginning, ſo conſequently eternal. 
Mighty Sultaneſs, theſe are plain and in- 
eonteſtible Truths, which thy humble Slave 
has the Honour to deliver to thee. That 
this eternal Being is alſo incomprehenſible 
is evident by the Faculty of our Reaſon. 
We are able to trace from Cauſe to Cauſe, 
Upward to the great original Cauſe, by 
which we get a certain Knowledge of his 
Exiſtence; but ſince the manner of ſuch 
Exiſtence is intirely unknown to us, it ne- 

ily follows, that he muſt be, and is 
mcomprehenſible. The Perfection of the 
Supreme Being is clearly deducible from 
this, that we can find nothing upon which 
de may poſſibly or probably depend for 
his Exiſtence, for he himſelf is the Spring 
and Source of all Exiftence, therefore his 
Mode of Exiſtence muſt be perfeck: From 
theſe Conſiderations we may juſtly con- 
chade, that he exiſts without Bounds or 
OI and if he does, he is furely 
every where, and this is called his“ Ubj- 
quity. That the Supreme Being 1s but 


* Ubiquity, properly Omnipreſence, a divine 
Attribute, by which the Supreme Being is intimately 
and virtually preſent with all Things; to ſuppoſe 
him preſent any other Way would be to imagine 
ſomething neceſſary to his Exiſtence. 


one, 


(15) 
one, for to ſuppoſe more than one would 
deftroy his Independance and Perfection; 
for by this Means he would become de - 

ant and imperfect. If we ſuppoſe two 

ings to exiſt, they muſt be either of the 
ſame or of oppoſite Natures; if of the 
fame, their exiſting and acting in the ſame 
Mariner, their Nature and Effences would 
co-incide together, and conſequently fo 
unite as to become one; if oppoſite, their 
continual acting in Contradiction to one an- 
other, they muſt deſtroy each other's Ex- 
iſtence, and that of every Thing elſe. Gon 
has therefore been proved to be the Au- 
thor of Exiſtence and Motion, and as 
ſuch, he, without Doubt, created the U- 
niverſe, and it Exiſtence by the abſo- 
jute Power of his own Nature, his Right 
of Creator ſflip giving him Authority to 
zovern it by his Power, and conduct it 
his Providence; on theſe Accounts he 
challenges no leſs the Obedience and Ado- 
ration from Amureth, the invincible 80“ 
vereign of all the Earth, thy Hufband, 
than from Bedriddin, the meaneſt of thy 
Slaves. The Supreme Being muſt be 2 
Spirit, otherwife he would be material, 
ard if material, moſt excellent Princeſs, 
he muſt confift of Parts, which being fe- 
parable implies Imperfection; beſide, Mat- 
ter is incapable of acting of itſelf, and that 
2 is 


D 
is againſt the Idea we have advanced con- 
cerning the firſt Mover. That he is alſo 


unchangeable, and unalterable, we con- 


clude from the Perfection of his Nature; 


for if he were liable to Variation or Change 
it would argue him an imperfect Being: 
Perhaps it may be aſked, How the Su- 

reme Being, who 1s a Spirit, can poſſi- 
bly act upon, and put the material World 
into Motion ? If there is any Perſon ſo ig- 


norant of his Power I refer him to him- 


ſelf ; his Soul acting upon his own Body 
wall inform him ; his Wiſdom, Knowledge, 
and Mercy ſpeak aloud in the ſtupendous 
Frame of the Univerſe, its admirable Con- 
trivance, the regular Viciſſitudes of the 
Seaſons, and the wonderful Revolutions of 
the Celeſtial Bodies; but above all, his un- 

ſpeakable Goodneſs is peculiarly manifeſted 
to Man, into whom, as the wiſe Law-giver 
of the Jeus obſerves, he breathed a living 
Soul. He then concluded with telling me, 
that our next Converſation ſhould be con- 
ing the Nature and Eſſence of the Soul. 


If theſe profound Myſteries, my dear Ja- 


bella, impreſs themſelves as ſtrongly u 

thy Es as they have upon oy of = 
tender Mother, i make no Doubt but 
thou wilt be one Day a happy Sharer of 
thoſe Joys promiſed. by our Prophet to 


true Believers. May the all- ſeeing Go Py 
LY a 
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and the Hoſt of Prophets watch over thy 
Heart! Farewel. | 


Second Day of the 3d Moon, 
ac M. SELIMA.” 


B ET T B R N 3 
SELIMA the Empreſs to ISABELLA. | 


H thou E Princefs, exalted high 

above all the Thrones of the Earth, 
chief Favourite, and Wife to the invinci- 
ble “ Sultan, (continued my ſage Dervi/e) 
I ſhall now reveal to thee great and myſ- 
terious Truths, as explained by the immor- 
tal + Caliph Hah, 'a few Days before that 
Oracle of Piety andReligion fled to the ever- 
laſting Regions of Joy in Paradiſe. The 
devout || A/ambaba aſk*'d him how he under- 


®* Sultan, ſignifies Conqueror, a Title given by a 
conquered Prince of Arabia to one of the Ottoman 
Kings, who after aſſumed the Title, which has been 
ſince kept by all his Succeſſors, ande Sultaneſs. | 

+ Caliph, ſignifies Succeſſor, but was more parti- 
cularly applied to the High Prieft, or Head of the 
Mahometan Church, than to that of King, for which 
it was ſometimes uſed. 

|| 4/ambaba, the Head or Principal of the Se& 
of the Derviches, | 

Vol. I C ſtood 
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bod theſe” Paſlkzzes 
ran. © There is no other Cauſe why G Vb 
&« did endue and adorn Mankind with 


<« Reaſon and Underſtanding above other 


* Ertftures, biit only to the End that we 
« ſhould diligently and effectually conſider 
“ in. our Minds the infinite Largeneſs of 
ce the divine Grace and Bounty, and the 
- «© Onifilpoterite of the Deity ; and for this 
« Cauſe only did he place Eyes in Man's 
8 Body that he ſhould behold and ac- 
4223 ge his admirable Works, and 
ny 88 which he hath made in 
% Abundance by his divine Power and 


« nipotenee; and therefore did he faſten 


« Ears to the Head of Man, that he ſhould 
te attend and hearken to the Words of the 
. heavenly Law, that having heard and well 
« underſtood them, he ſhould diligently 

tc keep and obſerve them. Theſe Things, 
aluftrious Hali, tend to the Glofification 
of the one Gob, and muſt give exquiſite 
Pleaſure to the Inquirer; but as it is here 


mentioned, TRERE 1s No OTHER CAus k, 
it ſeems evidently to exclude the delicious 


* /lcoran, or Coran, call'd fo of dent 
nence by the Impoſtor Mahomet. Thi Word 

fies Reading, in Emulation to the Holy 2 
which are ſtyl'd Writings: Tis the Revelation of 
the Mahonittans, and aferted by them to have been 
brought down by the Angel Gabriel in 23 Years to 
that Impoſtor ; but the Truth of it is, that he was 


aſſiſted in this Compoſition by one 9 a Monk. 
Profpects 


of the divine * Av. 
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Profpett ir Paradiſe, and hawortil _ 
art 


aged r * het, to de 
Far u 
ſon now, oh A any ebay mbaba, 2 


12 . eſt the 3 1 all = 
oly? ous ou not 
clings * hy, by te "Ak fiance of th 
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there are three k. 


mate and actuate all material Beings ; the 
ſenſitive, which informs the brute * 


tion . vegetative, that of Plants; and the 
of the human Species : The ra- 

Ka Soul is that Being in the human Bod 

by whoſe Aſſiſtance we apprehends 


reaſon, Ec. it cannot be a art nor Fa- 

2 of the Body is plain, for though the 
Eyes, Ears, and the of our co rporeal Or- 

gans ſhould ceaſe te diſc] 4 ark Hag. 


ons, yet the Properties of Reaſoning, W 

and Doubting ſtill live in the Soul; he 

3 — 4 at the Head of 
ie the Mor her Orders, and di: 

e Motions of her inferior Officers. 


* Soul. I take the human Soul to be that ſpiri- 
tual Subſtance, proper to inform, or animate a hu- 
man Body, and by its Union with this Body to con- 


ſtitute a reaſonable Animal, or Man. This is ite 
Ellence. 


C 2 
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(20). 
If the Soul did not actuate the human 
Body, (if we could act at all) there would 
be as much Confuſion as we ſee in Armies 


without a General; further we can diſco- 
ver nothing in * Matter from whence any 


one Operation of the Soul can poſſibly flow, 
and that ſhe exiſts in orig we wid con- 
ſcious, but in a dependant Manner: A- 
mong all her excellent Faculties we can 
trace nothing in her like a Power of giving 
herſelf Exiſtence; we muſt therefore, for 
her Being, refer her to ſomething ſu- 
perior, and this can be no other than 
the tremendous Gop of the + Reſurrection. 
T think, moſt learned Derviſe, that from 
theſe Conſiderations you will conclude 
with me, that the Soul is not the human 


Body, nor any Faculty thereof; but that 


it is an immaterial Being joined to the 
human Body by an inconceivable Uni- 
on, which diſpenſes its Will and In- 
ſtructions to each of the Organs; nor 


Matter is defin'd to be an extended, ſolid, di- 


viſible, paſſive Subſtance, the unknown Subſtratum 


of all natural Things, none of whoſe Properties can 
dear the leaſt Reſemblance to thoſe. of the Soul in 


| eſurreFion. The Doctrine of the Reſurrection 
is held in fuch Veneration among the Mahometan:, that 
they tell you there is an Angel named E/-aphil who 
always ſtands with a Trumpet in his Mouth ready 

to proclaim the Day of Judgment. l 
2 | Can 


Aa Oh of Se a ea. _ 


. 
can we deny the Power which the Soul 
has over the Body by hel p of this Union, 
which we cannot comprehend more than 
the Authority of a General over an Army, 
becauſe we have not ſeen his Commiſſion. 
I am not ignorant, holy Aſambaba, that 
ſome of the learned Molocks of your Pro- 
feſſion have, from the everence 
which they bear to our Parent Earth, aſ- 
ſerted, that the rational Soul was material: 
if this Opinion was true, and that Matter 
could think, thy religious Veſtment would 
be as conſcious of Pleaſure and Pain, Good 
and Evil, as thou art; beſides, we know 
the Operations of our bodily Organs are al- 
ways converſant with, and concerned about 
material and ſenſible Objects, theſe argue 
the Body's Materiality ; but the Employ- - 
ments and Operations of the Soul, which 
are Reaſoning, pat ng Willing, Cc. are 
in themſelves abſolutely immaterial, and 
— evidently demonſtrate the Immate- 
ty of that Bei from whence ſuch - 
One 8 flow. "Theſe laſt Arguments 
alſo contribute ſtrongly towards : 4 prov- 
ing the Soul's Immortality. There may 
be many Arguments drawn from Morali- 
and God's Providence, to aſſert this 
Dodrine, not only with the higheſt Degree 
of Probability, but with Certainty-; the 


great Opulence and good Things of this 
C 3 | Life, 


22 | 

Life, with. which we ſee. the ſtiff-necked 
and ſtubborn Ferys abqund, the Diſtreſſes 
and Calamities with which we conſtantly ſee | 
the pure and undefiled Sons of our great 
Prophet labour, may ſatisfy us, that, with · 
out Doubt, the Time will come, when 
every Man ſhall receive Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments proportionable to his Actions; 
az Ijuſt now obferved, that the Arguments 
to prove its Immateriality confirm its Im- 
mortality; for if the Soul be immaterial, as 
it furely is, it muſt be without Parts, and 
confequently indiviſible, and therefore cer- 
tainty immortal. From the Nature and 
Manner of Exiſtence of the human Body, 
it cannot think, without the Aſſiſtance of 
the Soul, though the Soul may, without 
the Organs of * Body: And this Conſide- 
ration may demonſtrate to us the Soul's 
having a Pawer of thinking after Death, 

and confequently being capable of Ha 
pineſs or Miſery in a — State. Th 
great Author of our Being has endowed 
the Soul with the divine Faculties of reaſon- . 
ing and diftinguiſhing Right from Wrong; 
we therefore become Objects of the Al- 
mighty's- Love, or Hatred, who will no 
Doubt annex Rewards or Puniſhments in 
the World to come, ſuitable to our Natures. 
Theſe, mighty Sultaneſs, were the Opi- 
nions of the ſanctified Hat, Succeſſor to 
| Our 


tow? 


our great Prophet. That the Scul is of 2 
divine Nature thou knoweſt, from whence 
you. will naturally enquire, ho the | 
comes to do Evil. There are other Prin- 
ciples in the human Body, with which ſhe 
wages cantinual War. Theſe are the Paſte 
ſions which ſometimes conquer and lead her 
in miſerable Ca What theſe Paß 
ſions are, with Rules for ſubduing of them, 
ſhall be (adorable Princeſs) the Subje af 
thy. faithful Slaye Beddridin's . Con- 
verſation. My dear {/abella, the Diſcourſes 
ofthis wiſe Derviſt have had more Influence 
upon me, than all the ſage Advice of the 
venerable Mufti. Do you ſeriouſly think 
of them; and above all Things, — Care 
of your immortal Soul, farewel. 


Conſtantinople the 5th Day 
of the 7th Moos. 


SELIMA. 


r 
SELIMA fo ISABELLA. 


Y dear Jabella, the ſolid Pleaſure 
| which my wiſe Derviſe gave me, in 
8 


Diſcourſe, ——— the Soul's 
Immortality, influenced me to ſend for him 
4 ſome- 


(44) ; 


ſomewhat earlier the next Day. 1 own 


now, my dear Child, that I thirſt impati- 


ently after Inſtruction, as well on my own, 
as thy Account. I am fatisfied, that I 
can quench it no where ſo well, as in the 
ure Fountain of this Derviſe's Wiſdom : 
is laſt Diſſertation conſiſted in the na- 
tural Evidence of * Virtue and Vice, 
Good and Evil, Sc. the Sum of which 
I ſend thee, in the beſt Manner I can 
recollect. Great Madam (ſays he) among 
all the Excellencies with which I have — 
ved the ſ human Soul to be enriched, theſe 
are none of the ſmalleſt, that ſhe can think, 
reaſon, and is capable of Happineſs or 
Miſery, and of — Right from 
5 ** 


* Virtue, Vice, &c. It is very obſervable, that 
our learned Derwi/e treats theſe Words, vin. Virtue, 
Good, Right, and their Oppoſites, as ſynonymous 
Terms ; and I believe very juſtly ; for after all the 
ſubtle Definitions given on theſe Words, I believe, 
on a cloſe Enquiry, they will be found to amount to 
the ſame Thing. | 

+ Soul or Mind. Philoſophers acknowledge three 
Kinds, God, Angels, and the human Soul; for a 
thinking Being muſt either be ſinite or infinite, if in- 
finite, it is God, if finite, it either- operates by hu- 
man Organs, or not; if not, tis Angel, if through 
human Organs, tis Man, The human Mind is pro- 

rly defin'd a der, rational Subſtance; by 

hinking it is diſtinguiſhed from Body; and by 
Reaſoning from God and Angels, which are ſuppoſed 
to ſee and know Things intuitively. 


Wrong. 


(35) 
W As this laſt is the al Cha- 
— of Mankind, let pow j 
ogreſs the Mind takes for the inveſti- | 
this Knowledge; there are but 
ays of communi Information 
to 88 "firſt by external and ſenſible Ob- 
jects, impreſſi — upon the Or- 
gans of the infant Body, l certain 
— in the — Faculties, which 
being by them conveyed to the * Seat of Sen- 
ſation, produce the — of ＋ Pleaſure or 
Pain. Theſe therefore are the firſt Perce 
tions that the Mind can be ſuppoſed to 
furniſhed with, the next from internal Objects 
which the Mind has received from Things 
without; and now growing into a Kind of 
Acquaintance with them, exerts her re- 
flecting Faculty upon them; and accordi 
to the Meaſure of Pleaſure or Pain produc 
by them, denominates fuch Things good 


Seat of Senſation, or Sen/orium, ſuppoſed to be 
the Seat of the Soul; tis placed by ſome in the Me- 
dulla oblengata, becauſe that there the Nerves from all 
the Organs of Senſation terminate, which are the 
Canals through which all Information paſles to the 
Soul, and aſſiſt her in no other Shape 

+ Pleaſure or Pain, the great — of Life, is 
intirely managed and governed by theſe two Princi- 
ples. Wherever Providence has anexed theſe Ideas, 
we may aſſure ouſelves, that ſome Duty is enjoined, 
for the Benefit of either the Individual, or the 8 
to admoniſh us, either to chuſe this, or * . 
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l hence we have two kinds of Know- 
ledge, the ſenſitive and rational; of this 
laſt kind is the Idea of the Exiſtence of 
—— and | po Foul, p tires the ſenſible Ob- 
in orld ſoliciting our Organs 
could never produce the Idea of Gop in us, 

till the Mind in internally reflects and com 
thoſe Objects which ſhe has received from 
without. I ſhall not pretend, mighty Sul- 
taneſs (continued he) confidently to affirm, 
that the Perception of Good and Evil ori- 
ginally takes its Riſe from the Ideas of 
Pleaſ leaſure and Pain; but I think, it very 
naturally follows, that the Mind, when ſhe 
is able to compare Actions and Things 
with one another, will be very apt to pro- 
nounce that to be good which gives her 
Pleaſure, and that Evil which gives her 
Pain. This Method of — in the 
Mind, gives it but a Kind « of — and 
limited Knowledge. It may be worth 
while to enquire, ow ſhe comes by thoſe 
general Truths, with which we ſee her fur- 
niſned. This ſhe does, by the Power of 
Abſtraction, which is done, by ſeparating . 
the Ideas of Circumſtance, Time and Place, 
from particular Objects or Actions; hence 
it is, that the Mind i is ſo plentifully ſtored 
with univerſal Notions ; foe the meaſurin ng 
the moral Rectitude or Obliquity of thele 
general Notions the Mind, at firſt, thee 
em 


(27) 


them by the Degrees of Pleaſure or Pain 
ſuch Objects or Actions would have given 
it. Thus the Mind becomes enlarged, and 

extends herſelf gradually, from particular 
to general Truths; and from the-partieylar 
Ideas of Pleaſure and Pain, ſhe arrives at 
the general Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
Right and Wrong, Virtue and Vice, Ce. 
This Knowledge or Conſciouſneſs of the 
Difference, between theſe oppoſite Prinei · 
ples, univerſally yes all Mankind, in 
their Actions, ta purſue the one, and avoid 
the other. Moſt ſublime Empreſs (conti - 
nued he) Iam ſure, that thou art convinced 
that the Knowledge of Right and Wrong, 
Good and Evil, is as inſeparable from a 
thinking Being, as its Exiſtence. I men- 
tioned, that all Mankind were obliged tq 
purſue Good,, and avoid Evil: Let us exa» 
mine from what human Obligations ariſe, 
and in what they conſiſt. * Human Obli- 
gations have their fundamental Grounds in 
two Things; firſt, we are naturally bound 
to give every Man ſuch Treatment, as we 
in the like Circumſtances would chuſe to 


* Human or natural Obligatious are founded on 
natural Equity, without the Enforcement of civil 
Neceflity or Conſtraint ; Civil Obligation is founded 
in Conſtraint, without any Foundation in natural 
Equity ; from theſe two ariſes a third Kind, called 
mix'd, which is, when the civil Power confirms the 
natural Equity, | 


re- 


a 
receive, as we muſt believe he has placed 
the ſame Eſtimate on Things that we have 
the other ſeems to flow from this Source 
alſo, that from the Perception of Right and 
Wrong, we are obliged to do good, that 
is, to promote the Happineſs of ourſelves 
and others as far as we can. HumanObli- 
gations therefore conſiſt in the exact Confor- 
| mity of all our Actions to right Reaſon, as 
far as we have Abilities; for to Actions im- 
poſſible there lies no Obligation. To render 
all our Actions morally good or evil, *tis 
neceſſary we fhould have Abilities, that is, 
that we ſhould have it in our Power, or be 
able, at any Time, to chuſe this, to reject 
that. If a Man had not a Freedom of 
Choice, he would act under Neceſſity, and 
therefore not liable to Obligation, as he 
could not be then reputed the Author of his 
own Actions. | | 
Great Madam, ſince I have mentioned 
* Reaſon, give me Leave, by Way of De- 
finition, to ſubjoin my Notions of it. I 
take it to be that excellent Faculty of the 
Soul, by which it diſtinguiſhes every De- 
gree of Right and Wrong in all human 
Actions. 


* Reaſon is that Principle of the Soul, by which it 
inveſtigates Truth, by examining and comparing Con- 
ſequences and Relations, : 


There 


(29) 

There are two Objections uſually made 
by ſubtle Caſuiſts, to their Principle of 
Will or Liberty, firſt, that the T Paſ- 
fions carry the Will away, and lay her un- 
der a Neceſſity of acting in Conſequence to 
their imperious Commands. This, great 
Madam, I confeſs, is too frequently the 
Caſe in young Perſons z but when the rea- 
ſoning Faculty is grown to ſuch an Age, 
as to diſcern, that thoſe F elder Brothers 
hers have ſeduced, and violently - detain 
one of her ableſt Aſſiſtants ; ſhe aſſiduouſſy 
applies herſelf to the diſintangling it from 
chair Fetters, which being done, Reaſon 
then confederates herſelf with the Will, and 
makes War upon the Paſſiohs, to the ſub- 
duing of thoſe their inveterate Enemies. 
The other Objection is of a more dark and 


* Will or Liberty, our Dervi/e erroneouſly con - 
founds thoſe two Principles together; the Will is 
that Impreſſion or natural Tendency of the Mind, 
which indeterminately carries us to this or that ; and 
Liberty, that Power of the Mind, which directs thoſe 
general Impreſſions to any particular Objec. 

+ Paſhons, are properly ſuch Motions only, as in- 
terrupt the Soul in her Action ; the different Motions 
and Apitations of the Soul are frequently called Paſ- 
ſions, but in Strictneſs many of them are Actions, ſuck 
as Ambition, c. | | 

Elder Brothers, the Derwy/e ingeniouſly proves the 
Pailions the Reaſon's elder Brothers; tis certainly by 
them we are determined in our Infancy, before the 
reaſoning Faculty is able 10 exert itſelf. 


in- 


\ 


— 


intricate Nature, Which is, that if Man had 
an abſolute Freedom of Will, ſuch a Prin- 
diple would interfere with, and totally de- 
ſtroy the Notions of à governing + Provi- 
dence in the ſupreme Being. FE 

- Town, mighty Sultaneſs, that the diffe 

rent Expoſitions which many wiſe and 
learned MÞlocki have given me on this 


Point, have rather perplexed than cleared 


p the Matter; however, if your High- 
neſs will condeſcend to hear the humbleſt 
of thy Slaves Daren, I ſhall reveal thoſe 
— goons which ſatisfied me on this Queſ- 


I was convipced within myſelf, that the 

Supreme Being extended a general Provi- 
detice to all the Things of the Univerſe ; 
that he had reſtribel ſtated Laws, by 
which all Beings were to be regulated and 
Ed; that the Sun was to vilit the 
World at its appointed Time; that the 
Seaſons were to ſucceed each other, for the 
ting, nouriſhing, and ripening into 
Uſe the vegetable World; that the ſame 
Effects ſhould ever follow the ſame Cauſes, 


I Providence. The Notion of a Providence has 
been very early in the World, even amongſt the 
Heathen Theologiſts it is founded on this Opinion, 
that the Creator has not ſo aſcertained the Laws 
of Nature and ſecond Cauſes, but that he can, at any 

Time, interpoſe to alter, enforce or ſuſpend them. 


that 


(4t) 


that is, chat all Animals ſhould be conic 


hued, propagated, and preſerved in the 
roar? Wien; but here the Difficulty a- 


tole, whether the Supreme Being exerted a 
particular Act of his Providence at all times 
ts leave Mankind without the Protec- 
tion of the Supreme Being I thought. was 
very hard; and again, if all our immediate 
Actions were under his Influence, we ſhould 
then act under Neceſſity, and our evil Acti- 
ons would be not imputable to us, but to 
the Supreme Being, which was an Opinion 
ſo contrary to the Ideas of his infinite Good- 
neſs, and Perfection, that I ſhook with 
Hortor at the Thought. Theſe Conſider- 
ations often diſtracted my Thoughts, and 


fill d me with diſmal Apprehenſions. Whi- 


ther mould I fly for Succour ? Where was 
my Relief in ſuch a Dilemma, ſinee no 
human Power could aſſiſt me? I natural- 
ly concluded that it was from Heaven only 
I was to ex 
moſt zealous Supplications to our holy Pro- 
phet for his Inſtruction concerning this great 
Doubt, the laſt Time I put up my im- 
portant Petition at the ſacred Door of Mec- 
ca, ſuddenly a Drowlineſs fell upon me, 
and a death-Nke Sleep ſucceeded : I found 
myſelf ( I can't tell in what manner) in the 
Company of a white * Angel; his Perſon 
Angel, or Genius. The Platonifis, and other 
Eaftern 


Information. After the 


was tall and 
ly, and mixed with ſo much Sweetneſs and 
Majeſty, that at firſt I was at a Loſs whe- 


ther I ſhould love or adore him. Thy 


Prayers, my Son, ſaid he, have reached 
the Heaven of our great Prophet's Paradiſe ; 
he has ſent me to comfort thy Soul with 
the Eſſence of heavenly Knowledge; come 
with me and taſte the delicious Fountain 
of true Wiſdom : At this he lifted me gen- 
- tly-up, how I was carried I know not, but 1 
ſoon found myſelf ſituated in ſuch a Man- 
'ner as to ſee all the Things in the Univerſe 
as diſtinctly, and minutely, as the Figures 
in that Piece of Painting. What a Field 
for Contemplation and Amazement was 
here opened to my aſtaniſh'd View! all the 
Boſom of Nature lay open before me, her 
darkeſt Receſſes were unlogk*d ; I ſaw the 
ſtupendous and inviſible Cauſes of all the 
wonderful Phænomena of the Univerſe, 
which perhaps ſhall be the Buſineſs, great 

Sultaneſs, of a future Inquiry. My Guar- 
dian Spirit then told me, with a friendly 


| Faftern Philoſophers taught, that theſe Beings were . 


of two kinds; the one of a good, the other of an 
evil Nature: The good they ſuppoſed to be the 
Guardians of Men, and Mediators between them and 
the Supreme Being, arguing, that it was below the 


Majeſty of the Deity to have Regard for the trifling | 


Concerns of Mankind. 
AK, Seve- 


* 


. 
Severity, that the Man's Fully and Raſh-: 


neſs was equal, who at to unravel! 
the Secrets of the 3 pre- 
henſible Being, but particularl his Favours! 
to ing Man. Doſt not ſee, 


proceeded he, innumerable Swarms of Be- 
ings, inviſible to vulgar Sight, which per- 
petually hover about, and wait upon all 
Mankind, by the divine Will: Theſe Be- 
ings — aſſiſt, and confirm Men in 
the Ways of Virtue: Theſe flutter round 
their Pillows at Night, and attend their 
Footſteps by Day. It is not in the Power 
of one of to break in upon the eſta- 
bliſned Laws of Nature; ſuch as to ſave a 
Ship that is burſt from ſinking, the Laws 
> | Ship muſt fink; — — ſame, - and, the 
urſt Ship mu ough twenty good 
Men — aboard; nor will a found Veſ- 
ſel meet with the like Fate if ſnie carries 
a double Number of vicious Perſons; E- 
very Law of Nature is unalterably the ſame; 
et how canſt thou, O Man! — y a particu- 


Providence? Turn back upon thyſelf, 
and remember the — and unex- 
pected Advantages of thy Life. It is in 


thine own Power — — the Object of 
particular Providence: The — Au- 
_ of your Being has given you a-Soul 
capable of diſtinguiſhing Virtue from Vice, 
with ſo much Knowledge as to be ſenſible 
Vol. I. 22 that 


good Abgels ſhbuld: 


en you in Virtue, and -whil- 
Look 


per into your Soul Truth and Jo 
yonder, at the Door of that Palace there 
ſtand two Men: He upon the Right is a 
devout and holy Man ; 3 him 
you behold a white Angel, who is now diſ- 
funding himfram going to a Banquet with his 
Jews who nome bene n whom 
ood Angel was to leave, 
and he is now wholly under the Influence 
of an evil Spirit. The good Man has refuſed 
him, and you ſee he enters the Houſe alone; 
there he and his Fellows will indulge them- 
ſelves in ſenſual Pleaſures ſo long, that the 
very ſmalleſt Sparks of mall be 
extinguiſhed among them; for he who juſt 
now went in, ſhall for ſome ſlight Miſun- 
derſtanding, or Difference, — his Bro- 
ther's Butcher, and he himſelf ſhall inſtantly 
fall by the Hand of his inraged Father, while 
the good Man returns home with a Heart 
full of Peace and Comfort to his own Fa- 
1 quite ignorant of what is doing. 
—5 yielf now, curious Derviſe, 
_ rus ty, arora there is 
| "ow 


. 


—— 
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a general Providence, Men may expect to 
8 particular one, if their Virtue and 


Piety can intitle them to the divine Favour. 


Then, mighty Sultaneſs, my ſpiritualized 
Doctor left me, and I immediately awoke, 
and found myſelf among other Supplicants 
at the holy Temple of Mecca. Thus end- 
ed the good Derviſe. My dear Jſabella, if 
thou canſt read theſe general Hints with the 
ſame Pleaſure that 1, thy Mother, have 
heard them, thou wilt, no Doubt, apply 
them .to thy private Uſe. Thou haſt Here 
a general View of the Frame of thy Mind, 


ſincere Wiſh, 
anxious Mother,” 


with all its Advantages and Diſa 
its Friends and Enemies, ow 
that thou Þ: 4 N 
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eri fo aer, | 


do let the Words of Inſtruction pleaſe 
thee, my. dear Child, that 11 ſuf- 
Ned not one of the good Derviſe's Pre- 
cepts to eſcape thy Obſervation. Thou 
art ſenſible, 1 — 4 human Will has a 
natural Tendency to Good; but thou art 
alſo ſenſible, it is fre vently ſeduced, 'by 
the Appetites or , to the great 
the Gratificati- 
ly draws more 
Evils upon Mankind, than all the other 
Calamities, which are the neceſſary Attend- 
ants on human Nature. I ſhall, as minutely 
TS poſſible, ſend you the Sentiments of the 
Derviſe on this Point ; he fays, 

that the great Author of our Being, in 
Order to make the Union of the Soul, 
with her ſtupid Companion the Body, 
more ſupportable, has beſtowed upon us 
Paſſions or Affections, moſt of which are 
the Offspring of * Senſation, or at — 
ve 


* gSenſation. Our Derviſ muſt here mean inter- 
"ral 'Senſations, which ate Powers, or * Determinaci- 


005 


tw. 


have ſuch a 8 with i it, that it is 


hard to 7 15 iſh whether they belong to 
22 e or not. It is certain, that 
ing cf and Sorrow, Hope and fear, 


99. may, at firſt Sight, Pear to be 
Qualities in the Soul; Tr 1 believe. ſays 
the Derviſe, that upon a cloſe View we 
ſhall find them fundamentally to ſpring 
from Senſation. Great Madam, ſays he, 
a ſmall Degree of Attention will inform 
us, that all the Paſſions depend and flow 
in a ſecon Way from Pleaſure and 
Pain, and Pleaſure * Pain from Senſa- 
tion; Love ariſes from the Pleaſure that 
we have, either in the Proſpect or Poſſeſ- 
ſion of any Thing, whoſe 3 would 

give us Pain, Hatred that Pain which 
bo Thought of any Thing preſent or ab- 
ſent gives us. I'would not have you un- 
derſtand that, by aſcribing ſo much Merit 
to Senſation ; I mean, to detract from the 
Excellence of the Soul, no Madam, from 


the ſurpriſing Uſe which we ſee the Soul 


make of her material Organs, we may rea- 
ſonably conclude, that ſhe has many latent 
Qualities, which are buried in the Body, 
for Want of proper Organs to communi- 
cate them. The Ideas of Love and Hatred 


ons of the Mind, to be pleaſed with certain Forms 
and Ideas, which occur-to our Obſervation, in Ob- 
jects perceived by the external Senſes. 
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ET. .. 
aste no other than Difpofitions of the Mind 

| are generall C ered as the 

of all — — z and dar 1 
been ſaid, to gratify them all was impoſ- 

fible, and none was intolerable. I believe 

we ſhall find an Idea, which derives itfelf 
Hom: Pleaſure or Pain, and ſtands in the 
Middle, between it and the Paſſions, 
which is the Spur and Spring of almoſt all 
human Actions, by which the great Bufi- 
neſs of Life is carried on; I mean Dif- 
quietude, which I take to be a Reſtleſneſs 
of Mind for the Attainment of any Thin ü 


the poſſeſſing of which, we imagine, wi 


us nearer Happineſs; however new 
Gas Princip may ſeem, if we examine 
almoſt every human Affection by it, I am 
9 it will ſtand the Teſt; for Inſtance, 
Fear is a Diſquietude of the Mind, on Ac- 
count of ſome Evil, either impending, or 
already come upon us, Hope the Diſ- 
quietude we conceive at the Uncertainty 
of attaining that Good we expect, or an 
Evil to be avoided ; we ſhall find, that 
this Rule will hold good in every Thin 
where the Paſſions can properly be fai 
to have Place; and here, by the Way, 
it is worth while to obſerve, that there 
are many Habits and Diſpoſitions of 
Mind called Paſſions, which in Fact are 
not 
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have me 1 Actions, great Madam, 
ſaick he, permit me to digreſs a little into 
this Point. Moral Ackion is a volunta- 
Motion of a C eapable of di- 
inguiſhing Good and Evil, whoſe Effect 
therefore may Met y im —_ 
Agent. A moral Action ma e 
| defin'd to be whatever a 
dered as indued with the Power of — 
ſtanding, and willing, reſolves, thinks, 
eee e - 
as to become acconntab t 18 thus 
done or omitted, and tg Conſequences 
8 7 25 4 — ofthe Mo- 
is, that 
hw es oy 1 voluntarily. Tal mor _ 
Actions may be divided into Good 
Evil. From this Enquiry into the — 
or Action we m n that 
any of thoſe Things ich are called 
Paſſons are abſolute Actions. But prear 
Madam, continued he, as you are beſt 
acquainted with the Term Paſſion, for the 
future, I ſhall take the Liberty to call all 


Moral Action. Our Derviſe ſhould have 
rather confeſs'd modeſtly, that to go about to de- 
fine Action, was to perplex himſelf, and involve it in 
1 


D 4 Acti- 
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Actions hich bear any Reſemblance to 
Paſſions,: by the Name of Paſſions, 
for. tho' Ambition, Pride, Sc. are called 
Paſſions, ev 7 Man' s on Reaſon will, 
at the kaun G convince him, chat 
theſe ate rather Actions ariſing from 
violent Motions, and Agitations of the 
Soul. I grant, that Ambition, Pride, 
Sc. are neceffaril connected with, and 
fundamentally. wa to Pleaſure and 
Pain; but this is an active Connection and 
Foundation, and cannot, with any Pro- 
riety, be ſaid. to of in the Mind, 
like Hope, Fear, and the reſt. Thus, con- 
dduded the ſober Derviſe. Thou ſeeſt, 
my dear Child, in this ſmall Delineation of 
the human Affections, how wp we haye 
to fear from their Attacks; who can with- 
ſtand the Inſinuations of Pleaſure, or. the 
more. intolerable Shocks of Pain? Theſe, 
my dear Child, are the irreſiſtleſs Engines 
which the _ Paſſions uſe againſt us; but, 
whilſt our Reaſon. governs, and Will di- 
rects, through Gop and our holy Pro- 
Phet, thou en fear. Earevell 
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Told thee, my dear Iſabella, how my 
ſage Derviſe explained the Nature of the 
Paſſions, with the Effects have on the 
rational Soul. Thou knoweſt that this is 
a Subject very acceptable, as I have ſome- 
where mentioned my Apprehenſions ofthem 
on thy Account. I ſhall communicate un- 
to thee his Sentiments in the beſt manner ; 
my Memory will permit: He ſays, that ihe 
the Paſſions, which we falſly imagine to - 
be Qualities - inherent in- our Souls, are 
black Genii *, in the Employment of Lu- 


 ® Genii. The Platonifts, and other ancient Phi- 
loſophers ſuppoſed the Genii to be good or evil 
Spirits, which inhabit the vaſt Region of the Air be- 
tween Heaven and Earth. They were a ſort of in- 
termediate Powers who did the Office of Mediators 
between GoD and Men. They were the Interpre- 
ters and Agents of the Gods, communicated the Wills 
of the Deicies to Men, and the Prayers and Vows of 
Men to the Gods. It was unbecoming the Majeſty of 
the Gods to enter into ſuch trifling Concerns ; this be- 
came the Lot of the Genii, whoſe Nature was between 
the two, who derived Immortality from the one, 
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(aa) 
cifer, that great Enemy of Mankind, who 
earry'on a continual War againſt our Souls, 


either by ſecret Fraud, or by open Violence: 


The moſt artful and dangerous of theſe 
Enemies is ® Pride ; ſhe is continually whiſ- 
pering in our Ears, and flattering us with 
our on Perfections, but wickedly ſhews 
thoſe of our Neighbours in an inverted 


Mirror; hence ſhe inſtructs us to make 


—.— and prejudiced Concluſions, both 
our on, and other Mens Actions; 
tas ſhe arreſts, and leads blindfold our 
t, which evidently leads us into 
continual Diſorders : Hence it is that we 
Surſelves overlook our own Defects and 
Imperfections almoſt inſenſibly: from this 
Me of our Judgment we grow al- 
opinionated, and believe we have 
Qualifications which we have not : 
It alſs renders us utterly inca of the 
ſubſtantial Joys of Friendſhip ; for the 
proud Man aſſerting a Right of Superi- 


ority over all others, by this Means be- 


and Paſfons from the other, and who had a Body. 


fram'd of an aerial Matter. Plato taught theſe Be- 
ings were all good, but his Followers being unable 
to account for Evil, were obliged to ſubſtitute Evil 
Genii for this Parpoſe \ 


* Pride. Our wiſe Derviſe is a little miſtaken in 


allowing no Merit to Pride; unleſs it ſhut Mens 


Eyes againſt human Inconveniencies and Imperfec- 
Ven. Life would be intollerable. 


2 comes 


— —— — * 1 


wy 


ſufifcd from cither giving as 
—_ 9 of his Friends. giring or 


ſurcely any Body fo ignorant of his own 
Nature as not to be confcious of the Equa- 
tity naturally fubfiſting between him and 
2 F clow-Beings : The Texture of the 
Parts, and e G of the Soul is the 
ſame in the King and the . Thoſe 
Things which promote the real Happine fs 
of one, will alſo increaſe that of the other, 
It is true that they on whom Providence 
has beftowed a larger Share of Wiſdam 
Strength, 'Weafth, or the like, Thbuld 
on theſe Accounts value themſelves, but 
this Eftimation ſhould be fo ordered as not 
to forget the Equality which ſubſiſts be- 
tween them; this once forgotten by any 
2 he no Jon er 3 oe Name of 
um isSenſe only the im US 
2 Ca, of Babylon, * — W 2 
te. 
Moſt Royal Sovereign, continued he, 
if the black Angel of Pride had the Aſcen- 
dant in the Soul of thy invincible Lord, 
upon the Breath of whofe Mouth the de- 
pen Lives of Millions wait, what 
ok: what Terror ſhould the Children 
of the Infidels look for! But Thanks to 
the we Alnvgty God, and our holy Prophet, 


* Caliph, of Babylm: Nebuchadzezzar.. 8 
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he lives like the all- ſeeing Sun, not for the 
Scourge, but the Benefit of Mankind. 
Since Pride therefore takes its Riſe from 
the Miſrepreſentation, and falſe Judgments 
we. place upon. Things, let us examine her 
Nature by the Principles of right Reaſon. 
Suppoſe * Pride takes her Birth from Riches, 
they may indeed exact Adoration. from 
ſome abject Wretch ; but a generous Mind 
knows that it is not the Quantity of Wealth, 
but real Worth, deſerves our Eſteem ; ſo 
that Riches ſhould not poſſibly be the Ob- 
1 75 of our Pride: The Man of great 

ealth differs from the Man of real Worth, 
as much as the Giant-ſhadow of a Man in 
the Evening differs from that of a true 
Giant, that the airy Figure, this the real 
Subſtance. If Pride takes its Origin from 
Power, it is built on a-ſlippery Founda- 
tion, and if not cemented, and kept up by 
the Strength of right Reaſon, it generally 
tumbles, involving the miſerable Poſſeſſors 
in its Ruin. It was wiſely ſaid by a learn- 
ed Mufti of their Nazarenes, that there 1s 
no Good in Power but the Power of doing 
Good: Human Power is uncertain, periſh- 
able, and vaniſhing, ſubject to Alteration 


Pride is certainly the ſame in all Mankind, but 
takes different Turns according to the Education, 
Conſtitution, or the like. 


by 
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by the Stratagems of cunning Men, and 

liable to change upon the Whim and Ca- 
price of the very Perſons who confer d 
it; Power is therefore not deſirable on 
any other Principle but that of doing 
Good. If Pride riſes from fine Colours, 
curiouſly diverſified in the Countenance, 
if from robuſt and active Limbs, then 
alſo are our Affections placed on a momen- 
tary Good: Diſeaſes may, and Time ſure- 
ly will rob us of this ſo much valued Beau- 
Fa this ſo much boaſted Strength: In 
ſhort, if a Man is proud of his high 
Birth, and paternal Titles, he values him- 
ſelf upon nothing, as this was not the Ef- 
fect of his own Choice. My Sovereign Mil- 
treſs, there is nothing we ſhould value our- 
ſelves for in this World, but from the Con- 
formity of · our Thoughts and Actions to 
the divine Pleaſure. Thy Slave, divine 
Selima, will illuſtrate theſe powerful Truths 
in the Hiſtory of * Abrokomar, Sultan ot the 
Tartars. This Man was endued with all 
the Beauties of Ab/alom, and bleſt with 
the Vigour and Strength of Sampſon: 
Theſe Perfections naturally brought him 


* Abrokomar. Our Derviſe muſt certainly mean 
Gengiſcan, Progenitor of Tamerlain, who was the 
firſt of the Tartar Princes, who made War out of 
his own Country, as none of their Hiſtories mention 
this Abrokomar. . - 

Admi- 
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Admiration from the Women, a 
ſpect from the Men: Theſe Things cleva- 
ted his Pride to fuch à Degree, that he 


foon forgot the Integrity and Innocence 
_ peculiar to his Nation: He ae. to 
entertain Hopes of placing upon 


the Throne, — fri Gere by al. 
faſſmating his Maſter one Evening as he 


walked alone among his Flocks. This Ac- 


tionſo terrifiad thoſe poor People, that moſt 
out bf Fear, and ſome out gn declar'd 
im King. The reftleſs Spirit of Abrokomer 
2 not here, he ſoon found Means to draw 


thoſe quiet 
made War upon his Neighbours, and that 
with ſo much Succeſs, that a little Time 
faw his native Country the ſmalleſt Diſtrict 


Ad with tolerable Moderation; but 


bim to ſuch Lengths, that he practiſed all 
manner of Cruelties them. A 
young Tariar Nobleman, named Caſinar, 
reſolved at once to free the World of 


ſuch a Monſter, and give his Country back 


again to Liberty; but he could not effect 
his Point by Violence, as the Tyrant had 
now ſhut himſelf up in a Seraglio, and 
hved encompaſſed by Guards, a Cuſtom 
wholly unknown to the Tartars *till that 


Times however, the _ Caſmar took 
| ſuck 


le into the Field, and 


a great Kingdom. At firſt he govern- 
grown 
drunk with Proſperity, his Pride carried - 
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ſuch Care to $6.3 himſelf with the 
Tyrants Cup-Bearer, that he had a large 
Doſe of deadly Poiſon conveyed to him at 
Supper, which wrought ſo effectually up- 
on the tated Abrokomar, that a few Hours 
ſaw him a moſt loathſome and miſerable 
Spectacle of Mortality, and the honeſt Tar- 
tars found themſelves again in the undi- 
ſturbed Enjoyment of their Laws, Wives, 
and Liberties. Thus fell the great zf{bro- 
tomar, of Samarkan, a dreadful le 
of the black Angel's Influence. A Man, 
who if his Virtues were equal to his perſo- 
nal Abilities, might at this-Day have made 
a ſhining Figure in the Annals of thoſe 
Times. If this Account of Pride, my dear 
1fabella, and the Story of the unfortunate 
Abrokomar, can teach thee that there is no- 
thing deſirable, but what in itſelf is virtu- 

ous, nor nothing worth purſuing that does 
not carry along with it ſome real Good, 
thy Mother's Care for thee will diminiſh. 
I ſhall fend thee by the next Carravan the 
laſt-Converſation I had with the Derviſe: 
In the mean Time reverence thy Huſband, 
de kind to thy Slaves, and forget not thy 
Mother, e 


Conſtantinople the 5th Day by 
of the iu Moon. 4+ "th * 
. O14 SELTMA. 
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Hough I am fatisfied, my dear 
Jabella, from the Sobriety of thy 

eart, that I need not relate Senti- 
ments of the wife Beddriden, concerning 


Anger and Envy; yet I hold it neceſſary 
to give thee his Precepts, by Way of Ad- 


monition, leſt the black Angel, at any 
Time, ſhould attack thee with theſe En- 
gines. Great Sovereign, ſaid he, I gave 
Pride the firſt Place in my Enquiry into 


the Paſſions, as moſt of the reſt ſubordi- 


nately flow from this Fountain; Anger and 
Envy originally derive themſelves from 
This Source; let us explain theſe Paſſions, 
with their Effects and Conſequences ; 
Anger is a violent Perturbation of all 
the animal Faculties diſqualifying the 
Soul from operating regularly. It 1s cer- 
tain that the Soul, from her own Power 


Anger was ſaid, by a learned French Author, to 


oſten make a wiſe Man act like a Fool, and a Fool 
like a Man of Wiſdom. | 


of 
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light in that which i is 


none of the Paſſions 


kindles up Reſentment in the Mind, 

Account of a prejudiced Examination of 
Things in Favour of ourſelves. This is 
the Foundation of our Anger, and is pro- 
pagated two Ways, viz. by Words or 
Actions; it may be worth while to conſi- 
der theſe two Points carefully, as all 
Hiſtory abounds with ſhocking Accounts 
of its diſmal Effects. If our Diſguſt ariſes 
from Words 'of Reproach or Calumny, 
itis to be conſidered, whether we deſerved 
ſuch Treatment or not; if we have de- 


ſerved it, we are treated like what we are, 


that is, like Things blameable; if we have 
not merited ſuch Uſage, it is not of us the 
Perſon ſpeaks, and we ſnould feel no other 
Uneaſineſs, but Pity for the Perſon's un- 
happy Error. Hence you ſee, t Ma- 
dam, the Unreaſonableneſs of ſu 
this unruly Paſſion to affect our Reaſon, 


for ung Words: Again, if Anger 


* Words or Actions. Our Derviſe i in this Precept 
follows the Syſtem of Epifetus, which is the trueſt 
Rule of examining this Paſſion, - 


vol. I. | E * burns 


of diſcerning Vice from Virtue, muſt de- 
2 But there are 
t more ſenſibly de- 
form, or more effectually deſtroy hey Ex- 
cellence than Anger; it is Pride that * 


note neither Good nor 

Will or Choice, annexed to o Beh Actions, 
that ſtamps upon them the Characters of 
Vice or Virtue, e Troth or Falſhood. If a 
Perſon ſhould injure me without Choice or 
Will, that is to ſay, ee ſuch a 
Perſon ſhould be regarded. in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances with Idiots or Madmen, and 
I have no Cauſe to be » Whatever 1 
may have to be concerned for mee 

bins. On the other Side, if a Perſon hurts 


that is a guilty Perſon, and in f 
he ſhould not be conſidered as the Oh 
| of our Wrath, but as the friendly Admo- 
niſher, and Puniſher of our Crime. If w 
are innocent, we are not the Perſons ; 
whom. the Violence was intended, l 
it was our Duty, inſtead of revenging our 
felves, to compaſſionate him for his Jeno- 
rance, and calmly farisfy him of his Error. 
Art you not ſatisfied with me, 3 an 
: — 


F.. * 


from too high an Eſteem of ourſelv 


nal 


mttamt account deadly, 
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hol he muſt expect the bittereſt Re- 
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Sultanefs, now, that this — onp 


that the ſpecious Pretences of it are all 
Blindneſs and Folly ? As fuch every ratio- 
Being muſt look upon this turbulent 
mw which has fo many Calami- 
the World. Yes, Madam, con- 
he, the Growth of this Evil is inex- 
— fince it is evident the turning one 
fingle Act of our Reflection that Way will 
avert it, and the ill Conveniencies refulting 
from it. Ah! Madam, what a miſerable 
Servitude: muſt he live in, whoſe Mind hes 
continually open to the Mercy of the next 
— ievolear Pradkl] aboad him? 
the other Sins which the Mau- 
that of Wrath and 
Anger is not held to e the leaſt; for that is 
an Gccaſion. oftentimes of many cruel Acti- 
ons, and iathe Parent of almoſt all the Miſe- 
* 4 and ING to which human 

is expoſed: Men tranfported with 
Rage and Fury cannot maſter nor ſerve 
themſelves ; nor can they be of any other 
Uſe to Mankind than fearful Examples for 
hs them; far who can be ae 

in Friendſhip with a Perſon, 


eps a*Sword or Poiſon, for 
ords or undeſigned Injuries? Beſides, it 
E 2 may 
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may be affirmed, thatthis is the moſt grie- 
vous of all Sins; for when Men are aſſault- 
ed with Choler, and give Place to Anger, 
they forget all the Bleſſings and Benefits 

which the divine Majeſty hath beſtowed on 
them: It is on this Account that our holy 
Law pronounces that Man abſolutely con- 
demned to infernal Pains, who continues 
| ſeven Hours angry; but this Sentence ſig- 
nifies no other than that it is a Vice, on 
account of its accumulated Nature, almoft 
without an Apology; other Crimes are 
ſimple, but this is, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, againſt Go , ourſelves our 
Neighbour. That thou, mighty Sultaneſs, 
and thy Progeny, may be ever free from 
this dreadful Paſſion, ſhall be the fervent 
Prayer of thy faithful Slave. Our ſacred 
Law has ſo fully diſplay'd the Paſſion of 
* Envy, that I ſhall ſay but little upon this 
Head; its Nature and odious Properties 
alſo riſe from Pride. Envy is a confuming 


* Envy. If we conſider attentively the Nature 
of Envy, we ſhall find that it tranſports Men farther 
from their real' Duty than Intereſt does ; and I am 
inclined to think, that all the Complaints Men make 
on account of Misfortunes and Calamities, ariſe from 
Envy. The moſt diſtreſt Man might find ſufficient 
Conſolation in the Proſperity and Foppines of his 
Friends and the reſt of his Fellow-beings, if his 
Heart were not tainted with this Vice, | 


Pain 
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| (53) 
Pain of the Mind, at the Good which ano- 
ther enjoys, to which we think ourſelves 


intitled ; it was deſcribed by an old Phi- 


ſopher, as preying upon its own Vitals : 
This Definition is ſo clear, that, with our 


holy Prophet, we may conclude, that there 


is no one ſhall enter the Joys of Paradiſe, 
though perfect in every Thing elſe, unleſs 


he is totally free from this Vice. What 
Claim, what Title can they make out to 


Happineſs, who perpetually repine at the 
Diſbenfations of Providence? Tho? the en- 
vious Man be his own Tormentor, his Pu- 
niſhment is not ſo done away here, but 
that the Angel * Necar will cloath him in 
a Habit ſuitable to his hideous Nature be- 
fore he appears at the great Judgment. 


Tho' the Moments of thy ſublime High- 


neſs are invaluable, yet let not the mighty 
Sultaneſs. deſpiſe hearing theſe Truths il- 
luſtrated in the Story of Ali Beg Baſhaw 
of Bender. This young Nobleman was the 
Son of agreat Lord, whoſe Power andRiches 


drew upon him the Envy of his Maſter, 


the great Bajazzt.. His Diſquietude ſoon 
terminated in a diſmal Conſequence to the 


| ® Necar. This is the puniſhing Angel, which 


the Mahometan Prieſts dreſs up with frightful Ac- 
counts, to frighten their Followers, 


E 3 | unfor- 
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unfortunate Lord. The Miniſters of Death 
in his Seraglio, with a dread- 

ful Mandate. This Action kindled ſuch 
Reſentment in the young Ali, that the 
black Angel of Anger held abſolute Domi- 
nion over all his Soul; but what could he 
do, neither the preſent Time, nor his own 
Circumſtances, could furniſh him with a 
ſuitable Excuſe for throwing off the Maſk. 
Some Time after an Event happened, 
which gave him Latitude enough to gra- 
tify all the Indignation which had ſo long 
tormented his Heart. Ali Beg had one 
Siſter named Zarab, whoſe Youth, Be 
and Wit, were not inferior to her hig 
Birth; the great Baſhaw of Servia, ſtruck 
with the Tongue of Fame, earneſtly de- 
ſired to ſee her; and having ſeen, he 
looked his Soul away, he ſecretly endea- 
voured to infinuate himſelf into her Af- 
fections, but her Virtue and good Senſe 
were Proof againſt all his Attempts ; and 
his Pride would not ſuffer him to demand 
her in Marriage, as her Family then were 
under ſome Diſrepute; Love and Pride 
alternately contended in his Soul, he could 
not live without Zarab, nor with her con- 
fiſtently with his Honour ; at length his 
Love degenerating into a brutal Paſſion, 
he deſperately * to carry her * 
| y 
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by Violence from n Bess Houle, ina 
gining that his ſublime Highneſs would 
never hear of this Outrage; or that if he 
did, he might overlook it, as the Family 
laboured under his Diſpleaſure. i Beg 
was made acquainted by ſome of his 
Friends with his black Deſign. This 
Accident called up all the Rage and Fury 
which had ſo long ſtruggled in his Breaſt 3 
he run like a mad Man into the Moſques 
and Market-Places, complaining of the 
cruel Treatment. his Father had received, 
and the Diſhonour now intended againft 
his wretched Children. His Complaints 
and Injuries neceſſarily brought vaſt Crouds 
about him ;' ſome aſſociated themſelves to 
bim through a Spirit of Sedition, but 
moſt through Cotnpaſſion for his Wrongs ; 
the firſt ſhocking Effect of his Paſſion 
fell upon his fair Siſter, Wife and Children, 
whom he ſtab'd, to prevent their _ 
into the Hands of the Raviſher ; then 
marched againſt the Baſha with an Army 
of fourteen Thouſand Men; him he ſur- 
prized, and put to exquiſite Torments, 
with, his Wives, Children, and Friends, 
as if he intended to extirpate his Diſhonour 
with their Lives, as Men who give them- 
ſelves up to Anger never know, where 
to ſtop ; he then turns the Fury of his 
"0 » w& | — Arms 
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Arms againſt his Sovereign, and defeated - 
many ſmall Parties that were ſent agaii 
him; . theſe Succeſſes ſo animated the 
young Ali Beg, that he reſolv'd to march 
up to. this City, the Miſtreſs of all the 
World, under the rebellious Pretext of 
demanding Reſtitution for his Wrongs ; 
but the ſupreme Governor of all Things, 
under whoſe divine Protection the ſublime 
Port will ever flouriſh, infpired a young 
Man of Ali Beg's Army to kill him in his 
Tent, and free his Country from this Friend 
to Blood. Thus, my dear /adella, did the 
ſage Derviſe explain the Paſſions of Anger 
and Envy. As thy Youth may ſe 
thee at leaſt to the firſt, I charge thee, 
as thou tendereſt the Happineſs of thy 
immortal Soul, to watch over thy Heart, 
leſt that this Evil inſinuate itſelf there, and 
remember thy Mother, 


Conſtantinople be 1070 
Day of the gib Moon, 


SELIMA, 
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SELIMA fo ISABELLA. 


dear Iſabella, when the grave 
Beddriden laſt attended me in my 
Seraglio, the Subject-Matters of that 
Man's Diſquiſition turned upon the Paſſi- 
ons of Ambition and Meanneſs. I heard 
his Reaſonings on theſe Points with 
Attention, as I am conſcious Perſons of 
elevated Stations often lapſe into one or 
other of theſe Extremes, if not conducted 
by ſolid Judgment. Ambition, great 
Sultaneſs, ſays he, alſo takes its Original 
from Pride ; it is an overweaning Paſſion 
of the Mind for Wiſdom, Riches, Titles 
or Authority; when this Diſpoſition acts 
in Obedience . to the reaſonable Soul, it 
then becomes her Friend and Aſſiſtant; 
it is a kind of Spur to the Mind, by which 
ſhe more briſkly exerts herſelf in the At- 
tainment of Knowledge and Happineſs ; 
* Ambition. The ambitious Man abuſes him- 
felf when he pretends to limit this Diſpoſition ; for 


his very Ends, when they are gain'd, are but con- 
verted into Means ſubſervient to farther Purſuits. 


but 
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but when the Mind is young and un- 
ter of her Paſſions, this Vice chiefly do- 
mineers, and particularly in generous 

Minds: Why it ſhould operate in ſuch 
Perſons, with its dangerous Effects, may 
be worth the Attention of your fablime 
Highneſs. 
As the human Soul, by her own rea- 
ſoning Faculty, muſt ardently wiſh for 
Happineſs, ſhe thence neceſſarily con- 
cates that muſt be good which promotes 
it. Now Grandeur, Titles and Autho- 
rity ſeem to be the Summit of earthly 
Happineſs, and therefore fers Minds 
earneſtly purſue them as a real Good ; their 
Affections and Inclinations are ſo bent | 
the acquiring chem, that they frequent- 
ly forget the Diſtinctions of Good and 
Evil z they go on from Vice to Vice, in 
order to poſſeſs this miſtaken N ; 

when this darling Good is acquired, at the 
heavy Expence of Innocence and Virtue, 

the . and Enjoyments of it are 
mixed and imperfect. There never was 
an ambitious Man happy, he may carry 
the Appearance of Joy and Eaſe, but 


* Rochefoucaut confirms this Precept of our learned 
Derviſe, in one of his Maxims. The Ambitious 
are content to pay ſo great a Price as their own 
Slavery to get the Dominion over others, 


ſome- 


59) 
ng is fill wanting, and Heart: burn 
ſquietudes are the conſtant Com- 


ſom 
ings and 


panions of his Soul; the very Conſciouſ- 
neſs of having acted againſt Truth, will 


be a ſuſficient · Torment; let the ambitious 
Man turn which Way he will, though 
he ſtrive to hide from himſelf, the two 
black Angels of Shame and Fear will inſuf- 
ferably ſtare him in the Face; Shame for 
the Practices uſed in acquiring ſuch Ho- 
nours, and Fear for the Apprehenſions of 
loſing thoſe Things which he has purchaſed 
ſo dearly ; theſe two Spirits continually 
haunt his Thoughts, and fill the moſt ſe- 
cret Receſſes his Heart with Horror 
and Confufion. How vain therefore, O 
ye Sons of Ambition, are all your anxious 
Purſuits! Is this Happineſs? No ſure; turn 


to Wiſdom, tis with her alone it can be 


found, her Joys have no Returns of Re- 
morſe or Bitterneſs of Spirit. This uni- 
verſa] Paſſion, great Madam, (continued 
he) has an Oppoſite, not leſs ariſing from 
Pride than it, which is Meanneſs ; this is a 
Diſpoſition to little diſingenuous Actions, 
through a Fear of being thought proud: 
The Grounds of this Vice chiefly ariſe from 


the Want of juſt Notions of re Equality, 
which naturally ſubſiſts between all Man- 


kind; from the Conſideration that every 


human Creature is compoſed of the ſame 
organized 
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organized Body; that our Averſions and 


Deſires are the ſame, and that without Re- 


gard to our Quality or Births, all our 
Actions ſhall be one Day diſintereſtedly 
examined by an impartial Judge, every 


Perſon ſhould act conſiſtently with their 


Character. 

If your ſublime Highneſs could deſcend 
to ſuch Acts of Servility, as the moſt ab- 
ject Slave of your Seraghio would bluſh to 
perform, this would be an Affront to the 
divine Majeſty, who has beſtowed upon 
you an Honour ſuperior to all the Queens 
of the Earth. 3 
Remember thy Station, O Man, but 
forget not that thou art a Man, was the 
Precept of the devout Fermonazor, thy 


faithful Slave's Tutor, which he explained 


in this Manner; that every Man ſhould 
keep the Character agreeable to his Station, 
and demean himſelf towards his Fellow- 
Beings, as Friends and Co- partners of the 
ſame Nature. 2 

Theſe Paſſions, great Madam, are the 
moſt inveterate Enemies the Soul has to 
contend with, notwithſtanding that, dange- 


rous and deſtructive as they are, they con- 


tribute not a little to the advancing our 
Happineſs, if moderated by Reaſon and 
Virtue; without their Aſſiſtance, the Soul 


and Body would live together, in a b 
| an 
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and infipid Indolence. Thou ſeeſt now, 
great Queen, that a Life ſpent in Obedi- 
ence to the Paſſions can give no ſolid 
Pleaſure ; and that Happineſs is the ulti- 
mate End of our Being, every one is ſen- 
fiblez it muſt evidently therefore conſiſt in 
thePurſuit and Practice of Virtue : what it is, 
with the Means for finding it, and Rules for 
applying it right, ſhall be the Buſineſs of 
2 of our future Enquiries. Thus, 
my dear 1/abella, en the ſage Der- 
vile I flatter my ſelf, that thou, my 
dear Child, as well as I thy Mother, will 
reap great Advantage this good 
Man's Converſation : 'in the mean Time, 
that thou art not ambitious, and that thou 
falleſt not below thyſelf, ſhall be the con- 
ſtant Prayer of thy Mother. 
Conſtantinople the 285 

Day of the 8th Moon. 

| SELIMA, 
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maſter our Paſſions is a Law ſo 
ſtrongly written upon our Hearts 
by the ſupreme Being, that we of ourſelves 
might conclude, that the living in Obe- 


(2 
dience to them is oppoſite 
we never had been taught, by the Precepts 
of the divine Alcoran, to ſubdye” them. 
The wiſe Derviſe obſerves, that the 
our — under the Juriſdiction of 
Reaſon, gives a Reliſh to Life, and re- 
conciles the Soul to her unactive — 
panion the Body; for thou muſt not ima- 
Aue that the Affections, which ate na- 

to the Body, are its Enemies: No, 
they are Servants, Which, like all others, 
when well governed, Advance the Happi- 
neſs and Intereſt. of their Maſters; but 
when neglected, convulſe and ruin their At- 
fairs. I There are, beſides, ſome unnatural 
and. * negative. Affections in Mattkind, 
which ſeem to be the degenerate Offspring 
of the Paſſions, fuck as Ingratitude, In- 
humanity, Sc. Theſe, ſays. the ſober 
Derviſe, are ſo ſhocking: in them ſelves, 
that all Deſcription falls ſhort of their 
Blackneſs. I ſhall, mighty Queen, (ſays 
he) give you: my Sentiments on the Vices 


of * and W in the cele- 
bated 


of a 


ol Our Deeviſe, with great Jaſtica, ſtiles Inhuma- | 


nities, Ingratitude, Qc. unnatural Affections; for, 
as all others may be reaſonably deduced from, m1 
Syſtem- of Pleaſure and Pain, theſe laſt carmot 

fibly be accounted for! by theſe Principles Thi i is 
deſcribed to be that Crime, which we hold- in our» 
ſelves moſt excuſable, and in others. molt. un y 
able. This Sentiment claims a great Auth 


to Reaſon; the? 


Goo MD' ao C0 ww: ans © 
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> TW 
brated Oratian made by the immartal 
Sultan Aldallab, to his favourite Son 
Aſalnen, who had unnaturally rebelled 


mitted moſt unheard of Outrages on his in- 
nocent Subjects. When this unfortunate 
7 — — defeated and taken, by the 
alour and V. af the brave Daſmar, 
one of his Father's Generals, and bro he 
ry 1h the the Preſence of hi 
Son, . inſtead of Kindling his mcg $44 
called up all 4 in his Soul; 
ught of Whips, 
t with Eyes full of Tears, ſaid, 
thou done, my Sen? Why 


haſt chou forgotten thy aged and tender 
Father? And why — It is not thy 
Conduct towards me, Ons that is high- 


ly blameable, which gives this Concern 1 but 
it is the ditmal Conſideration of knowin 


am thy Soul is deformed with the Guilt 


* Abdallah, firſt Cali oh of Lalla, the moſt re. 
markable of aft the Mabometan Princes for his Piety, 
_ deprived of his Kingdom by his Sobjects, he 

axuai the Uſyrper in Battle but-purſuing his 
— was de feated himſelf, and forced ta 
fly-ta Damaſcus ; and finding no Admittance there 
or at Cairo, embarked with ane Servant for Greece ; 
in which Voyage being caft, by Streſs of Weather, 
on a-certain Ifland, he was — run. * fe 


he had teigned. enly one Wan | 


againſt an indulgent Father, | and had com- 


Racks, and Tor- | 
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Men, I aſk thee, what would 
Senſe of ſuch an Action? Wh 


Ingratitude and Cruelty ; Ingratitude, my 


Son, es a Soul more inſenſible and 
abject than that of Beaſts: The furious 


Tyger forgets his Cruelty towards the Per- 


ſon who does him a Kindneſs. Now with 
Reſpect to thy unnatural State,- if thy Aim 
was Pleaſure, thou art as far removed from 
it, as thy Body is from the Soul of our 


y 
great Prophet. Suppoſe, my Son, thou 


ſt ſucceeded in thy horrid ſe, and 
that thou hadſt mounted a Throne by 
Steps made of thy: murdered Father, and 
the Bodies of a thouſand other ed 
wn 
eſt, 
what Enjoyment can that Man have, 
who is not conſcious to himſelf of having 


done any Thing that may intitle him to 


the Love and Affection of his Fellow-Be- 
ings ; but, on the contrary, the Hatred and 
Averſion of all Mankind? What a Lati- 
tude is there in ſuch Cireumſtances for 
Horror and Deſpair ? He muſt live un- 
der diſmal Apprehenſions from the reſt of 
Mankind ; but above all, under the Ter- 
rors of a guilty Conſcience, and the Re- 
ſentment of an incenſed ſuperior Being. 
How fixed muſt that Melancholy be, in a 
Creature wholly removed from Virtue, 


turn himſelf whick Way he will? Every 


* 


Object that preſents itſelf muſt be ghaſt- 
: y 


= 
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e 
ly and terrible. He dares not hope for 
any Conſolation from the ſupreme Being, 


nor from a- Friend, for he can have 


none, who himſelf is an Enemy to all; 


his own Heart preſents him with nothing 


elſe but frightful and gloomy Proſpects. 
Thus the Soul, my Son, becomes to 
herſelf a ſavage and a dreary Wilderneſs: 
If to be driven into the Deſerts from: the 
Society of the World, and the Company of 


Friends be an Evil, how great is that which 
baniſhes us from Gop, the World and our 


own ſelves ? Thus, my Son, you ſee in this 
thy Act of Ingratitude, how much thou 
art miſtaken ; for, inſtead of procuring thee 
Pleaſure, its Conſequences muſt have been 
Miſery and Bitterneſs of Soul. How glad 
am I that thou haſt eſcaped this frightful 
Precipice. Fhere is ſtill another Vice I am 
to charge - wa thee, thy Cruelty towards 
my poor People, whom thou haſt: con- 
quered: Cruelty can never be of a publick 
nor a private Advantage, that is, it can- 
not promote the real Good of one in parti- 
cular, or of a Community in general. From 
what Spring can his Joy: flow who can 
with any Degree of Pleaſure ſee his Fellow- 
Being groaning on a Rack, convulſed with 
Agony, or can delight in Blood, Slaugh- 
ter and Diſtreſſes? From nothing that's 
hutnan without Doubt. 5 21 U 
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Acts 
Thou may ſt falſely imagine that thou art 


(6) - 
He muſt forget the natural Affection 


which all Men ſhould have to their Species. 
This Diſpoſition, my Son, could not take 


its Riſe in you from the Principles of Fear, 
Revenge or Self- Intereſt; though Cruel- 
ties even in ſuch Caſes are inexcuſable: 
My Slaves had done nothing to draw upon 
them your Revenge, nor could it be your 
Intereſt to deftroy and butcher them. i am 
convinced now, that my Fears were 
not without Foundation. I have ever ob- 
ſerved in you an unnatural Inclination to 
torment and torture Animals, indifferently 


Whether of your own or of another Species, 


and, as it were, to feed your Soul with Blood. 
Befides, I have taken Notice, that you al- 
ways had a Pleaſure in uſing ſhocking and 
ill-natured Expreſſions to others, and the 
greater Degree of Pain you ſaw them ftrug- 
gle with, your ſavage Pleaſure augmented 
in the ſame Proportion: All other Paſſions 
and Affections to promiſe ſome ima- 
ginary Good or Self- Intereſt; but theſe 


have fomething ſo unaccountable, ſo uſe- 


tefs, that the very fierceſt of the Brute Cre- 
ation. fearcely exerciſe themſelves in ſuch 
through Wantonneſs, but Neceſlity. 


ent on thy Fellow - Beings; yet 


ſome Gratitude is due to me thy Father. 
To the ſupreme Being thou art indebted 


for 


c 


(67) 
for thy Soul, to me for thy Body; but ſet 
nt nr Qbligation aſide, doft thou 
think thou oweſt me nothing for the Care 


and Tenderneſs ſhewn in the nouriſhing, 


raiſing and educating thee, when thou waft 

et unable to aſſiſt thyſelf? Art thou not 
enſible, that if it were not for my paternal 
Offices towards thee, that the Day which 
gave thee to the World, would alſo have 
given thee up to the Grave? Thou fee*ſt 
that thy very Being and Preſervation are ow- 
ing to me; how is it then, my Son, that I 
have deſerved this evil Treatment ? Thou 
haſt ſinned greatly againſt Truth ; yet thou 
art ſtill my Child, and I thank the almigh- 
ty Author of our Beings, that thou haft 
lived to be convinced that nothing is good 
or pleaſant that is not founded on V1 
I forgive thee; return from Evil, and for- 
get not the one Gop, nor thy Father. 
This Speech of the wife Aödalla, mighty 
Sultaneſs, had ſuch an Influence upon the 
young Prince, that for the reſt of his Life 
thou knoweſt he lived a Miracle of Piety, 
Benevolence and Obedience, Thus, my 
dear /abella, the wiſe Derviſe finiſhed the 
Story of Abjalmon. I don't wonder Abdal- 


«> © 


los Speech had ſuch an Impreſſion on his 


Son; there is ſomthing ſo affecting in the 
Father's Advice, as well as terrifying, in the 
Deſcription, that I * I trembled a 2 


(68) 
Relation. May the greatRuler and Governor 
of human Kind protect thee and all the 
World from ſuch | unnatural Affections. 
e rd Farewell. 
Conſtantinople hh, 34 n | 
Day of the geb Moon. 

| SELI MA, 


a rf, mam mme 


E T T E R X. 


SxTINA r ISABELLA. 


| Y dear Jſabella, thou art now in- 
formed of Truths more important 
to thy Soul than all the dazling Splendor 
'and royal Magnificence of Courts. Thou 
knoweſt that there is one ſupreme, ſelf-ex- 
ſtent and all- powerful Being; that thou haſt 
alſo an immortal Soul proceeding from, 
and dependent on the divine Will; thou 
art alſo ſatisfied of the natural Evidence of 
Right and Wrong, which is written upon 
the Face of Things in Characters fo ſtrong, 
that no Prejudice of Affections, or Cor- 
ruption of Manners can obliterate. The 
good Derviſe aſſerts, that the Knowledge of 
thoſe Things lay all conſcious Beings under 
à three-fold Obligation: Firſt, to the ſu- 


preme 


Ss] 


— 
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preme Being as the Author of our Exiſt- 


ence, Preſervation, and every other Bene- 


fit: Secondly, to yurſelves, to watch over 


our Paſſions and Inclinations, leſt we do 
Wrong to ourſelves: Thirdly, to the reſt 
of Mankind. What our Duty or Obliga- 
tion is towards Gop has been touch'd upon 
in our Letter concerning the Deity; our 
Duty to ourſelves in thoſe upon the Paſ- 
ſions: It laſt of all remains that thou hear- 
eſt the good Man's Sentiments, of our 

concerning Mankind in general. Great 
Sultaneſs, ſays. the wiſe Bedridden, our 
Duty towards Mankind cannot be illuſtra- 
ted more clearly than it is in the famous 


Advice given by the good Abdalla to his 


Son, after his Reconciliation with that youn 
Prince, If thou, my Son, ſaid he, had 
expended half the Pains in the Practice of 
Virtue, that I, your Father, did on thy 
Education, I ſhould have no Occaſion this 
Day to put thee in Mind of thy Duty. 
Thy late Conduct convinces me that thou 
art a Stranger to all the natural Ties of 
Society. If thou could*ſt give thyſelf the 
Trouble to conſider what kind of Bein 
thou art, thou would'ſt conclude, that bot 
thou and all Mankind were deſigned for 


* Society is defin'd an Aſſemblage or Union of 
ſeveral Perſons in the ſame Place, for their mutual 
Aſſiſtance, Security and Intereſt, 


Fx: ſociable 


2 


(29) 

ſociable Creatures. Why do you imagine 
that Man, above all other Animals, is born 
the moſt indigent, helpleſs and abject? 
for this great Purpoſe, no Doubt, that our 
Dependance upon one another, 1s one of 
the firſt Things we ſhould know and be 
convinced of: To make this Uſe of it, that 
we ſhould aſſiſt and relieve one another, 
and promote the Happineſs of every Indi- 
vidual, as far as may be conſiſtent with 
Truth and right Reaſon. Can you ſuppoſe 
that the ſupreme. Being beſtowed upon us 
the wonderful Power of annexing Sounds 
to our Ideas, by which we convey our Sen- 
- timents to others, for no Purpoſe ? Is it, 
do you think, that Man ſhould live in a 
Solitude, and expect Happineſs only from 
himſelf ? You cannot ſuppoſe this. Are you 
not ſenſible, that from 2 Wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence in the other Things of the Creation, 
there is nothing done in vain. The Uſe of 
Words was not given us for the Converſe 
of Brutes, who can neither underſtand nor 
return them. It is evident therefore the 
were deſigned for the mutual Intercourſe 
of the human Species; beſides, the ſame 
Paſſions are in common to all Men: Love 
and Hatred, Hope and Fear towards Good 
and Evil. Pleafare and Pain are the ſame 
in every one who acts conformable to his 
Nature: This Likeneſs of our Deſires muſt 

2 95 neceſ- 


(731) 
eflarily attract us, and create in us 
rrp —— that no- 


rank Corruption can diffolve. What a 
diſmal Being muſt Man be, if confagered 
alone in a Wilderneſs, without Commerce, 
without 3 , or the Friendſhip of his 


Fellow-bei ortleſs as ſuch a Si- 
tuation m a he might however pro- 
bably make a forry Shift to continue his 
Exiſtence, gathering ſuch Fruits or Ve- 


getables, and taking fuch Animals as came 
in his Way; I ſay, it ſuch a Being could be 
conceived, his State muſt be very unhappy. 
But ſuppoſe him to have arrived at ſuch a 
ee of Inhumanity, as totally to diſlike 
yet he muſt live in conti- 


D 
all his Species, 


 nual Horror; the very Conſideration that 


Diſtempers and that old Age — 
tainly would come upon him, mult gi 
him frightful and melancholy Profpets. 
You ſee, my Son, in a few lis, that 
Men, without Society, are fo far from ar- 
riving at Happineſs, that they could ſcarce- 
ly even preſerve their Exiſtence. It is 


therefore abſolutely deſirable, and indiſpenſ- 


ably uſeful, . to become good and peace- 
able Members thereof. What thy Duty i is, 
either as an Head or a Part, I ſhall now in- 
form thee. You ſee, my Son, that Choice 
as well as Neceſſity and Conveniency ſhou'd 

F 4 induce 


thing elſe but unnatural Diſpoſitions or 
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(oa) | 
induce all Men to unite and form Societies. 


There are but two Things to be conſider'd, 
which, reduced to Practice, will make all 


Men good and uſeful Members. > Firſt, if 
a Mayywould reflect before he embarks in 
any Action, what Degree of Pleaſure or Pain 
ſuch Performance in another would give 
him, his own Reaſon would adminiſter im- 
partial Counſel, by either encouraging or 
deterring him. Secondly, -if- we ſhould 
look towards the Conſequences Which will 
naturally flow from any Undertaking, or 


ſuppoſe it to have been already done by 


another, we ſhould immediately judge of 
the Modes of Pleaſure or Pain it will give 
others from the Manner of its affecting our- 
ſelves. Nothing brings Pleaſure but Vir- 
tue, or Pain but Vice to a reaſonable Be- 
ing. Theſe Precautions could not fail pro- 
moting Faith, Benevolence, Friendſhip and 
Honeſty among Mankind; whereas the 
living in Contempt of them, and at ran- 
dom, ſubjects us to the Tyranny of our 
Paſſions, to gratify which Men frequently 
become faithleſs, cruel, diſhoneſt and trai- 
terous : That Men muſt live in Societies 
you know ; and in order to live happy *tis 
evident they ſhould be virtuous, ſince no- 
thing that is in our Power can mutually ſe- 
cure us but it. Human Beings, my Son, 
you know are ſo circumſtanced, that they 

ſhould 


1 
; 
1 
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(73) 
ſhould love, aſſiſt and protect each other. 
This is ſo evident, that you could not 
have denied it when you were moſt un- 


der the Dominion of the black Angel. The 


great End of our Beings is Happineſs; it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that the great Author 
of Mankind originally intended-any Being 
to be miſerable. Let us firſt conſider what 
Happineſs is, and then make the Applica» 
tion to my preſent Purpoſe. Human Hap- 
pineſs is always commenſurate to the Per- 
ception we have of Ideas or Things; that 
is, that the ſame Object may give me a 
higher Degree of Happineſs than another 
Perſon concerning the ſame Thing. Hap- 
ron or Miſery depend upon the two great 

rinciples of Pleaſure and Pain. From the 


State of Man in Solitude, that is, without 
Society the” Premiſes may ſatisfy you, that 


there is no human Happineſs out of Com- 
munities z Society, therefore, my Son, an- 
ſwers every rational Purpoſe. I ſhall, great 
Madam, ſays he, give you the reſt of 45- 
dalla*'s Advice To-morrow ; in the mean 
Time, my dear Child, I beg thee to read 
carefully, and practiſe effectually, the Ad- 
vice of this good Man, Farewel. 


Conſtantinople the 8h 
Day of „ Moon. SELIMA. 
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(74) 
Fr 
SELIMA fo ISABELLA. 
dear [/abella, the grave Derviſe 
continued the Speech of Abdallah 
as follows: Men therefore enter into So- 
cieties for the natural Benefit of each other 


that every Individual ſhould equally ſhare 
the Advantages reſulting from ſuch aUnion, 


that all human Actions ſhould be regulated 
by ſome Standard or Law. The Laws of 


Action in Children naturally ariſe from the 
Modes of Pleaſure and Pain, which ſenſible 
Objects impreſs on their tender Organs: 
thoſe of Men fundamentally ariſe from 


the former, but with this Difference, that 


the reaſoning Faculty, now grown ſtrong 
by Experience, determines theſe Things 
to be good or evil, in the ſame Manner 
in which ſhe before affirmed this or that 
to be Pain or Pleaſure. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that the Spring of Action is the ſame, 


both in the Mind, and in the Body, for 


that which is evil to the Mind, is by the 


ſame Rule painful to the Body; and that 


which is truly pleaſing to the Body, is alſo 
| | : good 


(75) 

good to the Mind: It is certain therefore, 
that the Ideas of Good and Evil are natu- 
rally evident to the Mind, by the Afſ- 


ſiſtance of Reaſon. The very Laws of Pro- 


perty, which are the ſtrongeſt Bond of 
right or wrong, may be examined by theſe 
firſt Principles of Pain and Pleaſure. While 
we are Infants, we are Subjects to the Law 
of our Senſes, when we are Men, to that 
of our Reaſon. You ſee, my Son, unleſs 
we would abandon the Characteriſtick of 
our Nature, which is Reaſon, we muſt 
live ſubſervient to her Precepts. Though 
Man has a Freedom of Will, he is not, on 
that Account, lawleſs, and at Liberty to 


commit whatever Outrages or Violence his 


Appetites ſuggeſt. The Will, my Son, as 
well as the Appetites,are the Servants of Rea- 
ſon, and ſhould-be governed by her, as ſhe 
is by her own Laws; we may rationally con- 
clude, that Men ſhould live in perpetual 
Obedience to ſome * Law; the Law of 
Reaſon is moſt ſuitable to human Nature, 
and is therefore moſt eligible. The im- 
mutable Will of the ſupreme Being is a 


Law. Our Derviſe uſes the Term Law here in the 
common Acceptation. It properly ſignifieth the 
Command or Mandate of 2 Perſon or Power, 
whoſe Precept carries with it the Reaſon of Obedi- 
ence, It differs from Counſel, as the latter ſignifies 
Advice; and from Covenant, which is a Promiſe. 
Theſe are voluntary, and havenot the Force of Law. 


Kind 
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Kind of Law, which he has impoſed upon 
himſelf. Thoſe immenſe Orbs which re- 
rularly move through the Syſtem of the 
Univerſe, have Motion and Gravitation, 
Attraction and Repulſion aſſigned for their 
Laws, and Man has Reaſon. I am per- 
ſuaded, that the ſame ¶ conomy runs 
through all the Beings in Nature. You 
fee, my ſon, that Societies are not only 

comfortable, but alſo neceſſary and con- 
venient ; and further, that they could not 
fubſiſt without ſome Law; nor ſhould 
Man, notwithſtanding the loud Demands 
of his Paſſions, think himſelf enſlaved, for 
living under the Dominion of Reaſon, ſee- 
ing that the great Creator himſelf regulates 
his Conduct by a Law, which from the 
Unchangeableneſs of his Nature has ſubſiſted 
from, and will continue to all Eternity. 
Why then, my Son, ſhould not we ſtrictly 
m ourſelves to the Principles of 
Reaſon ? If Pleaſure be defirable, as ſure- 
ly it is, it is from that only we can hope for 
it. I appeal to your own Heart, if thoſe 
Pleaſures which you enjoyed, that contra- 
dicted your Reaſon, did not leave a Sting 
behind them, infinitely ſuperior to the Joys 
they brought you, and always fell ſhort of 
thoſe they promiſed. You may object, 
that our Paſſions may be gratified innocent- 
ly: becauſe they are natural; it is impoſ- 


ſible 


(77) 

fible to do.thoſe Things without hurting 
ourſelves or others. Now if we prejudice 
ourſelves, we act contrary to Reaſon, and 


conſequently do Evil: The ſame Rules I 


have obſerved before, which reſpect our- 
ſelves, wall alſo hold good in the Caſe of 
others. As to the Paſſions being natural, 
the gratifying or moderating them imme- 
diately affect us with what is called * phy- 
ſical Good or Evil. Phyſical Good, my 
Son, 1s a Continuation of the animal Fa- 
culties, without Diſorder or Pain; and 
| phyſical Evil a Tendency in the animal 
Faculties to Diſſolution, with Sorrow and 
Anguiſh; moderate indulging our Paſſions, 
that is, as far as is conſiſtent with Reaſon, 
1333 phyſical Good; and I am ſure 
rom that Dejection of Countenance, and 
Leanneſs of Body, you yourſelf are fatally 
ſenſible, that the unreaſonable Uſe of 
them are a phyſical Evil. Some learned 
Mollacks have erroneouſly taught, my 


* Phyſical Good and Evil. Phyfical or natural 
Good is that Thing through which we poſſeſs every 


Thing neceſſary to our Well-being, or ſecond Per- 


fection. In this Senſe phyſical Good and Perfection 
coincide. © To this are required the ſeveral Powers and 
Faculties in their proper Degree ; a due Situation, 
Figure, Proportion, Heelth, &c. Natural or phyfical 
Evil is a want of fomething neceſſary to the Well- 
being or PerfgtM of a Thing, or its anſwering 


all its Purpoſes ; at the Defects of the Body, &c. 
Sc. Ec. | | 
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(78) | 
Son, that the Law of like for like, or 
Retaliation, is moſt conſonant to Nature. 
Nature is uniform, and governed by 
Reaſon, the Law of like for like is 
againſt Reaſon z and therefore contrary to 
Nature: The Loſs of his Legs cannot be 
the ſame to a Taylor, whoſe Trade is to 
fit, that they would be to a running Foot- 
man ; therefore if a Taylor ſhould cut off 
the of a Footman, the puniſhing of 
him with the Loſs of the like Limb, at 
beſt can be regarded but as an unequal 
Retribution. Rewards and Puniſhments 
ſhould be proportionate to the Meaſure 
of Merit or Demerit there 1s in any Thing, 
according to Nature and Reaſon, It re- 
mains now that I add a third Conſidera- 
tion for the regulating your general Con- 
duct; if a Man be ſo hurried away by a 
conſtitutional Quickneſs, when he is em- 
barking in any Action, that he is not at 
Leiſure to reflect what he would have done 
to himſelf, on the like Occaſion, or what 
his Sentiments would be, if another Per- 
fon had done the ſame Thing, let him on- 
ly remember, that every Thing is what it 
is, and to treat it as ſuch, can neither do 
Wrong to himſelf nor others; for Inſtance, 
if I ſhould take an honeſt inoffenſive Man, 
and put him to the Torture, I treat him 
like a Villain, and not like what he is, an 


honeſt 


5 (79) 

honeſt inoffenſive Member of Society : In 
this Caſe-I deny Truth, and act againſt 
Reaſon, therefore do wrong. The attend- 


ing to this Rule alone, which is applicable 


to every Caſe that will come before you, is 
ſufficient to conduct a Man innocently and 
ſafely through the Journey of Life. Great 
Madam, the righteous Ahdalla, in this 
Speech, has plainly demonſtrated the Ne- 


ceſſity of Mens living in Community to- 


ether; and in two or three ſhort Maxims 
given us general and infallible Rules 
for living happy among them: I am 
afraid, that for the preſent the Patience of 
your fublime Highneſs is heartily tired, 
and therefore beg Leave to withdraw. 1 
then diſmiſſed the wiſe Derviſe, my dear 
{/abelia, with ſome Degree of Reluctance, 
teſt he ſhould imagine, that I treated him 
as being not what he was, a Man 
under the Burden of Fourſcore Years. 
have Time to add no more, as the invin- 
cible Sultan, my Lord, your Father, has 
ſent Mezraim the black | um) to notify 
his coming, Farewel, watch over thy 
ſelt, and be happy. 


_ Conſtantinople the 2th 
Day of the gth Moen. 
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* the Soul of the Ruſtic languiſhes 
when the Fountain dries up, ſo does 
e Mind of thy Mother, my dear Child, 
— e for the Abſence of my poor Derviſe. 
hether his Aſſiduity in attending me, or 
that the natural Infirmities of old Age are 
come upon him, I can't tell ; but the has 
been obliged through Indiſpoſition ſome 
few Days paſt to diſcontinue his Viſits: 
Befide, the invincible Sultan, my Lord, 
your Father, has retired to the Country to 


unbend his Mind with the Dvertion of 


Hunting. Theſe Accidents have left me 


much alone, and as thou knoweſt I have 
always ſaid that Solitude might be impro- 


ved much to our Advantage, I have en- 
deavoured to make the moſt of this 

portunity; the other Evening as I walked 
in the Garden of my Seraglio, which thou 


knoweſt is bounded by the Sea on one Side, 
and on the other by the moſt delightful 
Plain in the Univerſe, the Weather was 


ſerene 


(687) 
ſerene, and ſcarce one Breath of Wind to 
ſwell the Surge, the Time, the Place, and 
every Thing elſe invited to Contemplation: 
Before I was ſnut up in this Seraglio I was 
acquainted with the Buſineſs of the World; 
as thou art ſeldom out of my Thoughts, 
I began to conſider how far I could make 
this Knowledge uſeful to thee, by collect- 
ing and ſending you my Reflections on 
this Point: Wholly taken up with theſe 
Thoughts, whether I ſlept or wak'd I know 
not, but I -imagined the Sea ſwell'd ſud- 
denly in one Place to the Size of a little 
Hill, which gradually advanced towards 
the Shore, and opening, there came forth 
the moſt lic Figure I had ever ſeen : 
it reſembled that of a Man, of middle Sta- 
ture; his Face glow'd with unuſual Bloom, 
two beautifully plum'd Wings inſtantl 
lifted him up, and gently gliding throu 4 
the Air, he preſently ſtood by me. Thou 
may*ſt imagine, my dear Child, that ſuch 
a Scene diſcompoſed me a little, which 
he perceiving, / in a ſoft perſuaſive Tone 
bid me fear nothing. I am one of the Ge- 
nii, continued he, whom the pious: Der- 
viſe informed you watch over the Actions 
of Mankind, and I am come with a Guar- 


dian's Love to improve your Soul: Look 
towards that Plain, ſaid he, and at the ſame 
Time touching my Eyes with a myſtical 
Wand, I was ſurpriſed to find a large Hill 

Vol. I. G ſo 
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ſo very near me, which I had never obſerved 
before: at the ſame Time I e . the 
miraculous Influence of his Touch, b 
ing able to diſtinguiſh minute ly the Yo. 
off Object on the Top 1 Firſt 
there appeared a confuſed Crowd from the 
Top to "the Bottom; but looking more at- 
tentively I difcavered, that the Hill was 
divided into many circular Stages, all at 
equal Diſtances one from the other; the 
—(— ſeemed to be the largeſt; the 
Hill terminated ſomewhat pyramidically 
above, yet the had not a regular 
Decreaſe upwards, or towards the Middle 
they were near _ with. thoſe 2 


from thence, r e 
— the T'o 1 3 


miniſhed ſenibly, and grew narrower, and 
ended not ins dif: Poine, hi-a ſmall 
3 by which a few mae rare 
ing, who ſeemed wholly unacquain 
each other ; whereas, in all the other Stages 
they crowded promiſcuouſly together : 
The Circles of thoſe on the Top were ſome 
of them lar 3 and the In- 
habitants frequent] attempted to 
break in upon — — their Neigh- 
bours, ſometimes by Fraud, and oftner 
by Violence: I was fo employ'd i in con- 
ſidering theſe Ohjects, that I did not at firſt 
attend to ſome Peculiarities in the Structure 
2 which A that all thoſe — 
| cu 
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culat Stages 
tificially built one above another; the 


Materials of which they conſiſted towards 
the Top of the Hill > were much more 


dea! 4nd frath'd with nicer Workman- 
ſhip, than thoſe towards the Bottom, which 


were coarſe and maffy, as they were de- 


ſigned to ſupport the whole Superſtructure; 
52 what feud not at firſt conceive was, 
that thoſe Arches did not ſeem of one en- 
tire Piece, but in the Crown were imper- 
Foy tibly cemented without Lock-ſtone or 

t; on my Inquiry into the Reaſon, the 
57 told me, that this was the wife 
Contrivance of the Atchtect, to convince 
the Inhabitants of theit mutual Dependance 
on each other. Do you not obſerve, ſays 


ſiſted by each other ? If the . pertnoſt Arch 
did not compreſs the Chowh e of the Arch 
next below it, and the Arch below did not 
keep down the one under it, and fo on to 
the Bottom, the Crown of the bottom Arch 
would fly; (for you ſee they are united by 
1 Springs, and would pull down 
the ſuper-incumbent Stage; this would 
communicate its Ruin to the one above it, 
and fo on upwards till the Defolation be- 
came general : Thus you ſee the lower Stage 
ſupports the upper, and the upper prevents 
Confuſion in the 62 and theit mutual 
2 De- 
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wert ſup by Arches ar- 


he, that theſe Arches are erected in fuch a 
Manner as that. they ate ſupported and aſ- 
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Dependance makes them all concur in this 
univerſal Harmony, The affable Behaviour 
of my Genius having in ſome Meaſure diſ- 
ſipated my Fears, I took the Courage to 
propoſe this Query, ſince this mutual De- 

endance of the Arches contributed to the 

armony of the Inhabitants, whether it. 
were in their Power to leſſen or increaſe the 
Weight of theſe Stages to the Damag 


e of 
one another? He anſwer' d, it was, and at 
the ſame Time I found I could perceive 
Objects much clearer than before,and look- 
ing to the upper Plain, I obſerv'd eve 

Perſon in his Circle, attended by two. mid- 
dle-aged Men, who walk'd ſteadily, and 
endeavoured to confine their reſpective 
Wards each to his proper Place: Now theſe 
two Men, continued he, whom you ſee at- 
tending the other, are the due Poize re- 
quired, to balance the whole, and the 
Motion they keep contributes to it; did 
they leap about irregularly with their Wards, 
there would be too great a Weight, and 
did they retire quite, the upper Stage 
would be too light. The Countenances 
of theſe Perſons had ſomething peculiar, 
the one on the Right was ſerious, but 
ſprightly, ever keeping a watchful Eye on 
his Ward and Companion, and ſeem'd ſe- 
cretly to point with his Finger to particu- 
lar Perſons on the lower Stages. The one 
on the Left was entirely chearful, not as 

I | 


ſerious 
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Bottom, with Deſign to examine every par- 
ticular Stage. The Inhabitants of the low- 
eſt were for the moſt Part rough and unpo- 
liſh*'d, with abject Looks, with knitted care- 
ful Brows and intent; they ſeem'd careleſs of 
ſeveralLandſkips that were about them, tho? 
ſome few were very much taken with them, 
and forſook every Thing elſe. In the next 
the Countenances were for the moſt Part 
graver than the others, and much more anxi- 
ous,and fewer of theſe minded theLandſkips. 
The third was a buſy Multitude, preſſing 
one another, obſerving the Motions. of- the 
Air and Winds, and varying their Coun- 
tenances accordingly. In the Middle were 
a free, eaſy Company, very few had anxi- 
ous Looks ; thoſe, who had, were either re- 
tired into private Corners, or walking on 
the Brink of the Stage; the reſt were gay 
and chearful, their Thoughts ſeem'd undi- 
ſturb'd, while they amusꝰ d themſelves with 
ſeveral Landſkips of different Appearances z 
whether their Looks were caſt up or down, 


they were never alter d, but ſtill were com- 


posꝰd and well humour d: Above them the 
Inhabitants were more diverſified than could 
be imagined from ſo ſmall a Diſtance; here 
was nought but Hurry and Confuſion, each 
eagerly and impatiently looking upwards, 

G 3 crowding 


ſerious as the other, but more inclining to 
a Smile, and held both Arms open towards 
the lower Stage. I then caſt my Eyes to the 


ay 
. 
them to fall ; ſame l — * ws 


wiſhfully on the Stage next below them, 
and. were juſt ready 70 deſcend to it. when 


1 


Thing 1 obſerved in this Fiend, that who» 


ever he ok by.the Wen e vary 


 officious to lead any one) they immediately 


loſt all Serenity, and partook of her Coun- 
— though ſhe, frequently changed 
— t — Poſture; ſometimes me 
appeared ſmooth and humble, even to 
Meanneſs, again aſſum'd all that was proud 
and arrogant; here ſhe bended her Knee to 
the Ground, there ſhe walked on Tip-toe, 
and overlooked the Crowd. The fixth 
Stage had Inhabitants of much the ſame 
Diſpoſition ; they were fewer indeed in 
Number, but the ſame Fiend reign'd a- 
mong them; ſome deſcended to the mid- 


dle Stage, but more kept their OWN, 


leading upwards: 
ked, attended by the 
1h two 


crowding to the 
Each Perſon Who 


0 


OBE TO BO OY 0a aRTWHSTAaACRESS ARE Dana 


(%) 
two. Guardians, had his Eye fixed on moſt 
of theſe but as it was impoſlible 
for him ta ſee or hear every Thing that paſ- 
ſed, he was obliged to rective it from o- 
thers who were not Eye-witnefles of either ; 
theſe Reports often occaſioned various Starts 
and Alterations in his Countenance till he 
was check d by his Guardians in their 
Turns, though the one on the Right ſeemꝰd 
to have moſt Influence. I was juſt going 
to aſk my. Genius the Meaning of theſe va. 
rious Appearances, when he bid me look 
cloſer, and I ſhould. find fomething more 
entertaining before he explain'd the reſt. 
Accordingly I did, and obſerved every 
one was handed by a Guide towards cer- 
tain Steps that lead to the Stage above 
them. Among the reſt there was a Female 
of a pleaſant eaſy Aſpect, h in mean 


Apparel; the Perſons ſhe led could ſcarce· 


ly prefs through the Crowd, and if they 
happened to reach the Steps, could never 
mount, for they were ſtill obliged to give 
Way to others that paſs'd with more able 
Guides; whenever ſhe attempted to riſe 
— was preſs'd down; then indeed : her 
ountenance appeared a while dejected, but 
ſoon refum'd 25 Chearfulneſs, and. oſten 
ſhe reti d; but ſometime I found ſne met 
with Succefs, by calling in an Aſſiſtant; 
this was a Figure which ſerm'd ſtrong and 
| 4 vigorous, 


vigorous, who with his Elbows made Way 
through the Crowd, while with a fixed 

Countenance he bore, unalter'd, any Re- 
proaches: or Mockeries that were thrown 
againſt him: As he oj — the 
Female paſs'd and with more Eaſe led on 
thoſe who followed her. There were other 
Guides had good Succeſs when join'd with 
this Aſſiſtant; one had a cloſe contracted 
Brow, never turn*d his Eyes one Way or 
the other, but ſteadily kept his Looks fix d 
on the Path before him; there were ſome 
who join'd theſe two, and they with little 
Trouble mounted the Stages. There were 
others built Steps for their own Uſe; and 
theſe had Succeſs according to the Materials 
they built them of, or the Manner of Building; 
for ſometimes the Fabrick was periſnable, 
and fell before the upper Steps were finiſhed ; 
ſometimes it was too ſlender, and being 
unable to ſupport them, had the ſame Fate. 
But what I thought moſt melancholy, there 
were ſome who built well, and of good 
Stuff, when others ſap'd their Foundation, 
privately withdrew their Materials to their 
own Building, and ſometimes mounted 
with Succeſs, leaving the others to tumble 
down. One beat on a Drum with ſuch 
Applauſe that drew the Crowd's Attention, 
and paſs'd without Interruption; but they 
who made uſe of this Artifice, 3 
| nrown 
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_ throwti down after they had riſen pretty 


high. | Others made uſe of muſical Inſtru- 


ments, and ſucceeded well; the Flute's ſoft 


Notes charm'd the Hearers to that Degree, 
that many handed up the Performer; the 
Violin had its Applauſe, and mounted eaſily, 
when the Performers managed it right, but 
few were Mafters of it; ſome play'd ſo ill, 
their Pains were rewarded with Scoffs; and 
ſome who play'd well were loſt inthe Crowd 
for want of the ſtrong Aſſiſtant I mention'd 
to make Way-for them. There were ſome 
of this Claſs handed up and admitted, who 
were thrown down for having infected their 
Hearers with ſeveral Diſorders, ſudden Fits 
and Starts, that occaſioned great Diſturb- 
ances and Animoſities. 7225 

There were many other Means uſed, 
but they were either too minute to take 
Notice of, or too tedious to remember; 
beſide the Genius told me, it was high 
Time to explain what we had ſeen, for he 
was obliged to repair elſewhere. 

The Mountain, continued he, is a Re- 
reſentation of human Life, the ſeven 
tages are the different Claſſes Mankind 

may be divided into, I need not ſay the 
loweſt contains the greateſt Number; till 
we come beyond the middle Stage of Life, 
the Numbers in each ſeem pretty much on 
a Par. In thoſe above there are * 


| n 

All they end at laſt in ſovereign Majeſt 
As * ſeldom or ever converſe 4 
gether, we here find them in their 
reſpective Circles or Kingdoms, ſome 
ruling a ſingle Nation, ſome more. As 
— Arches ; * Cann one the other, ſo in 

—_ Station, even the loweſt, ſup- 
1 the higheſt. Now, if there was not 
2 — of Orders and Power in 
Society, there muſt follow an inevitable 
Confuſion; whereas the Solemnity, Weight 
and — given to the higher Pow - 
ers, the lower within due Bounds, 
and them ſerviceable Members of 
Society. Thus there is a mutual - 
dance of the higher and lower, one: on the 
other, and an agreeable Harmony' between 
them, which refers to the Springs of the 
Arches. As to the two Attendants on eve- 
ry fingle Perſon in the upper Circles, theſe 
are Wiſdom and Humanity, which ſhould 
always direct a Sovereign in executing his 
Power. The Government of a Nation has fo 
much Delicacy in it, that to recede from 
theſe Qualities will make the fly, 
and cauſe Confuſion. Wiſdom and Hu- 
- manity keep the Prince in a ſteady even 
Motion, that he neither tyrannizes over his 
Subjects, nor loſes his Weight or Autho- 
rity ; the humane Sovereign opens his Arms 
like a tender Parent, to receive his —_— 


RinGdo aA oe 0 = oe 


with one another to amaſs Wealth, ut 


(9) 

and pardon their Faults, whilft Wiſdom 
drecks him to particular 
that Humanity. This laſt Quality, when 


intirely alone, renders a Perſon weak, and 


lable ta be impoſed on; but when the 
two are blended together, they make that 
agreeable. Compoſition, which renders. 2 
In the lower Stage are the common 
5 who being tied down to their 
wo for a e have not the 
Opportunity of poliſhing themſelves, but 
remain rough and tude, as they have a 
ependance on all thoſe who employ them; 
from too ſervile a Deſire of obliging, they 
trequenthy deſcend to abject Meanneſs, 


which infects their Looks. This ſtrenu- 


ous Purſuit of a Livelihood makes the 
Ee eareleſs of Nature, which is 
repreſented by Landſkips, tho' 

ſome acquire ſuch a Reliſh for them, that 
they forfake all Buſineſs to purſue theſe 
Diverſions. 
Inthe ſecond Stage are repreſented Trad- 
ers, and thoſe of that Claſs; as their Views are 
leſs confined than the Claſs, below them, 
they are more anxious for the Advantages 


of Life, and allow themſelves no Time for. | 


Diverſions, 


-- 


In the third were Merchants ſtruggli 


1 
ous 


Objects worthy of 
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bus to obſerve fair or contrary Winds, and 
looking chearful or downcaſt, according 
as the Weather favours or diſappoints 
AB „ UHC x 3 
In the Middle were Gentlemen of inde- 
. pendent Fortunes, who having a Compe- 
tency, had diveſted themſelves of all am- 
bitious Views, and lived eaſy. This hap- 
py Station can ſcarcely admit of any Anxie- 
1 ſome are repreſented on the Brink of 

e Stage, whole Fortunes are ſomewhat 
ſhattered, not ſo as to oblige them to re- 
tire immediately, but ſo as to give them 
Pain, for Fear of _ under the Neceſ- 
ſity of quitting that calm Life. As to the 
reſt, their Thoughts are undiſturb'd, while 
they - ſeek no more than the Improvement 
of their Minds, by enquiring into Nature, 
in her different Dreſſes or Landſkips, Va- 
rious Amuſements, various Pleaſures, and 
Opportunities of doing Good to Society : 
These have the true Taſte of Life, free 
from the Care of ſeeking their Livelihood, 
they are at full Leiſure for nobler Views, 
the Good of Mankind in general, and their 

own e in particular. Whether 
they look at the Pomp and Strife of thoſe 
above them, or the Neceſſities of thoſe be- 
low them, they ſeem equally Objects of 
their Pity, and willingly relieve them, 
without diſcompoſing their Minds. : 
| e 
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Above were placed Men of more elevated 
Stations and hi 


ſing to get before the other, looki 
upwards for Honour and Promotion: 
ere ſome diſſatisfied were in private 
Cabals, calling in Queſtion the Merit 
of thoſe who were preferred to them. 
Thoſe, who like Children throw Blocks 
in the other's Way, repreſent thoſe artful 
Men, who find Means of turning others 
out of Favour, to make Room for them- 
ſelves. Some are charmed with the 
Thoughts of a - quiet independent Life, 
but the haggard Fiend, Ambition, diverts 
them from that calm Turn of Mind, and 


hurries them into the Crowd of Levees 


and Attendance. Ambition changes a 


Man from his real Nature, he is general» 


ly haughty to thoſe below, left a Freedom 
with them ſhould prevent his Riſing, 
The Man haunted by this Fiend is often 
obliged. to vary his Deportment ; now he 
debaſes himſelf, again he towers haugh- 
tily, according as it conduces to the At- 
tainment of his Views. ny 

As Ambition. reſides among Men of al- 
moſt every Claſs, ſo in the ſixth Stage, 


where were the Nobility, we find much 


the ſame Situation of Things, very few 
could be induced to part with 8 
. | O 


| gh Places; here was con- 
ſequently „ Confuſion, each preſ— 
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of Preferment, and deſcend to the middle 
Station of Life. Among thoſe, whoſe 
whole Intention is to advance themſelves, 
we find many careleſs of the Means, and 
accordingly recommending themſelves to 
Majeſty, by deluſive Tales; ſtriving to 
blindfold his Judgment, till Wiſdom: ex- 
erts itſelf, and diſcovers the Art. Sove- 
reign Majeſty, or the Perſon attended by 
the two Guardians, - ſhould have his At- 
_ tention fixed on all the Paſſages among his 
Subjects; but as it is impoſſible for him 
to ſee or hear every Thing immediately, 
his Accounts come from others; theſe 
being in a high Sphere, above looking in- 
to every Thing minutely, receive their 
Advices allo at fecond Hand. Theſe va- 
rious Reports at firſt aſſail Majeſty in ſuch 
Manner as to diſturb him, and render him 
doubtful how to act, till Wiſdom and Hu- 
manity aſſuming their Places, give proper 
Directions. Thus the Genius gave me a 
particular View and Explanation of each 
3 Stage; the following were more 
general. 

Every one has ſome peculiar Endow- 
ment td advance himſelf by, which is the 
Guide that leads towards the Steps. The 
Female of a pleaſant Aſpe&t in mean Ap- 
parel was Honeſty, which is not ſufficient 
to advance a Man without other — 
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the merely honeſt Man meets fo many Dif- 


fieulties that he is generally fruſtrated ; there 
are ſo many indirect Means of gaining Fa- 


vour and Promotion, he cannot get over 


theſe Obſtacles, but frequently retires, and 
is obliged to give Way to thoſe better 
kil'd in theſe Practices; but tho* Diſap- 


intments deject him at firſt, the Satiſ- 

ion of having done no Wrong, gives 
him Eaſe of Mind, and a chearful Counte- 
nance. If a Man acquires a ſeaſonable 
Portion of Aſſurance to back his Honeſty, 
he may, like a ſtrong robuſt Man, puſh 
through the Crowd, and make Way for 


his good Qualities to be obſerved: It Ap- 


plication and Induſtry be added, which 


with ſerious contracted 1 to one 
Path, a Man cannot fail to make his Way. 
A Perſon therefore, in order to riſe, 
ſhould be induſtrious in his Way, and deal 
honeftly to recommend himſelf. 

There are ſome Men who, by gathering 
Riches, make their own Way, or build 
Steps to riſe on: If the Stuff be good, or. 
Money honeſtly gotten, they will ſucceed : 
but if not, it is periſhable : The Manner 
of Building ſometimes rendered theſe Steps 
weak, that was the Money was not well 
employed, or diſpoſed to the beſt Uſes ; 
lometimes they were too ſlender, that is. 
Men graſp at more than their F pe es 

allow, 
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allow, and conſequently fail in their Aim. 
The Impoſitions and Deceits one Man 
es — . . 487 frequent 
Life, are here r en in 
the Foundations, and renin d. R 
als or Subſtance to N and by 
theſe Means they too often riſe, while the 
honeſt deceived Neighbour tumbles down. 
Some with empty Aſſurance, like the 
Sound of a Drum, pleaſe and are raiſed; 
but when they are diſcovered, ſoon fall 
into Diſgrace. + 
A Man who can charm with his polite 
Addreſs and agreeable Converſation, like 
the Notes of a Flute, recommends himſelf, 
and ſeldom fails of a Patron to raiſe him. 
The Performers on the Violin are Men of 
Genius for writing, who if they perform 
well, may meet Succeſs, but if their Per- 
formances are indifferent,they loſeTime and 
Credit. The Violin alſo may be taken for 
Flattery; a Man with this Talent often in- 
troduces himſelf into Life, and for a while 
may ſucceed ; but then as Flatterers are the 
Peſt of Society, by generally breeding 
Feuds and Animoſities, and having no 
alities to recommend themſelves, are 
obliged to whiſper Falſities, to pleaſe the 
Ears of thoſe who are weak enough to 


| hearken to 12 8 till being diſcovered in 
their 
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their Miſchief, they are diſmiſſed. with 


The Sound was ſtill tinkling in my 


Ears, my Eyes: fixed on the Mountain, 
when all vaniſhed on a ſudden ; and look- 
ing for the Genius, I found myſelf alone 


heartily well pleaſed with what had hap- 


pened, and I reſolved to regulate my Life 
accordingly ; If this Account pleaſes my 


dear Child, and entertains you, tis all that 


is aimed at by your anxious Mother, 


Conſtantinople b 20th | 
Day of the gib Moon. 1. 
SEL IAA 


LETTER XIII. 
SELIMA 70 ISABELLA. 


Can tell thee with great Pleaſure our 

ood Derviſe is recovered, and made 
me his firſt Viſit Yeſterday. I gave thee, 
my dear J1/abella, in ſome preceding 
Letters, what were his Sentiments con- 
cerning the Neceſſity of Society,” of 
which Truth I ſuppoſe thou art now 
lo well convinced that thou voud'ſt 
conſider the human Species as the moſt diſ- 
mal and uncomfortable of all other Beings, 
Vol, J. H with- 
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without its friendly Aſſiſtance; ndtwith- 
ſtanding that Society is the principal In- 
gredient in promoting human Happineſs, 
et the living among Men is not of itſelf 
Cent 1 End. He ob- 
ſerves, that though the reaſoning Facuky, 
by the Excellence of its own Nature, — 
enable us to chooſe and diſtinguiſi Right 
from Wrong, Good from Evil, and by 
the Power of Compariſon enables us to 
transfer theſe Conſiderations to other Ob- 
jects, by which we have the Ground and 
fundamental Knowledge of the great Va- 
lue and Uſefulneſs of : Still there is 
fornething wanting, ſome Standard, ſome 
Rule for the meaſuring and conducting all 
our Actions, in order to ſupport and ce- 
ment this Union. I ſuppoſe that thou wilt 
be amazed, my dear Child, when 1 tell 
thee that the Derviſe affirms, that Pru- 
dence is the Foundation of all human Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge, from whoſe great 
Fountain all the Cardinal Virtues directly 
flow. + Prudence, ſays he, according to an 
old Philoſopher, is an accurate Examina- 
tion and a ſtudious Search after Truth. He 
- kimfelf defines it to be the uſeful and pro- 
+bable, but not the infallible Means and 
Method of attaining Truth. He adds, 
not infallible Means, becauſe human Events 
are fore-known only by the all · ſeeing * 
i 2 Ci tos 
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d that therefore the moſt 


that this | Sina prudent Care of main- 
N e Wein Rights of Mankind, 


nN y Man his Ln and 
performing all OT 
y 


it is to a conſcious Pues t Yong Oi 
obe choſen and that rejected, may be aſcri- 
” bed, . that — of Reſolution, and 
d manly Firmneſs of Soul, which renders Man 
a» I almoſt ſuperior to his Nature, and is call'd 
is l clades and laſtly, that it is Prudence 
ne only which inſtructs us to confine all our 
all Thoughts, Words and Actions within the 
e Precincts of moral Decorum or Decency ; 
i * Temperance, the laſt great Cardinal 
1 is naturally derived. What Du- 
great Madam, ſays he, reſpectively 
— le . The we 
Subjetts of my future Viſits ; in the mean 
Tice your ublime Highneſs thinks fit we 
nillcoonaye ſomewhat longer on Prudence, 
which is deſervedly eſteemed the Queen of 


f deduces Juſtice * this Source, 
9 


or private Nature; that which — 5 to a 
publick being properly the Buſineſs of Mat- 
chiavelians and Stateſmen, I ſhall leave a 
Diſquiſition on this Branch to ſuch Men, 
Eye and will proceed on our Inquiries concern- 


of of Ho ing 


of Providence, an 
prudent. acious Man may be illud 
and baffled in ho bee Fe 
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ing the ſecond Head, which is; namely, 

*private Prudence. Private Prudence is 

that Rule of Action by which we conduct 

_ ourſelves, and direct others in Behalf of 
Truth, and differs from Craft and Cun- 
ning; as neither of theſe are conſidered, 
as Virtues or reputable ; they can bear 
no Relation to Prudence, which is a 
Virtue by which we are honeſtly and in- 
nocently guided in Caſes of extreme 
Difficulty, by which we are inſtructed and 
directed how to demean ourſelves in eve 
Viciſſitude of Life: Thus much may ful 
tice for a Delineation of Prudence in gene- 
ral. If your ſublime Highneſs, continued 
"he, will give me Leave to tell you the 
Story of * Bubamar, Prince of Tauris, I flat- 
ter myſelf that you will find in it not leſs of 
the inſtructive than of the entertaining, and 
It is not unſuitable to our preſent Purpoſe. 
Great Princeſs, ſaid he, the Hiſtory of 
thoſe ancient Ages tell, that Bubamar was 
one of the moſt wiſe and ſagacious Prin- 
ces of his Time: He had, from his earli- 
eſt Youth, with great Study and Applica- 
tion addreſs'd himſelf - to conſider what 
might poſſibly be the Conſequences and 


- © "8" Bubamer. Frequent mention is made of this 
Prince in the Hiſtories of Perfia, as one who made 
the moſt powerful Stand againit the Per ſian Monarc! 


* b in Defence of his Liberty. 
8 | 3 Reſults 


Each Fact was ſo well ſuppo 


(L201) 
Refults of ſuch and ſuch Actions; to ſo 


reſtleſs and active a Genius as this, Variety 
of Scenes and much Buſineſs were requiſite; 


nay, ſuch was the Temper of this Prince, 
that for want of other Employment he 
ſometimes entered into Schemes that were 
not ſtrictly moral; to gratify this buſy 
Diſpoſition he frequently ſat with his Judg- 
es in the Courts of Judicature : The great 
Diverſity of Suits and Cauſes which were 
always managed there gave exquiſite Plea 
ſure to'this curious Prince. In ſhort, he 
arrived at ſuch an incredible Knowledge 
of Men and Things, that our Hiſtorian 
lays, it was by many affirmed he was di- 
vinely inlightned : It happen'd in one of 
thoſe judicial Humours one Day that he 
heard two Malefactors tried upon ſuch a 
Variety of the moſt ſubtle Villanies, that it 
might be thought by any Perſon of leſs Pe- 
netration than he was, that no two Men in 
the World could even have Time, much leſs 
Abilities, for the Performance of ſuch Things: 
rted by Evi- 
dence, and confirmed by Circumſtances 
againſt them, that their Guilt was as plain 
as certainty : During the whole Proceſs of 
the Trial our Prince look'd upon them 
with great Wonder and Surprize ; butwhen 


he heard of Locks; Bolts and Doors flying 


open to them almoſt with a Word, his Sur- 
N 1 3 Priæe 
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. D into e he then de- 

udge, on N ita Pretext, 

bs defer 15 Sentence; and 285 com- 
munieating his Deſign to "thy udges, the 
— Night he ordered that both the Priſo- 
ners ſhould be privately conducted to his 
Seraglio : When the Criminals were brought 
. Into the Royal Preſence, Bubamar, inſtead 
of « g them with their Guilt, fays 
with a chearful Countenance, you are the 
moſt extraordinary Men in the World, if 
theſe Things be true which were advanced 
aud) ou this Day; to which one of the 
Rogues os as Face reply'd, high 
and mi hey Frincs, * but Truth 
| ſhould a approach the Ear of Majefty, we, 
the moſt „ of thy Slaves, do con- 
feſs our Guilt, nd 3 thy royal Cle- 
mency; upon which the Prince enquired 
what their Profeſſions were; to which he 
was anſwered, that one was an Architect, 
and the other a Smith; that they were ſo 
mutually aſſiſtant to — other in the car- 
krying on their Deſigns, that they could do 
nothing but in Conjunction. Bubamar then 
told em, that — could not be inſenſi- 
ble their Lives were forfeited to Juſtice for 
their Offences; but that he, through 
his princely. Favour, would not only con- 
deſcend to forgive them, but would pro- 
mote them to great Honours and * 


- 1." A) 
if they would undertake faithfully and fin- 
cerely to diſcharge a Commiſſion with which 
he deſigned to intruſt them, on -their ſo- 
lemn Pramiſe of Faith, Zeal and Secrecy. 
to his Majeſty's Commands. He produ- 
Spe neg ror Tr 

great eminent By 
among which was that of the * Haram of 
Ipaban, which was the Palace of Saach- Abas 
the great, then ＋ Sophi of Pera. Bu- 
hamar ired from the Architect, whe- 
ther he knew what Structure was; to 
which he readily anſwered, it is the 
Haram of Ipaban. I was employed up- 
wards of twenty Years about this Palace. 
The Prince then pointing to a ſmall Turret 
in one of the Gardens, - enquired what 
Building that was; the Architect told him, 


chat it was- a retiring Chamber where the 


Haram, the Palace of the great Perſſan Monarch 
at I/pahan, a Term in the Perfian Language, cor- 
reſponding to that of Serag/io among the Tarks. 

+ Sepbi or Sofi, a Title given to the Emperor 
of = the Sophis value themſelves, and with 
ſome Reaſon, of their illuſtrious Extraction, the Race 
being ſecond to none in the Eaſt. They are de- 
ſcended in a right Line from Howſſein, ſecond Son of 
Ali Mahomet's Couſin, and Fatima Mahomet's Daugh- 
ter. There is no Prince in the World, whoſe Autho- 
rity is more abſolute than that of the Sophi of 
Pera. His Power is not even limited by any Laws 
he himſelf can make ; but he ſuſpends, changes, and 
annuls them at Pleaſure. x 
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| grand Sophi and his Achmet-Doulet, or 
prime Miniſter 7 1 Says 


thee Prince, ou e to drop a 
Pacquet in' this Place 2 1 Twill reward you 
according to my Promiſe, and beyond your 


Deſire : On his aſſuring the Prince, that he 


would, with-the Affiſtance- of his Compa- 


nion, they accordingly that Night received 


their Commiſſion, together with a large 
Sum of Money. This was a Letter wrote 
with the King's own Hand, addreſſed to the 
Achma- Doulet, in which, among many other 
Acknowledgments for Favours receiv'd. 
he particularly thanks him for the friendly 
Care he took of him, in diſappointing the 
Sophi his Maſter, from ſending his Armies 
that Year into his Territories; and by 
Way of Poſtſcript, ſubjoins a Draught 


on {/aiah the Jew, Lapidary at /pahban, 


for Jewels to the Amount of 40000 Se- 
quins of Gold ; this he called a ſmall Ear- 


neſt of his Gratitude. The two Meſſengers 


having received their Inſtructions, inſtantly 
ſet out for the Court of the Sacha- Abas, 
where with much Money, great Promiſes, 
and infinite Cunning, they at laſt had Ac- 
ceſs to the Turret ; and having diſpoſed 
of their Letter, according to their Di- 


* Achma-Doulet, the firſt great Officer in the 
Perſian State, anſwering to that of Grand-Vizier 
among the Turks, | 


rections, 
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rections, which was to drop it on the 
Floor, as if it had fallen accidentally 
from ſome Perſon, they then retired. 
Not long after the Sophi ſends to the chief 
Eunuch, to let him know, that he intended 
to give the Achma-Doulet a Meeting in the 
Turret that Evening, on ſome Matters of 
State; the chief Eunuch, who had Charge 
of the Turret, immediately went to pre- 
pare for his Maſter's coming : Having 
opened the Chamber Door, he caſt his Eye 
upon the Pacquet, which when he took up, 
and ſaw that the Seals were broken, his 
Curiofity invited him to look further; but 
how great was his Aſtoniſnment when he 
read the Contents! The Hiſtory is ſilent 
whether it was his Fidelity to his Maſter, 
or his Jealouſy of the Achma-Doule!'s Great- 
neſs which determined him to reveal the 
fatal Secret: Tis certain that the Sopbi 
was made acquainted with the whole Mat- 

ter: Great were the Agitations and Per- 

plexities of the good King on this Cccaſion. 

Can this, cries he, can this be to my Achma- 

Doulet, to my faithful Achma-Doulet,the pub- 

lick profeſs'd Enemy of that Slave Bubamar ? 
In this Dilemma he reſolves to feign ſome 

Occaſion to ſend the Achma-Douler out of 

the Way, and in the mean Time to con- 

ſult with his graveſt Counſellors what was 

moſt proper to be done under theſe Cir- 

7 cumſtances. 
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cumſtances : The Counſel were divided; 


ſome of them told the King that this cou'd 


be no other than a politic Scheme of the 


crafty Bubamar to remove the Achma-Dou- 
77 0 from about i oh King s Perſon; it was 
at laſt agreed upon, that the Draught 
ſhould be ſeparated from the Body of the 
Letter, and ſent to the Jew for Acceptance; 


which, when the Jew ſaw, he ordered it 


immediately to be paid either in Money or 
Jewels, and the Achmei-Doulet was adjudg'd 
guilty. The enrag'd Sopht ſends his Guards 
immediately to execute the | unfortunate, 
but innocent Achma-Doulet, together with 
his Wives and Children, his Houſe was 
raſed to the Ground, branded with Infa- 
my, and converted to a Dunghill.. Thus 
fell diſhonoured and abuſed Achma-Doulet, 
whoſe principal Guilt was Fidelity to his 
| Maſter; if Bubamar's Gold could have 

evailed over his Integrity, he might 
ave lived without Shame, tho* not with- 
out Guiit. This melancholy Tragedy, 
when related to the crafty Bubamar, by his 
ſubtle Emiſſaries, he replied, This was ſo 
„ plorious an Action, that if you live any 
longer, I am afraid you will tarniſh the 
* Merit of it by ſome newCrimes, and there- 
fore ordered them immediately to be 
ſtrangled.“ In this Account of Bubamar you 
ſee, great Madam, the Difference between 


Prudence 
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Prudence and Craft; the prudent Man con- 


ſults his own Advantage, and acts within the 


Bounds of Virtue and Truth, but the crafty 


or cunning forgets Truth and Virtue, when 
Intereſt is the Queſtion. My. next Diſ- 
quiſition, ſublime Madam, ſhall conſiſt of 
a few Maxims in Prudence, regarding on- 


ly private Perſons in particular Circumſtan- 


ces. Thus ended the wile Derviſe, and 
humbly beg' d, that I would earneſtly re- 
commend theſe Doctrines to thee, my Child, 
the Attendance to which will certainly con- 
duct you innocently and ſafely through the 
crooked Journey of Life, and bring thee to 
the everlaſting — of Paradiſe, where that 
you and I may hereafter meet, is the ſincere 
With and fervent Prayer of me thy Mother, 


_ Conſtantinople he 2 th | 
Day of ho web Mao? SE LIM A. 
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SELIMA 7? ISABELLA. 


O Man, my dear J/abella, had ever 
| greater Occaſion for perfonal Pru- 
dence, or Women for ſage Counſel, than 
thy ſublime Father and I, under our pre- 

ſent 
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ſent Circumſtances. We have had certain 


Information, through our faithful Reis-Of- 
fendi, that the Janizaries, the tumultuous 
Slaves, thoſe impudent Sons of Rebellion, of 
late hold nightly Meetings, with malign In- 
tent to dethrone my invincible Lord your 


Father, and overthrow the bleſſed Confſtituti- 


on and Empire of our holy Predeceſſor Oſto- 
man; my Lord is ſecuring the Affections of 
his People, and the wholſome Advice of his 
wiſe Divan. Thy Mother's Conſolation, 


my dear Iſabella, chiefly reſults from the 


pious Converſation of my truly religious 
erviſe; his Counſel to me in my preſent 
Situation has been as grateful, as that 
Balſam which. our holy Prophet ſheds 
upon the Beards of his beloved in Parad:/-. 
Prudence, ſays he, affords us but two Rules 
of acting, in caſe of threatning Danger; 
the firſt is by reſolutely oppoſing ourſelves 
to its Aſſaults, thereby we at leaſt blunt its 
Violence, and often totally ward off the 
Blow ; the ſecond is patiently ſubmitting 
to the Evil, and preparing one's Mind 
to ſupport under the Difficulty, in the beſt 
Manner we can; but neither of theſe 
Maxims are of univerſal Advantage, and 
therefore not always to be adhered to. In 
the arit Caſe, the Man of Spirit, who re- 
ſolves to oppoſe himſelt to Misfortune, 
inſtead of being able to ſtem its Torrent, 
as 
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as he 'preſumptuouſly imagined, may find 
himſelf carried away with it, and over- 
whelmed in its Tide. Under this Diſ- 
appointment, that Spirit of Reſolution, 
which before aſſiſted him, now kindles in- 
to Impatience, and his Misfortunes ſits 
upon him, like the Yoke upon an un- 
tractable Horſe, who by how much the 
more he frets and toſſes, by ſo much he 
gauls his own Neck : the Man who acts 
conformable to the ſecond Maxim, has 
more Probability on his Side ot ſucceed- 
ing, than on the other; his Diſtreſs cannot 
be well aggravated, when he fits down 
with Reſolution to bear the worſt; and the 
| 2 Conſolation of being able to fall no 
ower is ſome Relief to the wretched; the 
Tempeſt ſeldom diſturbs the fallen Oak, 
while the ſtanding Tree is riven; however, 
the Derviſe draws a third Rule of acting 
from theſe two, which is gravely and ſtea- 
dily to oppoſe human Evils, ſo long as 
we find our Endeavours uſeful, and then 
calmly reſolve to endure patiently what is 
not in our Power to help effectually. As hu- 
man Evils are the Ablence or Privation of 
Pleaſure, let us examine their Qualities, 
and what Remedies the prudent Man may 
have Recourſe to, when attack'd by any 
of them, ſuppoſe in Sickneſs, Baniſhment, 
Captivity, Want, Diſgrace, Loſsof F —_— 
3 Cs, 
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c. Theſe, great Madam, ſays the wiſe 
Derviſe, I conceive to be the moſt invete- 
rate Enemies of Pleaſure. Now, ſuppoſe 
à Perſon worn with Diſtempers, and e- 
maciated with Pain and Agony, as Death 
is the Abſence of all cerporal Senſations, 
ſhould not a prudent Man fly to it, as his 
faithful Friend and Refuge, and is not the 
ſame Conſolation ready in every other evil 
Circumſtance? By no Means, Prudence 


has taken Care to furniſh us with Precepts 


and Maxims, which if carried into Practice, 


will enable us, I won't ſay totally to get 


the better, but will at leaſt TE all hu- 
man Evils tolerable, without having Re- 
courſe to the uncertain Aſſiſtance of Death. 
Tho Sickneſs, from its own Nature, lyes 
leſs within the- Reach of Advice than any 
other human Affliction; yet Prudence does 


not leave us without a Friend here, the 


Honour of imitating ſome Perſon of di- 


ſtinguiſhed Merit and Reſolution, who has 


been in Diſtreſs, is ſome, tho* poor Com- 


fort to the Miſerable; beſide, if we conſi- 


der, that Providence has made Sickneſs 


.and Humanity, inſeparable, that it is a 
Kind of Rent-Charge he has on our Beings, 
to put us in Mind that we are his Tenants 
at Will, we ſhould be comforted ; beſide, 


all human Pleaſures are groſs and periſh- 


able, nay frequently loſe chemlelves in 


the 
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the veryEnjoyment: : Sickneſs only reconciles 
us to them when we are weary, ſated anddif- 


guſted. Theſe, great Madam, and the like 
Reflections, a — Man ſhould make 
under ſuch hard Circumſtances, which tho? 
they are not abſolute — ms. may 

rove powerful Lenitives. I 
— in our next Converſation, — 
der how far Prudence may aſſiſt, under the 
other diſtreſſed Circumſtances mentioned a- 
bove. Theſe ſalutary Maxims, my dear Child, 
do not leſs deſerve your Attention, than 
his former 1 they were ſpe- 
culative, theſe 2 your 
Mind, theſe will — oF may the Spi- 
ric of Inſtruction inlighten thy Hoey and 
| ſtrengthen thy Underſtanding. Farewel. 


The 28 % Day of the” 
Moon. 


SELIMA. 


L. B. TIN IP; 
SELIMA to ISABELLA. 


8 the Souls of the F aithful are diſqui- 
A eted when interrupted in their De- 
ke mm, lo was the Heart of thy Mother 
| diſturb- 


EUiſturbed when the black Spirit of Rebel- 
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lion delay*'d my Intercourſe with you, my 
dear Child; however, though its Storm 
blew high, and the Times wore” a peril- 
ous Aſpect, I never neglected the wiſe 
Derviſe on your Account, nor overlook'd 


any of his Precepts. Great Madam, ſays 


he, I ſhall never forget the dreadful Appre- 
henſions you conceived on our Exami- 
nations into ſome of the Paſſions; I then 


intimated their general Uſe to Mankind: 


I believe, if you reflect upon what has been 
ſaid concerning Prudence, I ſhall have your 
Conſent to affirm, that this Queen of all 
Virtues actually ſprings from the Paſſion 
of Fear: The Miſeries and Misfortunes of 
other Men is the School where we are firſt 
taught to be diſtruſtful, and conſcious a- 
bout our own Actions. A Perſon inſen- 
ſible of Fear lives in the World like a na- 


ked Man in a hoſtile Multitude. I wou'd 


not have your Highneſs imagine that I here 
recommend Fear to the diſqualifying us from 
the attending our Duty as Members of 
Society; no, Madam, I mean that Fear 
which will guard us againſt raſhly imbark- 
ing in any Thing that might either injure 
ourſelves or others, and then it certainly 


- deſerves to wear the Name of Prudence. 
- I had almoſt forgot that I promiſed this 
© Ditquiſition ſhould be employed about 


ſhewing 
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ſhe the Advantages which the prudent 
2 over the reſt of Mankind in Caſes 
of extreme Difficulty in the proceeding Diſ—ʒ 

uiſition: I told you that in Sickneſs and 

ain, that Prudence, if it did not make 
a perfect Cure, it was at leaſt the moſt pro- 
bable Lenitive ; let us now ſee how far it 
befriends us in Caſes of -Captivity and Im- 

riſonment: The Perſon whom Prudence 
Pad taught to deſpiſe Sickneſs and Pain, 
will mile at Fetters and Priſons as one of 
the moſt inoffenſive Companions of this 
Evil; the Soul is confin'd to the Body. 
which clogs her down, and without Doubt 
robs her of great Part of her Excellence, 

et there are few Men willing to be de- 
ly ered from its Bonds : Freedom can only 
beſtow Variety ; the prudent Man will af- 
firm, that his own Mind will afford him 
more Change, and Variety of Entertain- 
ment, than all the Courts and Cities in the 
World can adminiſter: Impriſonment there- 
fore is an Evil founded on falſe Eſtimates; 
the Man who regards Exile as a grievous 
Calamity, muſt acknowledge himſelf in 
Love with Impriſonment, for the living in 
one Place always is to inhabit an extended 
Priſon. There is nothing in this World 
worth our Regard but the Study and Prac- 
tice of Nature and Virtue; theſe may en- 
tertain and inſtruct in the Indies, as well as 
Val. I. I here. 
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here. . A Man may with ſome Regret leave 
his Friends and Acquaintance beldnd him, 
et the prudent Man knows if he carries 
is Virtue and Innocence abroad, he will 
find Friends and a Home in every Place: 
Again, if we be ſurrounded with Want, a 
great Roman Philoſopher ſets. the Matter 
clear, and ſhews our Error in a few Words ; 


he that is govern'd by Nature cannot be 


r, and he that is by Opinion cannot be 
lich ; a little is 5 Fey e him that re- 
quires no more than he has abſolute Occaſion 
or, and Abundance will not ſatisfy him 
whoſe Opinion ſuggeſts imaginary Wants; 
there is ſcarcely any Body, who with Ap- 
- plication and Induſtry, may not procure 
what is neceſſary; but Luxury and Extra- 
vagance are ever making freſh Demands, 
and are never ſatisfied: The prudent Man 
therefore will never pine after a great Store 
when a little is ſufficient, and that ſo eaſil 
purchas' d. Now, great Madam, if we be at- 
flicted on account of Diſgrace, we ſhall find 
ourſelves on Inquiry into its Nature to have 
acted again an imprudent Part; Diſgrace 
can only follow Loſs of Fame or Place. The 
wiſe King of the Fews aſſerted, that good 
Fame was a precious Treaſure; the * 
dent Man, no Doubt, conceives ſome De- 
light from reflecting, that his Name and 
Example may influence other Men's Acti- 
8 Ons, 


* 4 * - 
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ons, but that Goodneſs which inſpires this 


Joy will alſo fatisfy him againſt the invi- 


dious Tongue of Slander. If from the Loſs 


of Place and Honour, a prudent Man will 
conſider, that Men of high Office are at 
beſt but buſy, ſplendid Slaves, perpetually 


expos'd to Faction and Party, ever uncer- 


tain, ever diſquieted; fure then every pru- 
dent Man, inſtead of conſidering the Loſs 
of fuch a Situation as an Evil, will rather fit 
down and thank Providence for his Delive- 
rance. And laſtly, ſuppoſe our Diſtreſſes ariſe 
from the Loſs or Abſence of our Friends; by 
Friends I underſtand, a Wife, Children'or 
Intimates. If we enquire into the Founda- 
tionof this Concern, we ſhall find ſomething 
reſulting from it, which a prudent Man 
ſhould conceal. I am afraid it is not theirs, 
but our own Love that gives us this Un- 
eaſineſs, and that it is the Loſs of our own 
Pleaſures or Advantages which we take ſo 
heavily : The ſupreme Being gives us Exiſt- 
ence, and Virtue Friends; and, ſo long as we 
preſerve this Jewel, we need be under no Ap- 
prehenſions of wanting ſuch Bleſſings, whe- 
ther the common Courſe of Nature, or any 
other Neceſſity deprives us of them. I con- 
teſs, great Madam, continued he, that this 
Diſſertation ſhould more properly be rang- 
ed under the Head of Fortitude, but that I 
was here inclin'd to illuſtrate the general Uſe 
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of Prudence. Thus concluded the Derviſe. 
My dear//abella, I confeſs that I ſhould think 
it a hard Taſk to carry his Principles into 
Execution, and yet this Man, by the meer 
Strength of his own Reaſon, has arrived 
to ſuch a Degree of Philoſophy, that you 
might imagine — Soul an Body had no 
Connection together. This convinces me, 
that Prudence is the Soul's right Eye, thro' 
which ſhe diſcovers, that there is nothing 
in this World which deſerves our Concern 
but Virtue alone. Farewel. 


Conſtantinople the 1 55 
Day of the 1 oth Moon, 


SEL 1 | 
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LETTER XVI. 


S ELIM A 70 142114. 


Jabella, J ſuppoſe thou art ſatisfied 

at the great Ruler and Governor of all 
Things has not given us Being to ſquander 
our Time away in an inſipid Indolence; 


that our Souls are given us to confeſs our 
: a 1 Grati- 


F R OM the preceding Letters, my dear 
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dew ( 117) ; 
Gratitude to our generous Author: To 


take Care of ourſelves as an Acknowledg- 
ment for this Bleſſing, and to affiſt and ſup- 


our Fellow-ſpecies as Co-partners of 
our Natures, and rs of the ſame Advan- 
tages and Diſadvantages: Life is therefore 
an important Truſt which we receive on 
Credit from our wiſe Author. Prudence 
directs us to manage our Conduct in ſuch 
a Manner, as at leaſt to become inoffen- 
five Members of Society ; but this is not 
ſufficient ; to be good and uſeful, we ſhould 
be juſt. Hear then with Pleaſure, and di- 


geſt with Diligence in thy Heart the wiſe 
Derviſe's Sentiments of Juſtice,” which he 


defines to be a conſtant, regular Diſpoſi- 
tion of the Mind, to attribute to every 
Man what is his Right ; this is the Foun- 
dation of all Laws, and not Injury, as has 
been falſely aſſerted; for this Saying is 
only applicable to ſuch Laws as were en- 
acted for the more effectual Execution of 
Juſtice : There are none of the Virtues ſo 
much abuſed as this is in the general Ufe 
of the Term; it frequently ſignifies Pu- 
niſhment, but its moſt honourable Pro- 
vince is to reward. Force and Law are 
the two great Props of this Virtue ; the 
firſt Men were ſenſible that they had a na- 
tural Right to their Lives and Properties, 
for this Reaſon the weak united themſelves 

I 3 againſt 
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2gainſt the ſtrong, in Defence of Juſtice, 
and eſtabliſhed this Union by Force: 
Law without Force would be uſeleſs, 
notwithſtanding, tho' there was no Force 
to command, nor .Law to oblige, Juſ- 
tice would not be without an Avenger ; 
ſhe brings Peace of Mind, but Injuſtice 
Horror and Confuſion ; Communities, or 
any other aggregated Syſtem of Men cannot 
therefore ſubſiſt without the Practice of this 
Virtue. Between Nations at War the writ- 
ten, that is to ſay, the civil, Law can have 
no Force, but the unwritten, which are 
the Laws of Nature and her Dictates; 
Wars therefore ſhould- be carried on with 
Juſtice as well as Valour, and are under- 
taken becauſe Nations, differing in Coun- 
uy and Conſtitution, cannot have redreſs 
of Wrongs from a Tribunal of Juſtice. 
Let the — Sons of the Nazarenes, 
continued he, fly to Arms on every frivo- 
lous occaſion, and glut their Souls with 
Blood, Slaughter and Devaſtation, while 
Mr, the peaceful Children of the true Faith, 
compoſe our Differences by the Principles 
of ſtrictJuſtice. From theſe Hints, great Ma- 
dam, it may be collected, that the Founda- 
tion of all Juſtice is lay'd in our own Hearts, 
for to bridle and maſter our own unruly 
Affections, is to do Juſtice to ourſelves, 
and qualifies us for the like Office . 

others: 
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others: This I call. principal Juſtice, this 
is the moſt brilliant and refined Species of 
Juſtice, and has been the true Scope of all 
our antecedent Inquiries. Let us now look 
a little after communicative Juſtice, which 
is that we. ſhould give the reſt of Man- 
kind; this is of two Kinds, natural and 
political: Natural Juſtice is that diſinter- 
eſted Generoſity of Action with which we 
ſee every great and good Man carry him- 
ſelf towards the reſt of his Species without 
Diſtinction: Political Juſtice is that Rule 
by which all human Actions are examin'd ; 
this kind of Juſtice is not in every Reſpect 
founded in Nature, for we find it ſome- 
times countenance even Vice, occaſionally, 
in Caſes of Intereſt or Convenience : It is 
legal or equitable ; legal when the Juſtice 
or Injuſtice- of Men's Actions are examin- 
ed according to the. Letter of the Law; 
this Sentence 1s not always right, for tho” 
a Law may be enacted for the general Good, 
yet it may hurt the Individual in particular 
Circumſtances z notwithſtanding the Injuſ- 
tice of ſuch a Law, it cannot affect the In- 
tegrity of the Judge who pronounces Sen- 
tence according to it : The Law of Equity 
was contrived by Men to remedy the De- 
fects and Imperfections in the Laws of a 
Conſtitution, for the moſt univerſal Law 
cannot comprehend every particular Caſe ; 
| I'4 | the 
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the political Law is again ſubdivided into 
that of Rewards and Puniſhments, and that 
of Exchange ; the firſt is almoſt the pecu- 
liar Privilege of the ſupreme Judge, or 
Head of the People; the Rule for acting 
in this Caſe is unfix*d and uncertain : *Tis 
impoſſible for a Man of the greateſt Diſcern- 
ment to proportion tolerably the Reward 
or Puniſhment which ſhould be annexed to 
the Merit or Demerit of any Action, and is 
probably reſerved by the ſupreme Being 
as his own peculiar Right : The -Law of 
Exchange is one of the moſt uſeful to 
Society; it is by its Aſſiſtance that Men 
are furniſhed with the Conveniencies and 
Neceſſaries of Life; Juſtice is leſs to be 
illuded in this Diviſion than any of the 
former, for here ſhe is meaſured by arith- 
metical Proportions. From what I have 
advanced concerning this Duty, great 
Madam, it naturally follows, that all the 
Diviſions of this Virtue are compris'd 
in 3 and ſpecial Juſtice; the ge- 
neral contains Love, Fidelity, Truth, Be- 
neficence, Humanity, Liberality and Gra- 
titude; the ſpecial Duties, ſuch I mean as 
depend on particular Reaſons and expreſs 
Obligations, which concern ſome certain 
Perſons and Relations, and not others, as 
thoſe between Huſband and Wife, Parents 
and Children, Maſters and Servants, Prin- 
o 5 | ces 
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ces and Subjects, Magiſtrates and private 
Perſons, the great and the mean Man; the 
ſteady Practice of theſe Things are ſuffi- 
cient to intitle a Man to the noble Appel- 
lation of good; it is they that draw upon 
a Man the Love, Affection, Admiration 
and Confidence of the People ; thoſe Qua- 
lities enable Men to deſpiſe thoſe mean Pur- 
ſuits, which reflect Diſgrace upon others: 
Juſtice is therefore ſo neceſſary and deſira- 
ble, that even they who have thrown off 
every other Virtue affect to wear the Maſk 
of Juſtice. I ſhall illuſtrate, great Madam, 
ſays he, this Virtue under each particular 
Head in my ſubſequent Converſations : Thus 
finiſhed the wiſe Derviſe. I can't ſay 
but his Promiſe has kindled my Impatience, 
and I am as earneſt, I dare fay, to ſee him 
as thou art to hear from thy tender Mother, 


Conſtantinople the 10th 1 
Day of the 10th Moon. | 
SELIMA, 
CEE He AE: HE REAL WERE RE HEEL, HE he r Nene 
EET TRAM IVE: 
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F the Delineation of Juſtice found an 
acceptable Entertainment in the * 
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of my dear Child, how will it exult to read tl 
his Thoughts on Love: The wiſe Derviſe 7 
aſſerts it to be the faireſt and firſt- born of 7 
Juſtice, and defines it to be a pure, diſin- 8. 
tereſted Union and Communion of Souls: K 
It is this Principle that actuates and inlivens ye 
the univerſal Syſtem of Nature. It has to 
three Kinds of Origin, from Nature, from R 
Virtue, and from Intereſt : Natural Love 
is that univerſal Inclination among all Ani- 
mals for the Propagation and Preſervation 
of their Species: The virtuous Love is a a 
noble Paſſion, which reſides in the Souls : 
of good Men, from a Similitude of 
Thoughts, Inclinations and Manners : The 8e 
Love founded on Intereſt is leſs amiable 
than the other two, becauſe, ſupported 
by a mercenary Link, it ariſes from the 
mutual Advantages Men receive from each 
other ; ſometimes we find the Love of 
Nature, Virtue and Intereſt coincide, and 
frequently ſeparate ; but when Nature and 
Virtue meet together, they produce that 
Harmony which only can be conceived. 
Thy Slave, divine Jens, will illuſtrate 
the wonderful Effects of a Love founded 
in Nature and Virtue in the Story of Sa- 
 bi-Beg, Son of Muſtgpha *, Grand Vizier to 


* Grand Vitr? prime Miniſter, and principal 
Officer in the Grand Sigaior's Court. 


the 
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the immortal Soli man the magnificent. All 
the Embelliſhments of a fine Education, 
added to a moſt 
Sahi-Beg admired and eſteemed by all who 
knew him. The Virtues and Merit of this 
young Nobleman were not long unknown 
to the lovely Japbena, only Daughter to 
Ruſtin* Aga, of the Fanizaries |: Fame 2 

id 


Aga, in the Language of the Mogult, &c. fignifies 
a powerful Man, or a Lord and Commander. In 
this laſt Senſe the Term is alſo uſed among the Turk: : 
Thus the Aga of the Janixaries is their Colonel, 
- and the Capi-Aga, the Captain of the Gate of the 
Seraglio. 

Þ+ Tanizaries. As it is to this Body of Men that 
the Ottoman Empire particularly owes itz Grandeur, 
I believe it will not be diſagreeable here to give 
ſome Account of them. The Janixaries are the 
Guard, or Soldiers in the Turki/s Infantry. As in 
the Turki Army the European Troops are diſtin- 

guiſh'd into Janixaries of Conſtantinople, and of Da- 
maſcus, their Pay is from two Aſpers to twelve per 
Diem, for when they have a Child, or do any ſignal 


Piece of Service, their Pay is augmented. Their 


Dreſs conſiſts of Dolyman, or long Robe, with 
ſhort Sleeves, which is given them annually by the 
Grand Signior : On the firſt Day of Ramazan they 
wear no 'Turban, but in lieu of that a kind of Bon- 
net, which they call Zarcola, and a long Hood of 
the ſame kind of Stuff hanging on their Shoulders; 
on ſolemn Days they adorn them with Feathers, 
which they ſtick in a little Caſe in the fore Part of 
the Bonnet, Their Arms in Europe in. Time of War 
are a Sabre, a Carabine, or Muſquet, and a - 

; | touch- 


graceful Perſon, made 
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faid too much of Sahi-Beg not to inflame 
the Curioſity of [aphend'to ſee this young 
Man, and his Impatience was nothing in- 
ferior to hers, for Sabi-Beg had a favourite 
Eunuch, who had been bred up in the Se- 


raglio of Ruſtin, who was continually ex- 
tolling the Air, Shape and Merit of the 


charming 1/aphena : Opportunity was not 
long wanting to — 4 our two young 
Lovers, for by the Aſſiſtance of the Eu- 
nuch an Interview was ſoon brought about 


touch · box hanging on the Left Side. At Conflauti- 
nople, in Time of Peace, they wear only a Staff in 
their Hand. In Aa, where Powder and Fire-Arms 
are more uncommon, they wear a Bow and Arrows, 
with a Poniard, which they call Baniare. The Ja- 
nixaries were heretofore a Body formidable, even 
to their Matters the Grand Signiors: Oſman they 
firſt ſtripped of his Empire, and afterwards of his 
Life; and Sultan 1braham they depoſed, and at laſt 
ſtrangled him in the Caſtle of the Seven Towers: 
But they are now much leſs conſiderable, their Num- 
ber is not fix'd: The Fanizaires are Children of 
Tribute, raiſed by the Tris on the Chriſtians, and bred 

up to the military Life; they are taken at the Age of 
twelve Vears, to the End that, forgetting their Country 
and their Religion, they may know no other Parent 
but the Sultan: However, generally ſpeaking, they 
are not now a- days raiſed by Way of Tribute, for the 
Carach, or Tax, which the Turks impoſe on- the Chi- 
tilians for allowing them the Liberty of their Religion, 
is now paid in Money, exccpting in ſome Places, 

. where Money being ſcarce the People are unable to 
Pay in Specie. as in Miagrelia, and other Provinces 

. near, the Black Sea. in 


-- 
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in one of the Gardens of the Seraglio : 
When Sabi-Beg firſt ſaw his [/aphena he 
gaz'd with Admiration, but when he heard 
her ſpeak he was loſt in Tranſports ; for 
good Senſe and Humanity had conſpired 
to improve her Mind as if aſhamed to be 
outdone by her natural Perfections, and 
the fair /aphena felt the tendereſt Immo- 
tions for her Sabi-Beg, and reflected on 
Rumour, which had done ſo little Juſtice 
to his Merit. With Hearts and Affections 
ſo diſpoſed, your ſublime Highneſs will 
readily conceive, that they ſaw, lik'd and 
lov'd in the fame Hour; but hear the Dif- 
ficulty which embarraſſed our young Lo- 
vers, the Vizir Muſtapha had conceived an 
unſurmountable Averſion againſt the Aga, 
which removed every Proſpect of their 
Marriage out of Sight. It 1s ſtrange that 
Hearts fo like ſhould deſcend from Souls 
ſo oppoſite; notwithſtanding, through the 
Secrecy and Fidelity of the honeſt Eu- 
nuch, they found Means to ſee each other 
almoſt every Night. Fit 

The ſincereſt Vows, and ſolemneſt Pro- 
teſtations of perpetual Affection, perſuad- 
ed the beautiful T/aphena to look upon 
herſelf no longer as the Miſtreſs, but the 
Wife of Sabi-Beg, and his Heart felt no 
other Repoſe than. what it drew from the 
Conſtancy and Fidelity of his dear Haphena: 
Thus 
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Thus loving and belov'd, Sabi- Beg was con- 
tent with Jſaphena, and ſhe no leſs happy with 
him; thus unrivaPd and undiſturb'd the 
liv'd for upwards of four Years ; at len 
the Blood of Otoman glow'd with Indigna- 
tion in the Veins of Soliman, to ſee a few 
Chriſtian Dogs bid him Defiance in the 
_— of his very Capitol: Then liv'd at 

ades a religious Sect of Chriſtians, call'd 
Knights of St. John, under the Conduct of 
Valerius Lilidamus; theſe Men wholly de- 
vote themſelves to the Service of their Re- 
ligion, and vow a perpetual Animoſity to 
the Enemies of their Croſs : Thus was 
Rhoges circumſtanced, when Soliman com- 
manded his Vizir Muſtapha to go with a 
mighty Force againſt this Place, which the 
firſt Lear proved ineffectual, through the 
reſolute Defence made by theſe Deſpera- 
does; Saliman, impatient at the Affront 
put upon his Arms, ordered all the young 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to attend him in 
the Expedition which he deſigned to make 
againſt Rhodes in Perſon; this was a fatal 
Blow to the Repoſe of theſe Lovers, Ho- 
nour and Allegiance commanded Sabi-Beg 
abroad, but his Love and Affection would 
not ſuffer him to think of going; ſome- 
times he reſolv*d to counterfeit Indiſpoſition, 
and again ſecretly to withdraw himſelf, with 
his dear Iſapbena, and lead the reſt of his Life 


In 
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in an humble, undiſturbed Obſcurity, but 

the Ambition of his Father had put a Bar ta 

this Reſolution, for he had procured Sabi- 
Beg a conſiderable Imployment in the Ser- 
vice which required his perſonal Attend- 
ance, he therefore reſolv*'d as well as he 
could to give up his Peace a Sacrifice to 
his Honour : Sad was the Parting of theſe 
two, how could Sahi-Beg propoſe to fight 
who had left his Heart behind him ? and who 
could have hurt him had they known 
what a Heart he had brought in Exchange? 
Poor 1/aphena was robbed of all her Peace, 
tor with her Sahi-Bcg went all her Quiet; 
this was not all, a little Time inform'g, her 
that ſhe had ſomething elſe to be concern'd 
at, for a few Months muſt diſcover at once 
her Love and Shame; ſhe was ſenſible that 
her Father's. Reſentment would fall heavier 
upon her than' the very Abſence of her 
Sabi-Beg if poſſible, but where could a 
defenceleſs Woman, - wholly a Stranger in 
the World, go? her Sahi-Beg was abroad, 
and ſhe knew no other Sanctuary to fly to 
than his Arms; her Fear and Love alter- 
nately tyrannized through her Soul; the 
one bidding her abandon her Father's 
Houſe, and the other attracting her with 
a violent Impulſe towards Sabi-Beg: She 
reſolves at laſt to diſguiſe herſelf, and ſe- 
cretly leave her Father's Houſe. As the 
77 Deter- 
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Determinations of the young are ever pre- 
cipitate, ſo her inconſiderate Scheme was 
that very Night carried into Execution 
_ Tſaphena little knew what ſhe was a- 

ut, ſhe = leaves the peaceful Retire- 
ment or a Seraglio to launch into a World 
of Perils and Deceit ; a few Jewels, and 
one of her Women were all ſhe brought 
away with. her: By the Advice of her Wo- 
man ſhe firſt went to the Houſe of a poor 
Chriſtian Fiſherman, with whom Ro/a was 
acquainted, .for that was the Name of her 
Woman, as well to lye hid *till the Hurry 
of the Search was over, as to be aſſiſted in 


procuring a Ship to carry them to Rhodes: 


The old Man diſcharg'd his Truſt ſo well, 
that in a few Days he provided them a Paſ- 
ſage in aVeſſel bound to Rhodes with Provi- 
fion for the Camp, but recommended, that 
for the more effectual concealing of Ja- 
Phena, they ſhould be both habited like 
young Gentlemen, whom Glory or Curi- 
oſity were carrying to the Army. In this 
Diſguiſe our young Adventurer got ſafe 
on board; but ſcarce had ſhe loſt Sight of 
Land *rill ſhe loſt for ever the Proſpect of 
ſeeing her dear Sahi-Beg, for they ſaw 
bearing down upon them an armed Galley 
of the Venetians; the Captain did all a 
ſkilful Seaman could to avoid ſuch imminent 


Danger, but it was to no Purpoſe, as the 
Galley 
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Galley made more Sail, —. 
le of making any 


and their Bark was incap 
Reſiſtance : Thus Iſapbena, who but a few 
Minutes ſince thought herſelf happy in being 
freed from her Father's Severity, and the 
Proſpect of ſeeing her Huſband, now finds 
herſelf a poor, diſtreſſed Yenetian Slave, 
expoſed to Dangers and Difficulties, which 
ſhe had only heard or read of before. The 
Captain treated all his Priſoners with great 
Humanity, and compaſſionated particular- 
ly the Youth, and Misfortune of Ruſtin, 
fer that was the Name ſhe took; he told 
her that he conceived an Affection for her, 
and that if it was not her own Fault ſhe 
might convert this Misfortune into a Bleſ- 
ſing. I am a ſingle Man, continued he, 
and am now old and infirm, and have 
need 2 ſome one to 5 — 5 in 2 mana- 
ging of my Affairs, and J dare our 
plows will not give that bonell Face 
the Lye, I will take you to my Houſe 
and treat you as my Child: This Addreſs 
of the Captain's, and his Profeſſions of 
Friendſhip had but ſmall Influence upon 
the poor afflifted Lady; however, the 
Captain's perſevering all the reſt of the 
Voyage in Expreſſions and Actions of 
the moſt cordial Friendſhip towards her 
and her Companion, Gratitude obliged 
her to acknowledge reſpectfully the Kind- 
Val. I. | K - —_ 
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neſs of her generous Benefactor; but her 
dear Sabi-Beg was ſtill uppermoſt in all 
her Thoughts, and frequently threw her 

into ſuch Melancholies, that her faith- 
ful Roſa was apprehenſive of the Con- 
ſequences. By this Time they had arrived 
at Venice, where the worthy Venetian ex- 
ceeded all that could be hop'd for by theſe 
unhappy Captives: ſome few, Days after 
their coming, the generous Venetian took 
Tſaphena apart, and in the moſt affectionate 
Terms addreſſed her; My dear Ruſty, 
ſays he, I told you that my Heart con- 
ceived the tendereſt Affection for you, the 
cloſe Reſemblance you bear to mine only 
Son, who is loſt, and whom I muſt mourn 
for ever, was the Foundation of my Kind- 
neſs; at this a Flood of Tears ſtreamed 
from his Eyes, which for a while interrupt- 
ed his Diſcourſe : Poor 1/aphera, whoſe 
Heart was as generous as it was diſtreſſed, 
ſympathized in the Concern of her Friend, 
which he obſerving, embrac'd her, and 
d, thou art all my Son, and from hence- 
forth I ſhall regard thee as ſuch ; beſide, 
I am a true Muſſulman as thou art, but 
am obliged to conceal my Principles among 
theſe Infidels : 1/aphena thank'd him, and 
confeſs'd the higheſt Senſe of his Bounty, 
but her Heart ſtill languiſhed for her She. 


Beg, and had no other Conſolation = 
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talking whole Nights of him to Ro/a, who 


was permitted to attend her. At length the 


Fatigues which ſhe had undergone, toge- 
ther with the weak State to which ſhe was 


reduced by her continual Sorrow, threw 
her into a languiſhing Fever, in which ſhe 
loſt not only the Earneſt of het Sabi-Beg's 
Affection, but was well near taking het 


off; however, through the Induſtry and 


Secrecy of her Woman the Matter was 
wholly concealed from her generous Friend, 
who {ered nothing to be wanting that 
could be expected from fo generous a Pa- 
tron. In ſome Time; through the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Phyſicians, and the Tenderneſs 
of her Woman and generous Friend; ſhe 
recovered fo well as to be able to go abroad. 
She now addreſſed herſelf to the regulating 
and conducting the Affairs of her Benefac- 
tor, though ſhe was wholly a Stranger to 
Buſineſs of this kind; yet, through the 
Strength of a happy Genius, and invinci- 
ble Diligence, ſhe diſcharg'd herſelf ſo well 
that the old Gentleman entirely gave him- 
ſelf and his Affairs to her Management. 
Thus ſhe lived near two Years, where we 
ſhall leave her to confider what happened 
to Sabi- Beg. When the Affairs of Khodes 
had ſubmitted to the Fortunes of the in- 
vincible Sch man, Sabi-Beg, who bore no 
inglorious Share in this Siege, returns 
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heme, pleaſing himſelf with the Joy of 
ſeeing his dear Japbena, and entertaining 
her with the Account. of his Adventures, 
but he little knew the bitter Potion that 
was reſerved for him; ſuch was his Eager- 
neſs to hear from his Beloved, that before 
he went home, after he came aſhore, he de- 
tach'd his Eunuch to enquire for her; but 
what was his Diftraction! what were his A- 
gonies ! when the Eunuch return d with the 
Account that Japhena had ſecretly left her 


Father's Houſe near two Years before, and * 


was never heard of ſince. The Relation had 
ſuch an Effect upon him, that all the Man 
inſtantly forſook him, and for many Days 
he only lived by Intervals ; at laſt, his 
Grief kindling into a kind of Diſtraction, 
he inconſiderately reſolves to quit the City, 
and go in Search of her; the next Day he 
ſets out privately, with Chance only for 
his Guide: After he had ſpent manyMonths 
in fruitleſs Enquiry he reſolves to return 
home, and for ever abandon himſelf to 
Deſpair ; but the City ſoon grew intolera- 
ble, for what Place can be acceptable to a 
Man who is diſagreeable to himſelf ? every 
Object here revives the Memory of his loſt 
Japbena; his Father obſerving the Melan- 
choly and Dejection which perpetually ho- 
ver d over him, imagin'd that Buſineſs 
and Employment might divert him ; 
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dn this Account he gets conferred on 
him the Dignity of Baſhaw of Joppa in 
Paleſtine: Sahi-Beg was eaſily perſuaded to 
accept of this Office, as it is no hard Mat- 
ter to influence any Body to whom Life is 
indifferent; accordingly when he came to 
his Government ks b his Office with 

uiring into the Abuſes which the People 
had ſuffered under his Predeceſſors ; every 
Thing was in ſo bad a Way, particularly 
among the mercantile People, that he 
found himſelf under a Neceſſity of going 
into the Markets every Day to examine 
into the Corruption of the Traders. To - 
return to Japbena; it was now about two 
Years ſince her coming to Venice, and the 
Memory of her Sabi-Beg was as dear to her 
as the Hour he left her, and to add to her 
Misfortune, about this Time her generous 
Benefactor was ſeized with an acute Diſ- 
temper, which in a few Days carried him 
off: Some Hours before his Departure he 
calPd Jſapbena, and ſays, with a lapguiſh- 
ing Tone, my dear Ruſtin, I find that in 
a very little while I ſhall be received into 
the Arms of our great Prophet; I leave 
you Maſter of a plentiful Fortune, and 
thank Heaven for enabling me to reward 
ſo much Virtue and Innocence: At this his 
Voice fail'd him, and in ſome Hours after 
he expired, If any Thing could increaſe 
4 the 
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the Affliction of this poor Lady, this Event 
would ; Gratitude would have obliged any 


Perſon of leſs Humanity than her to lament 


the Death of ſo generous a Friend, After 
his Obſequies were performed, with a De- 


cency ſuitable to his Character, ſhe applies 


herſelf to examine into his Effects, and 
finds herſelf now poſſeſs'd of a Fortune ſui- 

table to her Quality. She now began to 
entertain Hopes of again ſeeing her Sabi- 
Beg, and for this Purpoſe converts her Ef- 
fects to Caſh, great Part of which ſhe de- 
poſited in the Bank, and with the reſt ſhe 
| — Merchandiſe proper for the Levant 

Trade, reſolving berſclf and Companion 
ſhould go aboard as Merchants, and tra- 
vel to Conſtantinople from the firſt Port they 
touch'd at in the Turkiþ Dominions, and 
give herſelf up, without Reſerve, to-the 
Arms of her beloved Sabi-Beg; but little 
did ſhe know that he had baniſhed himſelf 
to a remote Corner of Ala, to languiſh pri- 
vately for her; accordingly ſhe agrees with 
a Merchant trading to Levant, and 
goes aboard again, big with the Expec- 
tation of meeting with her Sahi-Beg ; they 
ſteer'd many Days with a favourable Wind, 
and one Morning diſcoyered making to- 


wards them a Sail, which proved to be 
Orgoglio the Pirate, who inſtantly boarded 
them, and put them all in Chains: TW 
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Accident would have kill'd any Body elſe but 
Japbena, whom alternate Misfortunes and 
Succeſſes had 8 Patience; every Thing 
they had was taken from them, and T1/a- 
pbena had hardly left her ſo much Cloaths 
as aſſiſted her to conceal her Sex; the Con- 
ſideration of her having left Money enough 
behind to purchaſe her Liberty, was ſome 
Conſolation to this poor Lady; but the 
Reflections of not ſeeing her Sabi-Beg as 
ſoon as ſhe flattered elf were intolera- 
ble; in the mean Time Orgoglio had no 
other Concern for the Miſeries he had 
brought upon theſe wretched People but 
how to conduct them ſafely to Joppa, where 
he imagined the corrupted Baſha ſtill refi- 
ded. I obſerved before, that Sabi-Beg went 
every Day into the Market-place to diſtri- 
bute Juſtice, and it was cuſtomary. with 
him to order the Slaves which were for 
Sale to paſs in Review before him, and to 
examine their Names, Places of Birth, Fa- 
milies and Condition: Orgog/is found him- 
ſelf under a Neceſſity of complying with 
the ſevere Commands of the Baſha, ſo ac- 
cordingly he brought his Captives to the 
Market-place; when the Names were read 
over, that of Ruſtin catch'd his Ear, as it 
was that which his dear Jſapbena's Father 
bore, and immediately cal'd for that Per- 
ſon, in whom, as ſhe came towards him, 
| + he 
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he thought he diſcovered ſome faint Re- 
ſemblance of by rr But —— 
K* Misf ortunes * » 2ppeas Wit 
' down-caft Eyes, inſenſible that the deareſt 
Object that all the Earth could preſent was 
then before her : The firſt Words he ſpake 
had ſuch an Effect upon poor [/aphene that 
ſhe look'd up, and unable to bear the ſud- 
den Tranſport ſhe inſtantly fainted ; the 
Baſha ran to lift her UP, forgetting his 
Character on Account of the Likeneſs ſhe 
had to his Japbena. She coming a little to 
herſelf, and finding herſelf in his Arms, ſays, 
it is my Sabi-Beg; that Voice had too many 
Charms, and was too often reflected on, to 
be then forgotten; the firſt Accent awak'd 
his Soul, and call'd up all the Lover in eve- 
ry Vein: Such are the extravagant Effects 


of Paſſion, that neither the. Time, Place, 


nor Character of theſe Lovers could pre- 
vent their embracing each other : In ſhort, 
Sabi-Beg conducts home with all the 
Rapture and Curioſity of a Lover; and 
the People, to whom ſuch an Event could 
not-be long unknown, follow'd with loud 
Acclamations, and in ſome little Time 


Madam, you ſee the Power and Influence 
which this Kind of Love has even over the 
human Species. Thus ended my Derviſe. 
My dear Child, this Narrative 2 
„ 3 . 


after he publickly married her. Thus, great 
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the Loves of Iſaphena and Sahi-Beg may 
convince you how dangerous and deſtruc- 
tive that Paſſion is to the human Species, 
if not ſubdued by Reaſon, and governed 
by Virtue. Farewel. ee 


Conſtantinople the 15th Day of 
the 10th Moon. - 
POS -— - 


Knights of St. John, This military Order, which 
has made ſo conſiderable a Figure in Hiſtory, has 
had ſeveral Names, viz. Heſpitalers and Templars, 
Knights of Rhodes, Knights of Malta, Order of Mal- 
ta, &c. I bekeve,*as our Derviſe was wholly ig 
norant of the Reputation which theſe Knights had 
through the Chriſtian World, it will not be amiſs 
to give ſome Account of- them here, About the 
Year 1048 ſome Neapolitan Merchants founded a 
Church after the Latin Rite, at Feruſalem, givin 
it the Name of Santa Maria della Latina. They alſo 
founded a Monaſtry of Religious, after the Order of 
St. Bennet, for the Reception of Pilgrims z and af- 
terward an Hoſpital, near the Monaſtry, to take 
Care of the deceaſed, under the Direction of a Maſ- 
ter or Rector, to be nominated by the Abbot of 
Santa Maria della Latina: Beſides which, they alſo 
built a Chapel in Honour of St. John Baptiſl. In 
1099 Godfry of Bullen having taken Jeruſalem, en- 
dowed this Hoſpital with fome Demeſns he had in 
France, and others imitating his Liberality, . the 
Revenues of the Hoſpitals became conſiderably aug- 
mented : Upon this Gerard Torn, their Rector, in 
Concert with the Hoſpitalers, reſolved to ſeparate 
from the Abbot and Religious of St. Maria, and to 
form a diſtinct Tongs ation, under the Name and 
Dire&ion of St. Fon Laue and hence it was _ 
ey 
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they had the Name of Hoſpitalers, or Brothers of 
St. John of Jeruſalem, Pope Paſchal the Second, 
by a Bull in the Year 1113, confirm'd the Donati- 
ons made to this Hoſpital, which he ſettled under 
the Protection of the holy See, ordering that the 
ReQors, after Gerard's Death, ſhould be choſen by 
the Hoſpitalers. Raymoud de Puy, Gerard's Succeſſor, 
took the Title of Maſter ; he gave a Rule to the 
Hoſpitalers, which was approved by Calliætus the 
Second, in 1120. 

Such was the firſt Riſe of the Order of Malta : 
Now their firſt grand Maſter finding the Revenues 
of the Hoſpital vaſtly exceeded what was neceſſary 
for the Entertainment of poor Pilgrims, and diſeas'd 
Perſons, reſolved to employ the Surplus againſt the 
Infidels ; and with this View offered himſelf to the 
King of Feru/alem. He divided his Hoſpitalers into 
three Claſſes ; the firſt conſiſted of Nobles, whom 
he deſtin'd to the Profeſſion of Arms, for the De- 
fence of the Faith, and the Protection of Pilgrims ; 
the ſecond conſiſted of Prieſts or Chaplains, who 
were to perſorm the Office ; and the third of Ser. 
vitors, who were not noble, but were alio appointed 
for the War. He alſo regulated the Manner of ad- 
mitting Knights Brothers, and had the whole con- 
firm'd by Pope Innocent, who gave them for Arms 
a white Croſs in a Field argent, which continues 
ſtill the Standard of this Order. After the Loſs of 
Feruſalem they retir'd firſt to Margat, then to Acrie, 
which they defended very vigorouſly in 1290 : After 
the entire Loſs of the holy Land they withdrew to Cy- 
prus, where King Henry, of Lufignar, whom they had 
followed thither, gave them the City of Limmiſon. 
Here they continued 18 Years, when taking the 
Iſland of Rhodes from he Sarazens in 1308, they 
ſettled there; and now it was that they firſt took 
the Name of Knights, viz. Knights of Rhodes. An- 
dronicus, Emperor of Conftantinople, granted to oy 
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Grand Maſter, Folque de Valloret, the Inveſtiture of 
this Order, and the Donation was confirm'd 
Pope Clement. The Year following, with the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Amadeus, the fourth Duke of Savoy, they 
defended themſelves and their Ifland againit ar Army 
of Sarazens, In 1480 their Grand er 4" Aubuſ- 
ſan made a vigorous Defence againſt Mahomet the 
ſecond, and preſerved the Ifland in Spite of a for- 
midable Army which beſieged it for the Space of 
three Months; but in 1522 it was attack'd by Soli- 
man, with an Army of 300,000 Men, and taken by 
him, after having been in the Poſſeffion of the 
Knights 213 Years. After this Loſs, the Grand Maſ- 
ter and Knights retired firſt into the Iſle of Candia ; 
ſome Time after Pope Clement the ſeventh gave them 
Viterbo ; laſtly Charles the fifth, in 1580, gave them 
the Iſland of Malta, which they ftill hold, and they 
are now known by the Appellation of Knights of 
Malta, though their proper Name is that of Knights 


of the Order of St. Jobn of Jernſalem. 


LITE 
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Y dear J/abella, the pious Derviſe 

continued his Diſcourſe on Love as 
follows: Friendſhip, or ſocial Love is old- 
er than Time; it takes its Date before the 


Creation, before the mighty Fabrick of 


the Univerſe was ſpoke into Exiſtence : 


It has its Source in the inmoſt Receſſes of 


Eter- 
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Frernity, and we muſt trace its Spring in 
the Boſom of the Eternal Mind. Social 
Love is the darling Attribute of the divine 
Creator; it's that Pleaſure he takes in giv- 
ing Exiſtence to Myriads of Beings, the 
SatisfaCtion reſulting from the Contempla- 
tion of his Works of Creation : This At- 
fection, boundleſs as the infinite Source 
from whence it ſprings, pronounced the 
mighty Fiat, which gave Birth to Time, 
and from pregnant Nothing produced ſen- 
ſible Matter and real Exiſtence. 

| Gon, when he form'd the Spheres, and 
ſtationed the heavenly Luminaries to their 
diſtinct Orbs, ſtamp'd them with this di- 
vine Affection, => inclines them to 
each other, and preſerves the glorious Har- 
mony z to this we may aſcribe the Adhe- 
ſion and Gravity of Bodies, their attract- 
ing Powers and n Forces, with all 
the various Affections of inani mate Mat- 
ter: It's the primary Law of Motion, im- 
preſſed by the divine Being upon the ſeve- 


ral Parts of this ſtupendious Fabrick, with- 


out which all Nature would tumble into 
Confuſion, and mix into its original 
Chaos. | 

This Affection diſcovers itſelf acting 
with greater Force upon the animate Cre- 
ation; it is this that joins the ſeveral Spe- 
cies of living Things in ſocial Herds im 
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Fowls of the Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea, 
and all the Brute Creation acknowledge the 
Force of Friendſhip, and breath out ſocial 
Love in each diſtinct Species; this quiets 
the ſavage Nature of the wild Boar, and 
forces the hungry Lion to meet his Kind 
in Peace, while he ſatiates his Hunger up- 
on every Thing elſe that is not of Kin to 
his Species; this teaches the fierce Tiger 
to provide for its young, and the Eagle 
to hunt for Prey to preſerve its Offspring. 

But in Man, whom the Creator faſhion- 
ed in his own Im and endowed with 
a larger Share of "Tis divine Emanation, 
ſocial Love appears with radiant Luſtre ; 
in him it firſt diſplays itſelf in that Aﬀec- 
tion, which we have to our Species, and the 
Deſire of perpetuating the Race : The Fa- 
ther burns whe F riendſhip for his Offspring 
to many Generations, and they rebound 
the all-raviſhing Fire to him and to each 
other. 

In Man this ſocial Affection compre- 
hends all other Virtues, and finds Exerciſe 
tor all the Affections of the Soul; and the 
Pleaſure reſulting from it is ſo ecſtatick, 
thar Mankind found themſelves under a 
Neceſſity to multiply the Objects, in order 
to increaſe the mightyBleſling: They found 
thoſe Friendſhips which took their Riſe 
from Affinity of Blood and Kindred i ”» a 
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few Years became diſtant, and theſe Springs 
were abſorb'd in the great Abyſs of Time 
and diſtant Relation ; therefore they ſub- 
ſtiruted ſeveral other Circumſtances in the 
Place of theſe, to furniſh Fuel to this friend- 
ly Fire. " : 
Every Relation which gave them Inter- 
eſt in one another, every Circumſtance in 
which ſeveral Men agreed, became a Bond 
of Friendſhip and a Pledge of Union. 
Thus Men of the fame Nation, the ſame 
Country, the ſame Language, or the ſame 
Complexion, join'd-in mutual Friendſhips, 
and exerciſed the ſocial Virtues from theſe 
imaginary Relations ; but where Intereſt, 
Gain, Honour, and mutual Protection 8 
united one People, Friendſhip grew up a- 
mong them, and ſeal'd the ſocial Union 1 7 
without any Poſſibility of a Diſſolution. 
This is the Riſe of the Love of our Coun- ©} 
try. that glorious Spirit that warms the 
Patriot's Breaſt, teaches him to face Death 
and Danger with Intrepidity, and renounce * 
the Gratification of every other Paſſion and | 
Appetite, for the'Soul-raviſhing Pleaſure of | ©? 


protecting his Country from Injury, or At 
dying bravely in its Defence. | 5 

Amongſt Mankind, tho' the Spring and - : 
ji, gp of this Affection is innate and co- f 
eval with his Being, yet the heavenly I} j** 


Spark is often ſtifled with other Paſſions, and but 


In 
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in general diſcovers itſelf but by their In- 
fluence, and partakes ſo much of this Taint, 


that it's ſcarce poſſible to ſeparate them; 


with them it's firſt and moſt general Ob- 
ject is a Sympathy of Nature, and a 
ral Likeneſs to itſelf ; this begets the 
of the Species, and that ſocial Affection 
one Man feels within himſelf towards all 
Mankind; his Appetite join'd to this be- 
gets in him a natural Deſire to ſome indi- 
vidual Female, and the Renewal of him- 
ſelf in his Offspring inſpires him with the 
Friendſhip he expreſſes for his Offspring 
and Kindred: The Want, the Neceſſity 
he finds for the Protection of the Publick 
creates in hint that Eſteem he profeſſes for 
the Society under which he lives; and the 
mutual Dependance every ſubordinate Aſ- 
ſociation of Mien of different Ranks have 
upon each other, ties the Knot of Friend- 
ſhip among the different Members, and 
theſe upon the whole. 

But the moſt general Bond of Friend- 
ſhip among the Sons of Men is founded 
upon or blended with their Intereſt ; where- 
ever Gain is in View, there a Species of this 
Affection exiſts, without the Aid of any o- 
ther Circumſtance; when the Intereſt pur- 
ſued happens to be virtuous, the Friendſhip 
reſulting from it is of Benefit to Society; 
but when Gain is only deſir'd, without Regard 

| to 
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to the eternal Laws of Juſtice, the Union 
is pernicious, and ſpreads Injuſtice, Ra- 
pine and Oppreſſion wherever it prevails. 
It is this kind of Friendſhip that ſubſiſts 

among Robbers and Pirates; is the Pledge 
of Union, and Foundation of the Leagues 
between wicked . and ambitious Princes, 
who make War upon the Innocent and De- 
fenceleſs, and 22 up their weak Neigh - 
bours to gratify their Avarice and Ambi- 
tion. The greateſt Villains are capable of 
entertaining this kind of Friendſhip for one 
another, but this Union is not permanent, 
it depends only upon ſordid Gain; while 
that ſubſiſts Truth and Friendſhip may be 
obſerved ; but let that ceaſe, or Jet greater 
Gain ariſe from Breach of Faith, their Fi- 
delity and {worn Affection vaniſhes, and 
Teaves no Traces in their Breaſt of Remorſe 
or Compaſſion for their Fellows whom they 
have betrayed. | 

Pure Friendſhip is without any Allay of 
any other Paſſion ; it takes its Riſe from a 
Sympathy of Souls, and is ſupported on- 
ly by the Pleaſure reſulting to ourſelves in 
the Society of, and conferring Benefits up- 
on, the Object. 

Appetite, Intereſt, or Ambition muſt nei- 
ther beget nor cheriſn this noble Friend- 
ſhip, and it's ſcarce poſſible for a Breaſt poſ- 
ſeſſed with theſe headſtrong — to 
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leave Room for the tender delicate Effects 
of diſintereſted ſocial Love. Where this 
pure Flame has been kindled, it is a8 dura- 
ble as our Beings ; it took Birth with our 
Nature, and can be extinguiſhed only in 
Eternity. Two Friends thus united, are 
animated with one Soul, acting through dit- 
ferent Organs. Intereſt they have none, 
all ſublunary Things are indifferent to them, 
and neither can add to, or diminiſh, 
the mighty Flame. Their Pleaſure, their 
Happineſs, their Exiſtence in a Manner 
depend upon their mutual Society, and 
conferring Benefits upon one another; and 
their only Conteſt is, which fhall be ſo hap- 
py as to contribute moſt to the other's 
Pleaſure. ky at, 
The Generality of Mankind are incapa- 
ble of this pure Flame, their Minds are 
buried in Paſſion and Appetite, they 
have no Reliſh for the enthuſiaſtick Plea- 
fure; it's too refin*d for their groſs Ap- 
prehenſion, which can conceive nothing 
but by the dull Interpoſition of the Senſes : 
But all Mankind confeſs it in ſome Degree, 
and are loſt in Admiration when they diſ- 
cover it in its native divine Purity. The 
Chriſtian Se&, the Followers of the Pro- 
phet IEsus, the Son of Mary, are fo ra- 
viſhed with this Paſſion, that they have 
made 1t a principal Foundation of their 
Vol. I. L Doc- 


©. 
Doctrine: They fancy to themſelves, that 
their Prophet was ſo much infpired by this 
divine Friendſhip, and enjoy'd it in ſuch 
Extent and Purity, that he died out of 
Friendſhip to his Followers, and laid down 
his Lifeto 4 them Immortality. Nay 
they ſay, he not only died for his Friends, 
but even for his Enemies, and for Mil- 
lions unborn, who had not heard of his 
Name: This, if true, was Friendſhip 
in Abſtract, and wants a Parallel in hu- 
man Record. Tet' it's Poſſible; for as that 
great Prophet was the Favourite of Hea- 
ven, and ſent down to convert Mankind, 
by Precept and Example, the great Crea- 
tor might enable him to finiſh his Miſſion 
by the higheſt Inſtance of Love which hu- 
man Nature is capable of; that the World 
might have no Excuſe to continue in Sin 
and Error, when our great Prophet came, 
who had in Commiſſion to compel ſuch as 


had not liſten'd to the meek and ſocial W 


Doctrines of the Son of Mary, to embrace 
the Muſſulman Truth, with Fire and Sword. 
There are many and various Inſtances 


in Hiſtory of the prodigious Force of this 


divine Affection between Men of ſimilar 
Diſpoſitions, where its Effects have carrie 
them almoſt beyond the Bounds of Nature 
and ally'd them in ſome Meaſure to the 
Divinity; but of all thoſe recorded in Sto 


Ty 
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ry, none affects me ſo much as the Friend- 
ſhip which manifeſted itſelf between Oſinin 
and Omer, two faithful Muſſulmen of the 
City of Alcxandria: They were both of 
one Age, and in pretty much the ſame Si- 
tuation and Circumſtances z they were Mer- 
chants by Profeſſion, and were known in 
the City by the Name of the Two Friends: 
This Friendſhip commenced betwixt them 
at School, and in that early Stage of Life 
they gave Proof of a Steadineſs of Affec- 
tion for each other, which Men of adult 
Age could not boaſt of ; they were Com- 
panions in Study and Diverſions, and made 
the ſame Progreſs in their Exerciſes : Their 
Genius ſeem'd equal, and their Inclinati- 
ons ſo much ſimilar, they appeared to be 
animated by the ſame Soul: Their Friend- 
ſhip grew up with their Years, and en- 
creaſed in Strength as they increaſed ; both 
their Fathers died much about the ſame 
Time, and left them in eaſy, though 
not affluent Circumſtances, they entered 
into Co-partnerſhip in Trade, and made 
ſeveral Voyages together to the Coaſt of 
Barbary, and the Iſlands in the Archipelago, 
and in a few Years made large Additions 
to their common Fortune; they then pro- 
poſed to marry, and took to Wife two Siſ- 
ters, ſo that this domeſtick Alliance, in- 
ſtead of dividing their Affection, became 

L 2 a ſtronger 


( 148 ) 

a ſtronger Bond of Union : In this happy 
State they continued for ſome Years the 
Envy of the Malicious, and the Pattern of 
the Wiſe of the City of Alexandria, when 
Oſmin's Wife died. This was the firſt Shock 
of Fortune either of them felt ; but ſuch 
was the Force of the amiable Affection, 
that they became Sharers in each other's 
Grief, and leſſened the common Burthen by 
dividing i it. Omer comforted O/min as much 
as poſſible, and it was only in the Power 
of ſuch a Friend to find Language proper 
to give Eaſe to a Mind ſo ſenſibly touch'd 
with the Loſs of a much-lov'd Wife as 
Oſmin's was: In Proceſs of Time Oſmin's 
Melancholy began to abate, and to com- 
plete the Cure the two Friends reſolved 
to take a Journey to Moaco, partly to ſet- 
tle ſome Affairs with their Agent in that 
City, but more to remove Oſmin from 
thoſe Objects which were apt to renew in 
him the tender Remembrance of his de- 
ceaſed Wife. 

They left their Affairs and Effects i in the 
Hands of a Servant, in whom they appre- 
hended they might confide, and ſet out 
togethor, in Hopes to return within the 
Year. When they arriv'd at Moacco, they 
lodged at the Houſe of their Agent, and in 
a few Weeks ſettled their Affairs, and then 


wadulged themſelves in all the innocent A- 
| muſe- 
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muſements of the Place: And in order to 
make themſelves more acquainted with the 
general Rules of Commerce, they courted. 
the Acquaintance of all the Franks of Note, 
which Trade had invited to that famous 
Mart. They were intimate with thoſe 
of greateſt Conſideration among them, 
and their modeſt Deportment, and affable 
Behaviour procured them the Eſteem of 
them all; but at one of thoſe Entertain- 
ments which the Franks gave to the Turk- 
;/þ Merchants, it happened that a Quarrel 
enſued between Omer and one of them 
when Oſinin was abſent: The Company 
preſent prevented any Miſchief at that 
Time, but the Frank, according to the 
Cuſtom of his Country, whiſpered Omer 
to meet him next Day without the City: 
Omer had too much Nobleneſs of Soul to 
refuſe the Challenge, and parted pretty 
early from the Company in order to be a- 
ble to come to his Appointment; but in 
coming home unhappily tumbled down in 
the Street and diſlocated one of his Arms; 
he came home full of Pain, and in the 
greateſt Agitation of Mind. His dear 
Friend felt as much as he, but was yet 
ignorant of the real Cauſe of Omer's Cha- 
grin, which proceeded more from the Ne- 
oor | he was under of diſappointing the 


Frank than from the Anguiſh of his Fall; 
| L. how- 
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however, he ſoon found Means to perſuade 
his Friend. to let him into the whole Se- 
cret, and when he had heard it chearfully | 
offered to meet the Frank, in his Place ; 


but this Omer could not conſent to; he had 


too great a Value for his Friend to agree 
to endanger his Life: Here a noble Strug- 
gle of Friendſhip enſued, in which neither 
would yield the Superiority ; but with the 
Anguiſh of the Bruiſe, Agitation of Mind, 
and the much Speaking occaſioned by the 
friendly Diſpute, Omer fainted away, and 


remained ſpeechleſs all that Night and Part 


of the next Day. Though O/mn could ea- 


ſier have parted with Life than from his 


Friend in theſe Circumſtances, yet he had 
ſo delicate a Concern for his Honour, that 
he would not allow that to ſuffer by his 
Stay ; but at the Time appointed went to 
meet the Frank at the Place of Rendez- 
veus: The Frank, enraged to find that 
he was only to fight a Deputy, loaded O- 
mer with all the opprobrious Epithets he 
could think of; but ſaid, he was glad he 
had an e at leaſt of being re- 
venged on his Friend. This Behaviour of 


the ungenerous Chriſtian enflamed Oſinin 


more, ſo that they engaged like two Fu- 


ries, and in a few Moments it was O/min's 


Fortune to lay the Frant dead on the Spot. 
The Chriſtian no ſooner fell than Om 
O! 


(26) 
of his Companions ruſh'd out of a Thicket, 
and ſeized O/min, whom they carried be- 
fore the Cadi. It was in vain to prevari- 
cate z the Fraut was killed, though fairly, 
yet by the Law O/min was condemned to 
die, and all the Franks in the City be- 
ſieged the Cadi in ſuch Manner, that 
there was no Hopes of Mercy, O/min 
was dragg'd to Jail, and Orders given for 
his Execution in eight Days. In a few 
Hours Omer recovered from his Anguiſh and 
Inſenſibility, but, to feel the utmoſt Shock of 
treacherous Fortune. The People of the 
Houſe concealed the melancholy Tale as 
long as poſſible, but it at laſt came out; 
his Grief was too great to take Vent by 
common Methods, he received the News 
of his Friend's Fate as if Thunder-ſtruck, 
and was "incapable of uttering one Word 
tor ſome Hours; at laſt, recollecting him- 
ſelf that a State of Inactivity was not ſui- 
table to the Calls of Friendſhip, in Spite * 
of an Inflammation inthe diſlocated Arm, he 
got up, and ſet himſelf to find Means 
to ſave his Friend's Life: He apply'd to 
the Cadi, by the Interpoſition of the great- 
eſt Men in the City, but in vain; the 
Judge admired the Effects of their mutual 
riendſhip, and wiſh'd it had been in his 
Power to ſave O/min for Omer's Sake, but 
the whole Body of Franks were engaged 
| 4. to 
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to ſee Juſtice done on their Countryman's 


Murderer, and that it would not be poli- 
tical in him to ſave a Life, juſtly forfeited, 
at the Expence of the Diſpleaſure of ſo great 
a Body, on whom the Trade of Moaco 
depended. Thus the Judge remained ob- 
ſtinate not even to delay the Execution, 
unleſs at the Suit of the European Mer- 
chants: A Friend of Omer's ſuggeſted a Me- 
thod, which gave him ſome Hopes of Suc- 
ceſs, which was, to offer the Conſul of the 
Franks a Sum of Money for his Interpo- 
ſition with the Cadi. This Project was 


ſoon put in Execution, and the Franks 


liked the Propoſal; for there is nothing 
theſe Barbarians put in Competition with 
Money: They agreed to accept of a Ran- 
ſom, but it was as exorbitant as they are 
covetous; twenty thouſand Crowns were 
ſtipulated to be paid within forty Days, or 
O/min muſt be executed: The Cadi ſuper- 
ceded the Sentence for that Space, but 
ſwore by his Beard, and the Tomb of our 
holy Prophet, that he would not delay it 
one Hour longer unleſs the Money was paid. 
Omer then took Leave of his dear Friend, 
and ſet out for Alexandria to raiſe the pro- 
digious Ranſom by the Sale of their com- 
mon Effects; but when he came there he 
found his Servant had embezzeled the great- 
ei Part of their Eſtate, from the Sale of 
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which he could raiſe but two Thirds of 
the promiſed Sum; he try'd all their Re- 
lations to borrow the remaining Part, but 
in vain; they ſhun'd the unhappy Omer, 
and deſerted him as they ſaw he had made 
Sale of his Fortune; that Friendſhip they ſo 
much admired while they were in flouriſh- 
ing Circumſtances, they accounted Mad- 
neſs. The generous Omer was too much 
affected with his Friend's Danger, to be 
much moved with the Ingratitude of their 
common Relations, he reſolved within him- 
ſelf to ſet him at Liberty at any Rat. ; he 
had nothing now left to raiſe the Mone 
but his Houſhold Goods, with his' Wife 
and Children ; even theſe he parted with, 
and though he loved his Wife with all the 
Tenderneſs of a new born Paſſion, and his 
Children beyond the common Bounds of 
aternal Affection, yet neither nuptial 
ve, nor the Fondneſs of a Parent for 
his Offspring was equal to his Friendſhip. 
Theſe Paſſions, though ſtronger in him 
than in moſt Men, yet muſt yield and give 
Place to the ſacred Ties of F riendſhip; he 
ſtruck a Bargain with a Dealer in Slaves, 
received the Purchaſe Money, and deli- 
vered them with a Heart over-charg'd with 
Grief beyond Deſcription.” The tender, but 
ſubmiſſive Upbraidings of a much loved 
2000 £ ig the ſoft Complaints of 1 
Infauts, 
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Infants, the Throbs of Heart, and Anguiſh 
of a Soul of a fond Father, and affectionate 
Huſband at ſo fatal a Parting repreſent a 
Scene too full of Sorrow, too big with unna- 
tural Woe for human Language to expreſs. 
The unhappy Omer no ſooner found him- 
ſelf poſſeſs'd of his Friend's Ranſom than 
he ſet out with a Caravan of Merchants, 
bound for Moaco, flattering himiſelf with 
the pleaſing Idea, that with his all he 
ſhould be able to releaſe his Friend ; but 
Fate had another Trial in Store for him, 
another Subject to exerciſe the mighty 
Power of Friendſhip. When 'their Cara- 
van was within four Days Journey of Mo- 
aco they were ſet upon by a Band of Rob- 
bers, who, 1n Spite of a gallant Reſiſtance, 
ſtripp'd them of all but their Cloaths. 
Omer was for ſome Minutes in Deſpair, 
and agitated with the moſt poignant Grief 
to find that all his Hopes were vaniſhed ; 
he curſed Fate that had ſpared him in the 
Engagement, fince his Life could be of no 
Service to his Friend; but recollecting 
himſelf of a ſudden, as if he had been in- 
ſpired with ſome happy Project, he thank*d 
Gas and our holy Prophet that his Life 
was ſpared, which he was reſolv'd he wou'd 
facrifice for his dear Oſmin : Inſpired with 
this Reſolution he proceeded to Moaco, 
and. went directly to the Cadi, and ac- 
quainted 
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282 him that he had been to raiſe 
)/min's Ranſom, but that he could not re- 
cover the whole unleſs O/miz went in Per- 
ſon to execute the Sale of Part of his Eſtate, 
which he might do within the Time limit- 
ed, and profered to remain in his Place, 
and ſubmit to the Death adjudg'd O/min, if 
he did not return. The Cadi was ſurpriſed 
at the generous Behaviour of this uncom- 
mon Friend ; and after conſulting with the 
Franks, who were to receive the Money, 
conſented that Omer ſhould be accepted in 
Security of O/min's Return. Omer then 
told his Friend a formal Story, which in- 
duced him to believe his Preſence at Alex- 
andria would procure the deſired Sum, 
without hinting one Word of what had hap- 
ned to himſelf. Oſinin ſet out the next 
ay fully ſenſible of the mighty Obligation 
he lay under to the generous Omer. | 
Day after Day paſſed in Hopes of O/- 
min's Return; the Day of Execution ap- 
roached, but no Tidings of Oſinin; x a 
ranks beſet the Cadi's Palace, and de- 
manded Juſtice on the Security of O/min. 
The Cadi ſent for the unhappy Friend, 
and. aſk*d him what he had to offer to pa- 
cify the inraged Franks ? Omer told the 
Judge he had _— to ſay in his De- 
fence; that he had reſolved, when he en- 


tered into Priſon, to ſuffer for his lore ; 
| at 


the Laws, and the 
the mercenary Franks, to give Orders for 
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that he knew, though Oſmin did not, it 


was impoſſible to raiſe the Ranſom ; and 


then related his Adventures in his laſt Ex- 


edition to Alexandria, the ' Reſolution he 

id taken when robbed, and the Artifice 
he uſed to perſuade Oſinin to go for that 
City: The Relation drew Tears from all 
the Muſſulmen preſent, and the rigorous 
Judge expreſſed his Amazement at the 


uncommon Effects of Friendſhip; but the 


Money-loving Chriſtians, who found their 
Hopes of the great Ranſom vaniſhed, 
breath*d nothing but Revenge, and. inſiſted 
that Omer ſhould ſuffer the Puniſhment to 
which his Friend was condemned. The 


Cadi found in himſelf all the Emotions of 


tender Compaſſion for the unhappy young 


an, but was * in Compliance to 
anguinary Humour of 


Omer's Execution at the Hour appointed 
by the laſt Fefta, but to mitigate the Seve- 
rity as much as in his Power, directed that 
the Execution might be done in private. 
The Franks crowded to the Priſon to 
ſee the Preparation for this laſt Effort of 
ſo ſtrange a Friendſhip, and the Cadi him- 
ſelf, willing to ſee it human Nature was 
capable of bearing out to the laſt under the 
Preſſure of ſuch ſtrange Calamity, went 


nkewiſe to the Place of Execution: The 


dread- 
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dreadful Apparatus of Death was prepar' d 
in an inner Room of the Jail, which open'd 
by two folding Doors to the great Gallery, 
where the Spectators waited for the fatal 
Cataſtrophe : Omer was brought out, and 
view'd the Crowd of Money-hunting Franks 
with Contempt; he ſurvey'd the dreadful 
Engine on which he was to ſuffer with the 
utmoſt Compoſure of Mind, without ex- 
preſſing the leaſt Dread in his Countenance; 
on the contrary, as the fixed Minute ap- 
proach'd his Serenity ſeemed to increaſe, and 
a chearful Smile ſettled on his Countenance 
andaddrefling himſelf to the Cadi, ſaid, that 
now he enjoy'd a Pleaſure unknown to 
Mortals, the tranſporting Thought of dy- 
ing to fave his Friend! a Thought ſo full 
of Raviſhment that his mortal Faculties 
were too” ſmall to contain his Ecſtacy + 
This frail Fabrick, continued he, has 
no Organs to expreſs my Joy; but now 
the Hour is come when that Engine, 
now my only Comfort, frees me from this 
Clog of Earth, and wafts me to the Arms 
of our holy Prophet, where I ſhall enjoy 
a whole Eternity in contemplating the 
mighty Tranſport : Then bowing down his 
Head to the Ground he bid adieu to the Ca- 
di, - and entered the Place of Execution 
with the Ecſtacy of a Bridegroom : He 
was extended on the Rack, but before the 
n Execu- 
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Executioner received the Signal to pull the 
Wheel the Doors were ſhut, and the Crowd 
diſmiſſed. | 
The City of Moaco was filPd with the 
magnanimous Behaviour of the generous 
Ofmin, pity'd his Fate, and curs'd the A- 
varice of the barbarous Franks , even they 
relented, and were. heard to murmur out 
his Praiſes in Spite of their Shagreen for the 
Loſs of the Ranſom they had flattered 
themſelves to receive. Various were the 
Conjectures with regard to O/min, but moſt 
People blamed him for not returning as 


ſoon as he found the Ranſom could not 


be rais d; but they blamed the unhappy 
O/min without Cauſe. Erring Men, who 


judge raſhly; and by Events, are ignorant 


of the Decrees of Fate, and their narrow 
earthly Minds cannot comprehend the Va- 
riety of Cauſes which make up the mighty 


Chain of Things: Our Actions neither de- 
pend u our Will or Power, but are 
guided by the eternal Decrees of Providence. 


Oſmin, when he came to Alexandria, ſoon 


found out the State of his Affairs, and 
from ſome Merchants of that Caravan who 


had return'd, learn'd what had become of 


his Effects; and as a Friendſhip, ſuch as 


theirs, could not ſubſiſt but in a Sympathy 
of Souls, he quickly gueſs'd the Motive 
of his Friend's Conduct in ſending _ to 
2 ex- 
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Aexandria, but reſolved to diſappoint him 
by returning within the Time limited: 
Hurried by the Danger Omer was in, he 
ſtay*'d but one Night in the City, and re- 
ſolved to ſet out the next Day for Moaco 
to diſcharge his faithful Security; but he 
was prevented, ſome malicious Perſons 
finding the Affairs of the Co-partnerſhip 
deſperate, complain'd to the Cadi, that 
O/min owed them a conſiderable Sum of 
Money. The unhappy Man was brought 
betore this Magiſtrate, and by the Force 
of Perjury was committed to Priſon till 
Payment of the pretended Debt : This was: 
the utmoſt Effort of malicious Fortune; 
Friendſhip, Honour, and Reputation were 
now forteited, and the unhappy Oſinin had 
not one Glimpſe of Hope; his Grief, his 
Anguiſſi, and Deſpair were boundlefs as. 
their Cauſe, and too great for the Power - 
of Words to expreſs: His Caſe ſoon be- 
came publick in Alexandria, and the moſt 
obdurate Hearts melted into Tears at his 
melancholy Fate ; but this unavailing Pity. 
could bring no Relief, till Chance, or ra- 
ther the unerring Hand of merciful Provi- 
dence, brought the ſad Tale to the Ears of 
the Captain of that Band of Robbers who 
had attack'd the Carravan. This Wretch 
was touch'd with Remorſe at the Relation, 
and reſolved to atone for all his paſt Villa- 


nies 
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| nies by one Act of Juſtice and Generoſity. 
| Hie ſent immediately to the Cadi of Aex- 
andria, and acquainted ' him, that he was 
the Perſon who had robbed the Caravan, 
| and was willing to return all the Effects if 
[ "Wo inſured of Pardon. The Propoſal was ac- 
| cepted, the Goods were delivered to the 
bo | ' Owners, and the Money taken from Omer 
| | was paid to Oſmin, with a large additional 
Sum, of which the Robber made him a Pre- 
ſent. Thus he was at once delivered from 
Difficulties, - but dreaded that the Time loſt 
had forfeited his Friend's Life, which was 
the oy Misfortune he valued. 


1 8 He ſet out with all Expedition to Moa- 
; | , co, and hurried to the Priſon, where he 
| | | did not arrive *till the next Day after the Ex- 
1 | ecution, and heard the dreadful Cataſtrophe 
Ft — of his much- lov'd Friend, his gallant Be- 
| ; haviour to his laſt Moments ; the Thoughts 
F | that he himſelf only was inftrumental in 
J his Death were Reflections too heavy for 


| | | Humanity; the unhappy O/min ſunk un- 
Z | der his Calamity, and fell into a Swoon, 
© | ; in which he remained for ſome Hours. 
Th 4 The Noiſe of his Arrival ſoon ſpread 
J! | through the City, and fill'd them with freſh | 
4 Wonder. The Priſon was again crowded 
| by Franks, and People of all Nations, who 
„ came to gaze upon ſo uncommon an Ob- 


ject; the Cadi himſelf made one of the 
Num- 
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7. Number, and ordered Remedies to be ap- 
_ lied to recover the yet ſpeechleſs Oſinin: 


A The Phyſicians try'd all their Skill, and 
n, brought him to himſelf, but it was only 
if to feel a Weight ſuperior to the Hand 
8 of Death. He attempted to lay violent 
he Hands upon himſelf, and called aloud to 

ner the Cadi for his Friend. This Magiſtrate, 
nal touch'd with his Misfortune, ordered the 
re- Frants who had proſecuted O/min, to ap- 
om before him, and demanded to know 


if they had any Claim upon Oſinin; the 
0s — they had 2 Gncwetts 
| Friend by his Death had ſatisfied the Law, 
which they were ſorry they had urged the 
. Forfeit of: The Cadi entered their Confeſ- 
ſion upon Record, and then produced an 
Order of the Baſhaw of the Province to 
ardon both 'of the Friends, and upon a 
ignal given Omer appeared, to the Sur- 
prize of all the Spectators; but the Tranſ- 
ports of the two Friends. admit of no De- 
{cription ; ſuch only as are capable of fo 
pure a Flame can have any Idea of the 


ports of their mutual Endearments were 
over, they mutually acknowledged the 
Juſtice and Humanity of the Cadi, who 
by his Intereſt had procured a Pardon from 
the Baſhaw, and by the ſham Execution 
of Omer ſatisfied 5 Malice of the greedy 


Franks, 


mighty Ecſtacy: When the firſt Tranſ- 


" 
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Hank. Oſinin related to e Judge the 
Sucesls of his Journey to pate and 
by that Means removed all Suſpicion from 
himſelf of uſing his Friend with leſs Amity 
than he «deſerved, and filled the whole 
Audience with Admiration at the ſurpri; 
ſing Viciſſitudes of ſublunary Things, and 
the Wiſdom of the divine Director of E- 
vents in ordering his Diſpenſations for the 
Faithful, and the Manifeſtation of his own 
Glory and Juſtice. 
The two Friends remain'd but ſome 
mort Space at Moaco, and returned to A. 
Alexandria, where Omer re-purchas'd his 
Wife and Children, and lived with them 
and his dear Friend in mutual Fidelity o 
à great Age. | 
Thus, my dear Vabella, the ſa age Derviſc 
| finiſhed the aſtoniſhing Relation — the two 
Friends; I can't give thee my Sentiments 
on the original Springs of their Behaviour. 
I confeſs that this Narrative ſurpriſed me 
beyond Meaſure. In my next thou ſhalt 
have my on and the Derviſe's Thoughts 
on this Matter. In the mean Time ] in- 
treat thee faithfully to love thy Friends, 
and not to forget thy Mother. 


; e the 14th Day 
| 1 ** 11th Moon. 
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